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The following have been reviewed pursuant to an 
FOIPA matter and may not be destroyed. 
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HEW ENGEMJD POLICE PHOTOGRAPHERS ASSOC ".IflON EC 
P.O. Box 4-^lj Brookline Village W7, Massachusetts 



September 26, I960 



NOTICE TO MEMBERS: 



The next regular meeting of this Association will be held in Natick, Mass., on 
Tuesday, October At I960, at the E, P. Clark Post, American legion, on West 
Central' Street, which Is Route 135, parallel with and south of Route 9> the 
Worcester Turnpike. The meeting will be held on the second floor of the 
building, about 500,. feet from the Police Station, in -Jatick Square. 

This Is a special"ineeting for several' reasons," The : ain feature will bo film 
strips synchronised with recorded tape to present "C iSUHISM ON THE MAP", 
produced by" the House Commit toe on Un-American Activities as an eye-opener, 
and presented to bur group as a public service by th John Birch Society. 
The" second feature will be the newsreol films which ■ -ere gathered by that 
same committee and studied to successfully identify he rabble rousers who 
stirred up trouble in the recent San Francisco riots t 

These would be worthwhile presentations without roga d to" content if we were 
merely interested in police photography. The slide : tape combination shows 
how effectively a story can bo told or a lesson taug t without recourso to 
motion pictures, and this could be used by our depar ments more extensively. 
The scanning of motion pictures to make identlf icati ns and study what took 
place is an advanced technique in investigation. 

However, the subject of Communism in these presentat 
importance". No police officer can afford to" be un-i 
uninterested in the Communist threat. And we feel t 
and close associates should understand whatever step 
For this reason the Board of Directors voted to* make 
to the following extent: (l) Members are allowed, e 
wives (and/or' girl friends); (2) Members are one ours 
invitation their chiefs or ranking officers, and ott 
personnel who should be vitally interested, on a se3 
persons attending will sign in by leaving at the doc 
bearing name, rank and department • 



Now, a word about the John Birch Society, It is nar 
missionary, who also served his country with great c 
its armed forces, and who was brutally murdered by C 
days after the surrender of Japan. Thus John Birch 
American, following "World War II, to becomo a death 
titanic, world aggress ion" of socialist-atboistic-co". 
men". In this struggle the Society is dedicated to ■ 
under God "shall endure, 1 The general philosophy of J - 
ment, more responsibility, a better world* The Soc: 
Republican; it is voluntary and private; it has nei' 
barriers. It is distinguished by Its philosophy ant 

A staff member of the' Society will be present to an^/er questions on the films 
and on'Communism in general. The presentation stance alone, and is not 
intended for recruiting, "However in appreciation t the Society for rooking 
the material available, we suggost that any individ* al who is sincerely 
interested 'and desires more information concerning - he Society should givo 
the representative a slip bearing his nan© and address, or nail the inquiry 
to the John Birch Society, Belmont 78, Mass, 



ons Is of over-whelming 
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i*3graphers Assn. Inc. p 



New England Police Phottygraphers Assn. Inc. 

Meeting Oct. £. I960 at Legion Po^t. Natick 

In order to allow the invited guests to gather, the meeting will begin at 8:00 FM 
instead of the usual, earlier hour. This meeting will not be" a business meeting 
except For the necessary appointment of a Nominating Chrxiittee, and those 
appointed by President Hurley will be given notification in person tcTsavo timo» 
The usual nee ting of the Board of Directors at an earlier hour has beon omitted 
on this occasion. 

Refreshments will bo served (coffee and doughnuts). 

REMEMBER] NATICK IEGION POST IN NATICK SQUARE 8 EI 10-4. i b6 
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TO: JOHN BECK SOCIETY, ESIMONT 78, MASS. NEPPA 10-4-60 

Please send more information to no concerning the JOH ' BIRCH SOCIETY. 

Name: 

Address: , 

Telephone Number: . < 

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE - NEPPA 10-4-60 

Nsr-c: Ran :: 

Dopartment ♦ , 

Guest of Mcriber: 

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE - NEPPA 10-4-60 

Name :.,...... Ran' :: 

Department *..«,••...». 

Guest of Member: , 
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subject: JO T tf EIItCH SOCIETY 
Info, Ccncerning- 
IIJILUtfAL S^CUMTT 



date; IO/3/6O 



Attached is a coimnuni cation received by 
regards to a meeting on Oct. )| f 1Q^0 hv t.hp -*n P.ngiand ^oiiTp" 
Photographers Association Inc. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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TO 



FROM 
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SAC , Boston 



date: 10/31/60 



$C, 



Tampa (100-new-dead) 



/ 



subject: JOHN BIRGiT SOCIETY 

SECURITY MATTER - MISC. 



This office has been receiving a number 
of inquiries of late concerning the captioned society/ 
We have no information in our indices concerning same. 
Information has been received that the Zohn Birch 
Society had an address of Belmont 78, Mrssachusetts. 

It would be appreciated if yotr. would furnish 
this office a summary of any information contained 
in your file concerning captioned organisation as 
well as any literature issued by said organization. 
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1 Tampa 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



to : SAC, (100-328^9) 



from ; SA JAMES A, BRENNAN 



subjegt: ROBERT H. W. mCH 
IS- 




t 



date: 11-5-60. 






On this date 



Wilmington, Mass, 



Phoned this Office, stating that during the afternoon 
had received a phone call from Western Union .n which 



was told that that agency had a telegram- add:-essed mere% to 
ROBERT WELCH of Melrose. The Western Union employee stated that 
she had been linable to locate anybody of tha\ name presently living 

(now of Wilmington) 



in Melrose and had learned that 



had lived in Melrose until several months agc J She f&Ekt therefore 
that this telegram might be for them. 

copied down the telegram which rea: : 



"Conservative group indicted and arrest; d for exposing 
Socialist record of candidate for State Off ice. JBS 
members in group could back-fire strongly against 
leftists. Advise from headquarters needed* 



»/ 



foe 

fo'7( 



ha I was that the 



The only other information which 

telegram was sent fDum Portland Oregon. H st.ted that this 

telegram gas not meant Tor him and had no sig ificance to him. 
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PUBf TEXT 
REGISTERED 



11/8/60 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 



/ 

DIRECTOR, mt (62-ftM0l) 

/ 
SAC, BOSTON (1Q0 -32899) 

ROBERT H. WEfcCH, JR. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



On 11/5/60, [ 



] 



W-nfflinrrfrp, Mas8 . telephonically advised that m that date 
received a phone call from Western Ur ion advising 



that Western Union had a telegram addressed me :»ely to. 
ROBERT WEI*CH, Melrose, Mass. The Western Unlc t employee, 
un*ble to locate anyb ody of that name pre sent] / living in 
Melrose, learned that ! I of WMmington, Mass, 

had formerly resided in Melrose, 

The telegram read as follows: 

"Conservative group indicted and arreted £o:? 
exposing Socialist record of candidate for S:ate 
Office. JBS members in group could back-fire 
againat: ipfiiiwf.n. aavam* from headquarters needed. 



SignedT 



It appears that the "JBS" in telegrar; may re^er 
to "The John Birch Society 11 organized by ROBERT H, 
WELCH, JR. of Belmont, Mass. in December, 195*:* and that 
possibly the telegram was meant for this individual. 
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FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
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# t tuoBoU- 



tu v 



v\ 



/00-3A8?f-&3> 



* 



t 



BS 100-32899 

Information concerning ROBERT H. W. 'WELCH, JR. 
and "The John Birch Society T appears in SAC Lr tters 59-13 
dated 3/10/59 and 60-5 dated 1/26/60, 

Portland should follow instructions n SAC Letter 
60-5 in event a chapter of "The John Birch Sc :iety 1t is 
organized . 

No investigation conducted at Bos tor 

LAUOHLIN 
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PLAIN TEXT 



AIRTEL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62*l0W0l) 

FROM: SAC, BOSTON (196-32899) 

SUBJECT: ROBERT H. W&CH, JR. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
( INTERNAL 'SECURITY) 



11/9 fio 



Re Boston airtel dated 11/8/60 captioned as above, 
Inadvertently omitted information that the telegram addressed 
to ROBERT WELCH, Melrose, Mass, was sent from Portland, Oregon. 
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AIR - TEL 



11/14/60 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM : SAC, PITTSBURGH (62-0)*, 

r t 
SUBJECT: BURKE O RGANIZA TION 

KCSCEXXKHBWSr - INFORMATION CONCERNING 



On 11/10/60 



[ 



1 



i I telephonically advised 3A 

fc nat he wa s approached In a losal iiower 
snop on that date by a | | who was 

attempting to Becure signatures on a petition directed 
to President Elect JOHN F. KEMNEDy urging removal of 
J. EDGAR HOOVER as Director, FBI, and his appointment 
insii-.»art as Attorney Gener al of tn e United states. 

f urther stated the t | | upon Inquiry, advised 

TTTirmTat the Burke Organ isation. Boa ton. Ma as., was 
sponsoring the p^titi^n I > R efused to sign the 

petition * mfi rin>fiflT»ibftril hT7T"T-n»1 nor 

and navlngl 



ahnnt fi » fca T 1 



[ 



J 



Burke Organisation may possibly be identlea.;. with 
John Birch Society, Belmont, mas. (Buflle >: 2-104401). 



Pittsburgh indices con tain no record Identifiable with 
itfus or nee , UAUB. 



T 



r Burke Organization. No inquiry 



Copy furnished to Boston for information sir^e Burke 
Organization and/or John Bircn Society located In Boston 
territory. 
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SAG, TAMPA (100 -New -Bead ) November 23, i960 

SAC, BOSTON {10Q-32.;99) 



ROBERT H. WiCLCtf', JR. 
The John Birotx Society 
Belmont /3, Massachusetts 
INFORMATION CONCERNIHG 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

Re Tampa letter tc Boston 10/31 '60, entitled 
"SOAK BIRCH SOCIETY, SM - MI3C/'. 

"The John Elrch Society" was crv. ated in December, 
193 .?, ly ROBERT H. WELCH, Jr. of Belmont, Massachusetts. 

Information concerning WELCH anc 1 . 'The John Birch 
Society" appears in 5 AC Letters 59-13, dated 3/10/59 and 
60-3 dated 1/26/60, 

Tampa should fallavr instructions contained in 
SAC letter 60-5 In event a chapter of "The John J?irch 
Society v is organ! zed < 
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THESIS DAVK 



Impeachment Plan Nonsense 






OW ALON'Gy'COMES 
person. 
Robert: Weleh, o? the 
■/'liin B irrh So j CTe .t y ot Ma<- 
saeFLisei'l s, yl* Ho wishes to 
impeach .^arl Warren, Chief 
Jv^nn? of the United States. 
One may disagree with, dis- 
like, oppose E- ."I Warren, but 
impeachment is another mat- 
ter. It invokes a bill of par- 
ticulars, specific, clear-cut, 
subject to evidence and 
analysts. Weich dues not pro- 
ude that. He says: 

'*. , . We believe that the 
impeachment of Warren 
would dramatize and crystal- 
i/e tiie whole basie question 
ui whether the United 
States remains an independ- 
ent republic, or gradually be- 
comes transformed into a 
province of the world-wide 
„-it_niet «j stern." 

Bur this; is not the issue at 
ail. This is a private opinion, 
rtoi a f'.-icl. What is necessary 
is lj indict Ear J Warren for 
hiijh crimes and misde- 
meanors that u itjLatand up in 
;v dial. Thus far, only one 
Pi widen t of tiie United States 
has been impeached, and un- 
successfully, and no Chief 
Justice of the J^niied SUtei 
has been impeached. That 
does not mean that none ever 
should he. It dies, however, 
moan that this is n^t a sim- 
ple process for indicating op- 
pusition. Under jur sy.ilem. 
it is extremely difiicult. 

ROBERT WELCH thinks 
j tner-.vi.se: 

"We further believe that it 
is entirely possible to brin? 
ibout that impeachment in 
the present House of Repre- 
~:>-it;i lives, through insistent 
enough demand by the Am?ri- 
etri peo ple, if. .ine-hiif of th? 
known present conservative 
leaders will j\\ * their ener- 



By GEOKGE S9K0LSKY 



getie support to this under- 
taking ..." 

Apparently, Welch has no 
conception of tfte procedure 
involved in an impeachment 
The Constitution makes pro- 
vision for it in Article 1, 
Section 2. Cis^e 5, which 
reads: "The House of Repre- 
sentatises shall choose their 
Speaker and other officers; 
and shall have the sole power 
of impeachment." And in 
Article 1, Section 3, Clause 
6, which reads: "The Senat? 
shall have the sole power t:> 
try all impeactonents. When 
sitting for that purpose, they 
shall he on oath or affirma- 
tion. When the President of 
the United Series is tried, 
the Chief Justice shall pre- 
side: and m person shall he 
convicted without the con- 
currence of two-thirds of the 
members present." 

CERTAINLY in the pres- 
ent composition of our Con- 
gress, there is no possibility 
that the time will be allotted 
by the leadership of either 
party for such an impeach- 
ment. For what would have 
to be proved? The indictment 
eoutd not show that the Chief 
Justice's views were unpleas- 
ant, fir there are ei^ht other 
justices who could have voted 
him down. It would have to 
be shown that he was cor- 
rupt, that he accepted bribes, 
that he was subversive, that 
his conduct was opprobrious 
to the United States and th3 
court. 

No matter what can be slid 
of Earl Warren, it cannot be 
said that he has been corrupt, 
which means accepting bribe-*, 
or that he lias been subver- 
sive, which me-ms, in rhis c in- 
text, tlri f he is etysaa^—in 
transactions t-j dami^e the 
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tAiHtvi urates in tJ-e-sfl+we^f 
of a foreign foe. No bill of 
parfi?nlirs can be brought 
forth to prove such charges. 
Therefore to talk of impeach- 
ment is nonsense. 

I CALL ATTENTION tl> 
this not because it is of any 
significance of itself but be- 
r*aui? conservatives need ta 
u se common sense in their agi- 
tations. There are things to 
b? said and to bo done but 
thesa need to be focused on 
idea.>, not on impractical pro- 
polis to impeach the Cftief 
Justice because there is dis- 
agreement about his views or 
to discover an invisible gov- 
ernment which has controlled 
all the administrations from 
Herbert Hoover to John Ken- 
nedy. It is nonsense. Why not 
imp23ch the entire court and 
get over and done with it? 

The conservatives of this 
country are numerous but not 
always coherent. Unless they 
find intelligent leadership 
that relates what they do and 
siy to the realities of Ameri- 
can life, they will make no 
greater progress in the new 
Democratic administration 
than was made in the old 
Eisenhower administration. 
American conservatives need 
a program and less talk. 

One of the firit points of 
a conservative program must 
be that the United States 
c\nnot tolerate the cost of 
unemployment or racial or 
cr^cdal battles while this 
country is engaged in a life- 
struggle against the Soviet 
• universal state. And the one 
absolute essential is that the 
American dollar should again 
become hard money, well 
sasured and soft. The con- 
servatives need to decide 
whether they prefer to fight 
against Communism o r 
a^inst each other. 
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UNITS© S^fTES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 




SAC, BOSTON 



SAC, CINCINNATI (100- 



date: 1/19/61 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
BOSTON , MASSACHUSETTS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

On l/13/6{ 




Jewish Ccmmunity Council, 

184 Salem Avenue . Davton . Ohio . turnished t he following 
information to SA 



be 

b7C 



The Jewish Community Council at Da} ton has received 
information that The John Birch Society of Bc3ton, Massachusetts, 
presently has several members in the Dayton, Ohio, area whose 
identities are unknown. 



described The John Birch Society as an 
organization which purports to fight Communis n. He said, 
however, that he has learned that a speaker cf this Society 
has stated at a meeting that "We will have tc give up some of 
our democratic processes to achieve our aims 1 . This organization 
has, in the past, called President EISENHOWER a Communist. 



A 
are two kno 



'WTT 



has advised him that there 
in Daytun whose identities 



memper s oz tnis do cieTv 
were not disclosed. | [ said that this organization is 
basically composed of Catholics; that it is en extreme right-wing 
group; and that although it is not a violen t- b vpe of or ganization - 
it definitely has "an ti-Semitic overtones" . \ 
advised that a source 



i 



further 
nas aavised 
the Anti-Defamation League LliaL LEiiy group ±ti definitely anti- 
Semitic and has the backing of considerable \c2alth. 



2 - Boston (RM) 
2 - Cincinnati 
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According t< 
killed by the Communis cs in unma. 



JOHN BIRCH i/as an individual 
The John Birch Society is 



supposedly backed by a candy manufacturer by the name of WELCH. 



said that his organization, which is 



affiliated with the An ti -Defamation League, is definitely 
interested in this organization in view of tt 3 allegations 
of anti -Seme t ism. He said that his organization has a source 



of information at 
concernin g thg navt-rm 
said that 



which is furr ishing information 

" TT rftTT"~7vF Thft Tnhn Rirch fiarigtv- Mo 



is conceivaoie tnat cms organization may, at some suDsequent 
date, be cited by the Unit ed States At torney General pursuant 

Eta ted that if the Bureau 
the p£ vton activities 



to Executive Order 10450. 
desired furthe r informatio 
of this group J 



mjimii«iMK! 



The Boston Division is requested tc advise Cincinnati 
of any information in their files concerning captioned 
organization . 
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SAC, CIMCIMNATX (100-new) 



1/31/6X 



SAG, BOSTOH y -"'(100-32899) 

BOSTON ./MASSACHUSETTS 
IHFORWlTIOK CONCERNING 



Reyrlet 1/19/61 regarding tha above caption. 

4 

Pl&ase be advised this organization has nover been 
investigated by the Boston Division. The head of the 
organization is ROBERT H. WELCH, JTR. and Information 
concerning him la contained in 5ACLETS 59-13 dated 3/10/59 
and 60-5 dated 1/26/60. 



Reglster^Hlall 
(3) .''/ 
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F B I 



Date: February 8, 1961 



Transmit the following in 

via Mrtel 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 






To: SiC, Boston (100-32899) 

From: Directa/, FBI (62-104401) 

THE JOHN BI#CE SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTSiNW SECURITY) 



■ 5|Sfe*JBlp.'" Jf^mac^^ 



Reference is made to previous correspondence concerning 
The John Birch Society (JBS) and its founder, tobert E. Welch, Jr. | 

You are instructed to check appropriate established 
sources and records to determine the facts concerning the 
incorporation of JBS, its incorporators, its alms and purposes, 
its financial position, its credit rating and the number of 
chapters it has throughout the country. You should determine 
sufficient background data concerning the incorporators in order 
that they can be readily identifiable in the f:iles of your office 
and the Bureau. You should furnish a summary of the information 
in your files concerning each incorporator. 

You are also to determine background data concerning 
the formation or incorporation of "American Opinion," which 
is published by Welch in Belmont, Massachusetts, its financial 
standing, its credit rating, the size of its circulation and the 
manner in which it is distributed throughout the country. 

* 

The above is to be handled in such a manner that no one 
the impression we are investigating Welch, JBS or 
Opinion." This matter is to receive expeditious 

The desired data should be forwarded to reach the 
2/l8/61. a without fail. 



will get 
"Merican 
attention 
Bureau by. 




SEARCHED — . 



jnooflW. 



fdl — BOSTON 

^ . p^ 
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E3ECLASSIFICAII0EF AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 



Sent Via 



U Per 



mm 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FP.OM: 
FBI AUTOHATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DAT I 01-30-2012 



Boston, Mwwaohusettfl 
Itofcruary 17# 1961 



a. pubUoatiort of 

Tfr-jbwfc Veiled Jjio* 



:i# 



'-ji-i ^ 



Keeor** of the $a«r*fcary of &%&*, 9o?&rt»ent ct 
ftonmntXom, $m%* Hens*, Boutin, Ha»s&eh*i*fct9, *fo*ra this 
b*flga*s« opgaalxatioii i*w* incorporate Jamunrjr 13, 1956, 
lisfijig *M*dro»» An » or«h*ra Sfar#ot, Bfclsmfc, f&s^cto*fi&tt* # 
Cffiesrs of tta# Corporation *er« lXst#dl at; 



Preai4o»* 



T£r*asurfcr 



Hob*** H, V* tf*leh* £*• 43 Fletcher Road, 

tfeuseacfrassttff 

Hotm-fc H* V* ^left* *Tr, %3 Fletcher Road, 

Bel»ont> 
Has««hwwtt» 



t>ive*toi*i wor« listed *tu 

Robert B« V. Wol&u Jr. 



be 

"fo'7C 
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KM<P OF ffCWP<»ATg?t8 






<£ 



1* 
a. 

3» 



Robert H# IT* Holch, Jr. {Share* of Cowwon Stock 1001) 
**3 flotetaw Hoad, 
BolMoa?, IfoHMfeuftotts 



« u 



lb 6 
b'7C 



5-Bureau (62-104*01) 
1-Boston ( 100-32899) 

EBCipo'fe . 

(!) 



/&&-3 3UP99-7/ 



<*■ 



5s 






tit* dlanwl nation of information to tho gonoral 
publio through the nedlua of the publieatioa of papers* 
bootee, nagasines and l»«tu»«i, 

*o b*y# tail, rent* lease* nortfage and otherwise 
4sal $a goods, wares, nerafeandlae and Mmal pr o perty of 
oyjjy nana* natoore, an* d Sjtrlpt lon and InQldo atal theretoj 
te Soy* sell* rent* leesejnirijsspe and otherwise deal in 
lands or any interest* therein, houses* bnf flings* real estate 
*# ewe*? nature or description* faetoriee* ■enufaoturing 
i ill ilil 1 rtiwti 1 1 1 or onalaHont and to encaaa la tta&ufaoturinjt 
of every sort and desorlptlonj to draw* aeoopt* endorse* 
*e*oire and aoll negotiable op tseneferable lMtra»oate or 
aoovritias, including bends* notoa and Mils «f exchange, 
to eofcsoribe f»r# aftculre, hold, aoll, ■KOhmai end deal In 
*mm$ steaks, bends* obUgetlcMB or see*ritiee of any 
prime or publio eorporatlen, gcrertueont, or afitnleipality 
and thlo corporation ohall have express power to hold, 
purehase or otherwise aegalre* aoll, aaaign, transfer, 
mortgage , pledge or otherwise diepeae of capital etoek* bonds, 
debentvres or othor evidence of indebtedaeee erested by thla 
or irr ether corporation, and while «witr thereof to exercise 
all ifco rights and privileges of o wteroh ip deluding tho 
rxgnt to vote tnsreonj • »«*•«** in gsnsrai *o carry on 
tho business In eoaaeetlon with tho foregoing and to traneaet 
any buaiaeea pendtted a buaiaeea o oipweatl on under tho 
previslsfts of Chapter 156* general Laws of Usssaehuaetta, 



a - 



AMBtXCAX onHXOK* 



^^0 " ^fc^jys^^^*j!^yaw _** ■^^^j^R'JTjftj^jfT- 



A financial stafcmnt ttU* April t3# 19$8 i)ow4 
asi«ts #f $87*310#85 ant tha following «at» aanosroing »tocki 



fatal attthoriaad 



Total ittuod 



1,000 aharoa 
5*000 ihirtt 

xo Erafowai 
4,010 Cowaon 



Pvafawod 



7alu* 



H*000 # 
|S,010* 



A financial stataftmt of Juaa 3, 1959 atto**d 
asaifca of $6$ # 003«5* awl th« following atsa* aatai 



Total lftffuoo 



322 Sraf**S*i falu* $32,200, 
4j3$S Cosmo** Valu* I *^322. 



A ttaaaalal atata&snt of fvm* ffj I960 ehowtd 
assats of $77,475.01 am* tto following atoek 4atat 



Total iftsuitd 



334 Ffrofarao* Yalue f33#400* 
4*33* Corcmon talus I %>33^» 



Tha following it ffrete & iftm «&£ Bradatraat report 
data* Harsh *5, 1»9 fnfcitl*« Robert Vslafcj lata., 
"AttaslSan Qp&x&m** 385 Conaoyd Avenue, Balm*** Massaehuaatta* 



ftoheyt H. Walstu Jx* * pgaaidant arid Tgaastti*afr 



be 

b7C 



PsMnalpal of lad ayaa d Um t mans organised Oorporation to 
publish an antl-Coamxniat periodic*!. ttnaralal statsnsnt 
Is lafl&ng* 

Htfto^ 

th» tr*4* stylo Is unrsglstarad* It is tha titls of th« 
pa*tsii*al publiahad by tha subjsst corporation. 

ML* i* a JUsaaahuaatti corporation tmmi January 13# 195S, 
Authorised capital 1,000 sharss of prof**r«d stock and 5*000 
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'Mmmm opxhioh ! ' 



teres or comm *toc> # At incorporation date there were 
1*060 Shares of the common stock lasuedjof which 1,001 shares 
tflre held by Robert Welch, President and Sreaaurer. 

act art E, fceloh, Jr* vaa bom in Horth Carolina in 1899 and 
is married. Ha is Vice President or James 0* Welch Co., Inc., 
Candy Jtmjiufaeturera, Cambridge, Kaaaachueetta* ife was 
actively engaged in that corporation from i::;23 and continues 
to be active in an advisory capacity, Xn a financial 
statement of June JO, 1957 the corporation showed a tangible 
net worth of $1*951,936 and a good financial condition. 
Welch is also an officer of five corporations affiliated with. 
Jastti 0* Velch Co*, Inc*, ^hlch corporations act as s&lss 
orfiiisationB for the manufacturing concern* At the present 
s-nc Welch devotes nearly all hi 3 time to the av&Ject "business. 



be 

b'7 



the periodical published by the subject was originally called 
'One Man's Opinion*" ifcraevur, the name of the publication 
was changed in February. 195^ to " American jpinion,'' 

Operation ^ Location 

Publishes the "American Opinion 1 ' and is an »nti-communiatie 
periodical* Annual subscriptions are sold it the rate of 
$5 per year to individuals in the United States and abroad. 
There are 11 issues published annually* The only advertising 
solicited is from book and tfiagasine publishers. Two regular 
employeei*. Ete actual printing is done by others. 

Headquarters located on the first floor of this modern 
tuoHitoried concrete blocic and brick office building located 
an a main thoroughfare, commercial section. 

financial Information 

On March 24, 1959 Robert H. Welch, Jr. declined a financial 
statement. He did say that the corporation had sufficient 
funds available to meet its trade obligations and other 
operating expenses* 
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'AMBCKAH OPXKOH 1 



fto vol\a» flfuvea wore given but there ape aafttaated to be 
between 3*000 and 6,000 eubaerlbera to thia publication with 
the annuai voluae probably $25,000 or better* 

the wfceat of the capital iny**ta»nt and the overall condition 
ftould not be definitely doterminedt Operation* art believed 
to be kreakina even at best with the corporation bei»& 
financed by amm f*oai weleh* He !■ oonaldored to be of 
independent neaae* 



The following la frosi 
dated lept caber 26, 19 wi 



JXun And Bradatreet report 



Robert Welch. Inc. 
'American Opinion'* 



Corporation publiahes ant i -common let periodical! 
atateaant withheld » 



Financial 



Operation 

Publisher 'American Opinion*^ tthloh Is an anti-tfowaunifltic 
periodical. Annual subscriptions gold at $3 P*** y«»* to 
Individuals in tbtited State* and abroad » Bleven leauea 
annually, the actual pointing la done % efchars* 6,Q00 
aubaerlfeora with annual voluw* about ^S f 0CK> # 

welch olao active In John Birch Society which ha organised 
to combat oooa&iftiasu 



be 

b7( 
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'AWWCAH OFXHXOlT 



Tlie arsdit ^&fctft& at gun and £t*a<*etreet and &t the 
Credit Bureau ef areafcer Beet&tt for KoL^rt Welch, Inc. was 
favorable. 



She $u*i and BracBtreet repcrt af Harsh 25, 1959 
refle&ts that annual subseriptieB* to "toaiicaa Opinion '' 
are sold at the rate of $5 per fear to individuals In the 
tfnlted States and abroad, v.ith 11 issues published ar^uWlly* 
This rsjectrt estimates tsfcwfees £»C&3 *»&d £,000 sabs<*rib*r* 
with as annual volume sf jasrofeabl^ $25,000 ^ better* 

A. source, who has furnished reliable Information 

Ui the past, *avise£ oil ^truary 14* 19&1 1 that voluminous 
wail, bearing the ratios address ef both 'lb* Johs* Birch 
Svci<jfcy n and n Ameri&sui O^iuioVi, " 3&5 Coa«*rd Avenue, Beliaont, 
Jiassaahusetts, la handled at the Belmont, , Assaohubtttta 
Post Office, This source Murine* advised that these natters 
are handled both as first class mil (sealed) and as third 
class mail (unsealed) » 

This a»»orandum contains neither reecssasnd&tlona 

nor conclusions of the flBI* It Is the property of the SEX 
and is loaned to your &$ens>7 It and Its •stents are not 
to be distributed outside y&ua? agency* 



Q ** 



m 



% 



Boat on , JSaeaaehuBefctn 
February 17j 19*>1 



Wffi JOHN BIRCH SOCIWBf, IMC 
38$ Conoord Avenue 
Belmont, Kasaachuaetts 



A, PfCORPORATIOB 

Records of the Secretary of Stat*, Department of 
Corporation*, State House, Boston, Maacachaietta, shew that 
this organisation wa« Incorporated on Scoeafcer 23, 1958 and 
given 4harter number 62^300 ♦ The off;l eera of the 
Corporation were listed as foilowas 



Preeldent 
Treasurer 



Robert Welch 



Robert Welch 



43 Fletcher Road, 
Belmont, Kassaehuaetta 

^3 Fleteher Road, 
BelBont. Maaaaehuaetta 



Street era were Hated a»t 



Robert Welch 



k$ Fleteher Road 




5-Boreau (62-104401) 
1-Boston (100-32899) 

DBCjpo'b 
(6) 




DrpT ft £?£■ TTS'TP ft TTHIfT rsTTTUnrf T TV T'i'W UTTF'TaT'i Wrfflff- 
Sh L' Jj^fLbl" ijlr 1 L-Ji, 1 „L Uiy 2*LL B 1 XI U i\X II 1/ St r\A. v ILL.- 1 Xr rUJii ~ 

x? X AU X UrLHt ill JL' it b It A& o ± J? X LA I X UIM b^U XL 3 & 

DATE 01-30-2012 






^ -i 



sttaacctt 






THE JOKX BIRCH BOCXKTC* IKC, 



be 

b'7C 



». nawss of nraoRMxma 

1 # Hob&7»t welch 



a. 

7. 



43 Fletcher Road, Belaent* 
Massachusetts 



c * aims amp ymroggs 

fo promote civic interest in national and international 
affairs fcy an educational p<rogram and eolleetlon or literature 
and dissemination of the aaae for educational purposes) and 
tc do any and all things which jnay "be necessary and Incidental 
to the foregoing, and in general, to do «U other things which 
nay oe legally permitted to thla corporation »y Massachusetts 
acneral Laws, Chapter 180, and acta in awendment thereof and 
In additional thereto as a non-profit business organisation* 



P. FIKAHCIAL POaiTIOW 

As a non-profit business oi»ganiaetion it mo not 
required to file a financial statement tout was required to 
file "An Annual Report of Officers." She first annual report 
filed November 16, 1959 showed the same officers and director* 
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2KB JOHK BXK6H 3GCI2OT, X8C. 





as nnwrt at the tints of Incorporation, $« report has been 
reeelTed by tha Secretary of Stats for th* fair i960. 

She following is trm a Sim and ■radstreet report 
data* August 5$ I960 aaptiansd *John Blrah laaiety, lnc», 
385 Concord Ave, Belmont, Kass," 



Sflttayt H. tfelah. Jr.. rreeidantvrraamtrea* 



b'7C 



A n oaipr ofit organisation which publishes Anti-Co— moist 
Infoaaaiion. Financial stet«aent declined, 

grade 

sat is not a general seeker of credit dua to the nature 
operation* 

Finance 

On August 4, i960 Robert Weloh, Jr., President and treasurer, 
desllned a financial statement and Bassists operating do tails. 
Ha <14 say that ths Corporation had sufficient capital to 
a**t its needs out gar* no detailad figure*, Xeloh is now 
known to represent eonaiderable mans i* Ills aim right, 
however, tha extent of tha capital innfeBsnt hara and the 
ftithod for financing has been withheld at Hita tins. 

Station 

iMkliahaa a monthly bullaWx of a* anti^sowau»ifitic nature. 
Furpoe* ia to ooa&&£ aommmLmsi by aaans oX this literature. 
location! Headquarters location on first floor of this 
M o dern two-story building In commercial sailor,, 

*ftatory 

this is raportad to be a Massachusetts Corporation now undar 
tha laws gowni ng nen^arotifc and educational corporations. 
Organization details not Immediately available. Active 
Iterations began in 1959* 



t 



THE JOWf BIRCH SOCUCW, £* . 



Welch, Jr., bom in North Carolina In 1&99* Is asrried, Ke 
is Vie* President of Jama 0, welsh Co*, Ina,, Candy 

Manufacturers, Cambridge, Hnsfachuaattir. »**leh corporation 
has a net north of wore t;han $2 a&lliarj and a good financial 
condition* welch is aativa at that point and in an advisory 
capes!**. He devotes most of his tin* to the subject 
Coypsrsslon and to Robert welch Inc. which is located at the 
ebswa> atfdreaa and publishes a samthly bulletin, ''American 
Ojrtaion # '' Statement of that Corporation Is unavailable. 



be 

fo7( 



As far aa oould be learned there are no inter "Co Mpany relations 
betvf&r the subtest and ^^aea 0* Welch Co,., Inc. fh© extent 
of any infccr-e©«p*tny relatione between Jc-hn Mreh Society, Xne, 
and ftcbert Welch, Ine, not dl* closed. 



B, CTOSDIT HATPt* 

The eredit mating at Dim and Bradactreet and at the 
Credit Bureau of Greater Boston, lnc« for Robert Welch, Jr. 
wait favorable. 



$he Blue Book of the John Blreh Society, copyright 
19539 by Robert Welsh, statea the Society wa* founded 
2>eaember 9, 1958 at Indian&pelia, Indiana, Paga 177 of the 
Blue Book reports "we now have a full-tia» staff of 
Coordlnatora at work, helping to establish chapters and to 
supervise those already established in Mass*, Florida, 
KLchlfan, Illinois, Vennesse* and Texae« u 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOOTW, IHC< 



On Dooentbcr 21, 1959* *fe% Robert V* Welch, Jr. 
stated that there were chapters of the John Birch Society in 
15 different states* 



o* Mmmwm bata coHOTmm wmwMwm 

The following information concerns Robert V* Welch, Jr, 

Reeorda of the Harvard Law School* Aluwni Records 
Of floe, Cambridge, Massachusetts, refloat that 
Robert K# V. Welch, Jr* was at Harvard Urn School from 1919 
to 1921 and received no degree* He received hie A, B, degree? 
from the university of North Carolina in 1916 and, aa of both 
19*$ and 1953* *** Yice President in chart)* *£ Sales and 
Advertising far the Janes # Welch Coapany, Candy Manufacturers, 
BIO Main Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts* 

the 35th Reunion Report of the Jstrvard Law School, 



Class of 19« f published in 1957, in acywie« +n iwftwmsfrlpn 
set out ahsflpa* Bafj***^* ^Ua^. $n» »mgB±j^u 



[ 



lQgg and 



I 



■p 



hb 



] Zt also showed that he was in the United States 



llaval Aeadesy at Annapolis, Maryland during World War X and 
during World War II was on the Advisory Consdssion of the 
Office of fries Administration « In add ition, fro* 1951 to 
1954, he wag a ssasber of the Belmont, Massachusetts school 
Costtlttee and had served as a Director ef several small 
businesses and one bank. £rom 195X to X957# ha was a Director 
of the National Association of Manufacturers, being its 
Vice President 1*6* 1955 to 1957* 3fe* *sa*rt Ustad two 
publications by Mr« Welch* "May Ood Forgive m" (1952) and 
^Ufe of John Birch" (1954)* 

Volume 4 of "Who's $ho in Hew fegland," dated 19*$> 
sets forth the following additional in format ion* 

Mr* Welch waa born in Sdenton, North Carolina* December 1, 1899* 
He was a founder of the Oxford Candy Cosswasy In 1922 &n& its 
dales Manager in 1935* From IjAo to the tine of publication, 
he had been Vice President and Director of Sales and 
Advertising of the James # Welch Company* Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. As of the dato of publication, he is shown as 



mm *J -mm 



thk johh warn, socrrar, inc. 



a leesfeer of the Board of Directors of Robert Welch Publishing 
Ccapanyj Chairman of the Board of the Washington Ccaa&lssion 
of the Saticnal Association of Candy Menuf eeturersj a 
«ea&ar of tho Board of Directors of the felted Prison 
Association, and during World War XI was a swasher of the 
Offiea of Mat Adadniatration Cossnittee far the candy industry. 
Ha ia shown to ba the recipient of the Kettle Award by the 
candy industry In i&T and a aesber of the Massachusetts Cheat 
Federation (Board of ittreetors, 19^0-1 W) » 

Mr. Welch ia shown aa a Republican and lists hia clubs aa: 
Harvard (Beaton and Dew York), Skating (Beaton), Oakley 
Country (Board of Bireeters)* He la author 0t *Hoad to 
aaleaaanahip" (19*11) and has contributed article* to business 
publications* He la further shown as a public speaker on 
business, aeonoMlc and social conditions* Hia ho*a> address 
is shown as 43 Fletcher &oad, Belavont, Massachusetts, m& his 
office aa 810 Main Street, CkirtbrXdgc 39, Massachusetts* 

Personnel at the office of the Meaeaehusofcts 
CoOTjiisioner of Probation* Suffolk County Courthouse, 
Boston, Massachusetts* a central repository for criminal and 
traffie conviction records within the Coaswaawcalth, advised 
that they were unable to locate ai^r reeorde identifiable 
with the routes of the Incorporators. 



Personnel at the Credit Bureau ef dreater Boston, Xne» 
advised that they wore unable to locate any reeord for the 
following Incorporators; 
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T&eso records reflected tha following on - 



1. 



Koberfc H« W. Welsh, £?•* 43 Fletcher Hoad, 
Belaont, Massachusetts* President and Treasurer 
of Robert Welch, Inc. (publishers), 3#5 Concord 
Avenue, Belmont* Credit favorable* 



•* D ** 



2HB JOHH BIRCH BWVm, INC, 



*i 



3* 



4. 



Xllen Douglas Snow (formerly auoker), a report 
dated March 5, 1957 showed her us mfe of 
Stanley Carner. Sncir, residing at 24 Orchard 
Street* BsXttont, Massachusetts^ i*er *ge was 47 
and his was Sa. B£ vas e2ralO|*d by La* Hlggtoson 
Soro** Boston, Massachusetts (l*yeat»ents) ♦ 
Credit fawable» A report dated June 2* 1954 
Indicated that Illen Scugl&s gaoteer* 24 Orchard 
Street* Belaont, iiassachueett* waa the widow of 
Alexander ttueker. She was then ewleyed by 
Hobert Welch of Welch Candy Co.* 110 Slain Street , 
Cambridge* Massachusetts regardlag his witing 
and lesiurlag, Ser former addreas*)* were Hated 
aa 70 Horace Road, Belmont, and l£$ a>ca»or« 
Street j Albany. tfewTork* Credit favorable. 



1 Huisaatmgetta * a regarf 
isaron 25* 19^7 showed her age aa 
Sqpioyed fcy <?s»fc8 0. Welch Co # * 
Cambridge, Hassanhusetta* for paat 
Credit f&r&M&le. 




J 
ied 

and single * 
n Street, 

lyeara* 



L Massachusetts 

30, 1958 showed 



aotJQtoer 

George 0, ifenldne 

Credit favoraJble. 



A t 
hl» as 



e»o 



rt dated 



be 

b7i 



Co, ? Brldgewater* Massachusetts* 



This wenoranditm contains neither reeosaeandatlena 
nor conclusions of the m. It la the p ro p e rty of the mi 
and If loaned to your agency; It and lte oen tents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency* 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AH T MAT IP DEPL^L^^JFJr &TI03J CTJTDE 
DATE 01-30-2012 



4 



OTW10R, 5BI (62-104401) 
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SAC, BOSTOH /(100-3a899) 



THK JOH * HI^CH 30CUSTY, INC, 
(lAl'ARmAI* StCTffUTT) 



2/X1/GX 



$\2l\SL> J^r^AUb^ 



Rebuairtel to Boston dated 2/8/61. 

Enclosed are fire copies of a letterhead memorandum 
entitled "the John Birch Society, Inc* a and five copies of a 
letterhead memorandum entitled "American Oplmioc," a 
publication of Robert Welch, Inc., for possible dissemination 
by the Bureau* Bo dissemination is being mode locally, by the 
Boston Office* 

the investigation was conducted by SA DARRKL B* CI3HRXE 
at Boston and Belmont, Kaes* on 2/10, 14 and 15/61* 
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As pointed out In Boolet to the Bereau dated 9/2/59 
caption ed *R0gR? H, V. JfttCH, IRC., IHTOWslTlOH CWKTKRRIIIG, 
XBYBUIAL SRCRRITT," HERBERT A. PHIXBRICK had stated that he 
«** a "home** member of the John Birch Society. A separate 
lemd is being set out to contact PHILBRICK at Rye Beach, R. H« 
for any current information regarding the umber of 
John Birch chapters mow functioning, and for any other pertinent 
data concerning this matter. The Bureau will be advised 
concerning this at a later date as PHUJBKICK is currently on 
a speaking engagement on the vest Coast* 

Pil es of the Bo ston Office contained background 
information o n] ~"| of the Incorporators of "the John 
Birch Society* xne*.- namely. RQBRRT W, «LCH. JR. and 
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l^he information on VE3XH has 
ueen sew zunn in ens isxtSTFiead. It is to be noted that 



records at the Credit Bureau of Greater Boston, Ine 



2-Bureau { 62-10*401 ){Bncs. 10)(RM) 
1-Boston (100-32899) p| 
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ed 9/29/41 «t Philadelphia 
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orribNAi form no. 10 

UNITED STATES GOV^NMENT 

Memorandum 



vWih 



4 



TO 



: SAC (100-32899) 
(ATTN: SA PAUL A. KEANE) 



from : SA DARREL B. AJURRIE 



subject: the JOHN BtfRCH SOCIETY 
INFO CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECTJRITY) 




date: 2/17/61 



Rebualrtel dated 2/8/61 which requested data 
concerning incorporation, aims and purposes 3 financial 
position and number of chapters throughout the country 
of the above-captioned organization. 

A letterhead memorandum has been submitted to the 
Bureau containing available information. 
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A memorandum of SA PAUL A. KEANE dated 2/6/61 
entitled "HERBERT A. PHILBRICK 66-1020" reflects that 
PHILBRICK is presently on a speaking engagement on the 
West Coast. 



LEAD 

AT RYE BEACH. N. H. Interview HERBERT A. PHILBRICK 
for additional inrormafeion re number of chcOters and 
membership figures for the John Birch Society and any other 
current data of a pertinent nature. 






g$»'^ 




100-32899 

DBCipo'b / 
(2) C- 

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM.: 
FBI MIT MIMIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01-30-2012 




L1ZED sst&f* " 

feb: 7i%i 

FBI — BOSTON / 





0-9 {Rov. 12-13-56) 

5 ^-*T«^- 



t 



• 



F B I 



Date: February 21, 1961 



Transmit the following in 
Vin AIRTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



fox SAC, Boston (400-32899) 

/ / 

t/From: Director/ FBI (62-104401) 

THS JOHN BIRCH/SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERTO; 
(ItfTEEftAL SECURITY) 

>ie Bureau airtel 2-8-61. 

Bufiles fail to disclose a reply to re Bureau 
airtel which was to have been forwarded to reach the Bureau 
by 2-18-61 without fail, iidvise by return airtel if reply 
has been submitted and, if so, the date and caption thereof. 

In the event the reply has not been submitted 
advise the Bureau when the reply may be expected and furnish 
explanations from responsible personnel as to why the Bureau 
deadline of 2-18-61 was not met. You should ; Iso include your 
recommendation for any administrative action deemed warranted. 



/&0- 3*£ £ 
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FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01-30-2012 



9^i»..--.wSlptlaAQ^Jt^ 



Sent Via 



U 



Per 




( 



2/23/61 



AIRTSL 



TO I DIRECTOR, FB J (62-101&01) 
FROKt |40 1 BOMffi ( 100-32899 ) 
THE tfOHK HXROH 8O0IETT 

(wtBRwo, saormm) 

Reouairtel 2/21/61* 

Plfttee refer to Boston letter 2/17/61 entitled as above 
Whiflji enclosed to the Bureau a letterhead mwHorandimi 
entitled, "The John Birch Society, Ino» H aad also a 
letterhead jnew&randuia entitled, "American Opinion," 
a publication of Kobert Welch, Inc», for possible 
dissemination by the Bureau* 




fc^SU 




/dL*S 



; y ,. ■•*.»■ 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FR.0H: 



/^-3<Suf^-76 



OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
5010-lCM 



UNITED STATES GOVl^MENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SAC BOSTON 100-32899 



date: 



2/23/61 



from : SA PAUL A. 




m 



subject: THE jeHM BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFO CONCERNING 
IS 



He merao of SA CUIftIB dtd 2/17/61 to contact H. PHILBRICK. 



rniibricK is 6n extended speaking tour of th^ 
return to Rye Beach on or about 3/10/61 



advised this date that b7f 
Far fefest and is due to 



PHILBRICK will be interviewed thereafter re t',:e above matter . 






DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH AUTHQ RI T T D E RIVIB F ROM : 

y^* ?iec?Ti?TritTTni,T nurd? 




- ORGANIZATIONS 
"TheAmericamsts 

Among the U.S. brotherhoods deaT 
cated to the fight against Communism, 
nothing is quite like the John Birch Soci- 
ety. Except for an elite corps of leaders, 
its members shun personal publicity, and 
their names are held by the society in 
strictest secrecy. Its cells, of 20 to 30 
members apiece, take orders from society 
headquarters, promote Communist-style 
front organizations that do not use the 
John Birch name. Carefully avoiding nor- 
mal channels of political action, the soci- 
ety accepts the hard-boiled, dictatorial 
direction of one man who sees democ- 
racy as a "perennial fraud" and esti- 
mates that the U.S. is 40% to 60% 
Communist-controlled. In other times, 
other places, the John Birch "American- 
ists"— as they call themselves — might 
seem a tiresome, comic-opera joke. But 
already the society admits to cells in 35 
states, and its partisans have made their 
anonymous and unsettling presence felt 
in scores of U.S. communities. 

In Wichita, Kans., student members 
of the society are trained to tell their 
$cell leader of any "Communist" influence 5 

21 ; 



\ 1 

footed in classroom lectures; by phoie, 
(parents belabor the offending teacher apd 
his principal for apologies and admissions 
of guilt. A Wichita businessman who 
planned to make a modest contribution 
to a University of Wichita fund was 
dissuaded because members of the so- 
ciety were demanding that certain pro- 
fessors and books be thrown out. "My 
business would be wrecked," said he, 
"if those people got on the phone and 
kept on yelling that I am a Communist 
because I give money to the school." 
Society members in Nashville, Term., 
started telephone campaigns to warn , 
homeowners that some of their neighbors 
were suspected Reds. The project with 
current top priority is the impeachment 
of Chief Justice Earl Warren, and activi- 
ties in a dozen cities range from the ( 
''spontaneous" circulation of petitions to 
a rash of letters to newspapers, and a 
help rinpEACH earl warren banner 
strung across the main street of Pampa, 
Texas (and taken down by the police a 
few hours later). 

The Red Plot. All society activity 
comes under the firm thumb of a balding, 
deceptively mild-mannered, retired busi- 
nessman from Belmont, Mass., named 
Robert Welch. Son of a North Carolina 
farmer, Baptist Welch, 6i, spent 25 years 
a| an executive with Cambridge's famSl 
clndy -making James O. Welch Co. (nh 
bl his brother). After the war, Welc 1 
btgan to bone up on Communist literi - 
tore; eventually he decided that 




schemes as social security and f^^HU 
income tax laws were part of a Wd 
plot to ready the U.S. for Soviet con- 
quest. Welch left candy for fulltime anti- 
Communist pamphleteering in 1957. He 
founded the John Birch Society the next 
year, naming it for a U.S. Navy captain 
killed by Chinese Communist guerril'as 
after V-J day. 

Welch's Mein Kampf is a masterpiece 
of invective called The Politician . Shown 
only to close friends , the book is now 
being withdrawn from circulation, large y 
because its judgments on contemporary 
leaders repelled more people than thty 
attracted. Some Welchian estimates: 
<lThe Eisenhower brothers: ". . . Mil- 
ton Eisenhower is actually D wight Eisen- 
hower's superior and boss within t>e 
Communist Party . , . For [the fornur 
President], there is only one possil e 
word to describe his purposes and t's 
actions. That word is treason." 
<J CIA Director Allen Dulles : "The mc i 
protected and untouchable supporter f 
Communism, next to Eisenhower himse ", 
in Washington." 

«I The late John Foster Dulles ; "A Cor - 
munist agent." 

RighT-Wing Names. For public co - 
sumption, Welch has kept his vitriol wt ' 
1 enough in check to avoid libel suits. A 
prolific author, he has turned out rear - 
■ of Red-baiting copy, including the Bl, f 
Book that guides the society's actior . 
He puts out the monthly American Opi - 
ion, as well as a bulletin that informs t 1 




Boston Herald-Traveler 

Leader Welch 

His word for the Eisenhowers: treason. 



dues-paying ($24 a year for men, $12 
for women) members of the society's 
! monthly aims. Despite the ill fame of 
I The Politician, Welch has been highly 
J praised as a freedom fighter by a horde 
of familiar right-wing names, e.g., Actor 
1i Adolphe Menjou, Lawyer Clarence Man- 
ion, ex-Diplomat Spruille Braden, who 
grace the society's council and have the 
right to appoint his successor. 

Not all conservatives are so sanguine 
about Welch. Many object to the socie- 
^Boston *J3 tv's contempt for dissent from its views, 
Boston S3 %^ that its militant words and thoughts" 
"Boston He- are barely a goose step away from the) 
- formation of goon squads. "This is the' 

_BOSton 12 ki nc j f thing that does violence to every-., 

Christian thine _w>£ !.OTvOv) '" ' " 

Boston, S&ss* ~*~ 6 ettaKplsU, 
Daily Record, Boston, Mass, 
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Belmont Man 
Commie SIuT 

Alike Flayed 

: WASHIXGTON (AP) — Sen. 
< Mthr-n R. Young (R.) of North 
- njiki.'fa said in the Senate yes- 
terday ihat leaders of an ultra- 
cons s -n'ati\e and semi-secret 
groun operating in many state* 
have falsely Accused former 
I'iPsi Kisenhower of being a 
Communist. 

_ YoJng said the organization 
is kAwn as the John Birch 
r Kl_. claijr) s to be lighting 
""""""& Communism and 
m has accused 
Young himself 
of "being about 
every kind cf a 
scoundrel, i n - 
eluding a Com- 
U munis t or pro- 
Communist." 

He said the 
leader of the 
Birch Society is 
1 Robert Welch, 
»„k^* * ST * .. a retired busi- 
I Kobert WeIch ness executive 
of Belmont, Mass. 

iKtiitor's note: At his Bel- 
mont office, Welch said he 
"knew of Young's remarks but 
had absolutely no comment," 
then added "it would take too 
; long to tell, no comment." 
; Wok'l-j retired as vice president 
of on,- of the nation's leading 
candy compfinies to devote full 
! time in fighting Communism. 
RAX FOR LT. GOVERNOR 
i He was a leading Republican 
and >>nce was a candidate for. 
lieutenant governor. WeJch is ai 
KraduMe of AnnapoJjs and Har- 
vard Law School. I 
'He runs a publishing com-' 
pnnv which specializes in ami- , 
Communist books, magazines • 
ami pii)rii>idets. 1 
(His first book exposing. 
: Comjruinssjn. ":\ln\ God I-"i i f;ivc 
; n*. : '' w.; publij-iiol i. :0u2. An- 
other was "The Ule cf John 
Birch" a we]] documented ac- 
count of a Baptist missionary 
: nut liing wariime and postwar 
> Comi njnist influence. ) 

De nocratic Lender AT i k e 
: Mans field of Montana lauded 
i Youi/g for his denunciation cf 

■ the society. 

■ Young srJd <he society has 
j organized cells in North I>a- 
I kola among "some of the most 

able and influential people in ., 
I e^clLj^ommumty," j 



I MAKES ACCUSATIONS 
; JIe sailL>Velch has "made ac- 
cusations^ against Ihc-^c-ri^-it 
of the United States snd ether 
top officers lap beyond any- 
thing the la'.e Sen Joe Mc- 
Carthy, (R.) a WiscO'.sm e"M 
thought of." 

"To label some of our most 
loyal and dedicated people as 
Communists plays right into the 
hands of the Comnvii.i«is " he 
tdded. 

_ Young placed in the ( ongres- 
sional Record articles f^om the 
Chicago Daily Mews of ':t<=t July 
£6 and the n it-rent edition cf 
Time Magazine dealing with the 
Birch Society snd Wek-Ji 

The news s">r v said Welch is 
author of a book, "The Politi- 
cian," which tries to prove that 
former Pres. Eipenhower was a 
dedicated Communist and his 
brother, Milton R. Eisenhower, 
was "Ike's superior in the Com- 
munist party." 

. The Time article told of so- 
ciety activities in several states 
and] said Welch is a forfner 
proJiinent Boston businessman ' 
whojregards the income taxjpnd 
I Social Security as moves toutord 
communism. s • 
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Lisfs Two Rhode Island Backets 



Birch Society a National Irritant 



Richard Cardinal Cushing, 
Catholic Archbishop of Boston, 
confirmed today that he had 
written a letter endorsing the 
John Birch Society, an extreme 
right wing group, but said he 
intended to look into the so- 
ciety's operation further. 

The letter was reproduced in 
a booklet issued by the society, 
based in Belmont. Mass. 

The society's agitation for 
causes on 1he extreme right 
has begun to be felt through- 
out the countiy. causing con- 
siderable discussion of its op- 
eration and investigation of its 
strength. 

Two Rhode Islanders, Robert 
B. Dresser of Providence and 
Norman D. MacLeod of Ken- 
yon, who are listed on The Com- 
mittee of Endorsers, today con;? 
firmed that they are backers. 

The Birch Society was de- 
nounced on the floor of the 
U.S. Senate last week by Sen. 
Milton R. Young, a notably con- 
servative North Dakota Repub- 
lican. He was joined in the de- 



By LKWIS W. WOLFSON 

nunciation by Senate Majority 
Leader Mike Mansfield, D-Mont. 

Cardinal Cushmg told the 
Jcirnal -Bulletin this morning 
that he had only met Robert 
H. W. Welch Jr., the society's 
founder, J1 once or twice a few 
years ago" and "didn't know 
anything about his society." 

He said that he was im- 
pressed with Mr. Welch's anti- 
communist attitude and en- 
dorsed the society "as part of 
his program. I thought it un 
doubtedly reflected his own 
anti-communist attitude and 
thinking." 

The Cardinal added that "if 
he's going to be attacking 
people, I'm just going to with- 
draw riy name." 

Cardinal Cushing said he felt 
that any stir that might be 
raised about his letter was "a 
iot of nonsense." He thought 
that the society might well be 
"one of those things that have 
gone to the extreme right just 
as some go to the extreme left." 

He said he would look into it 

after he returns from a pro- 
jected trip to Iceland. 

The letter js reproduced in 
one of the late It of the society's 
publications, a compilation of 
its supporters and endorses 
\jdth a statement of aims, which 
wis shown to the Journal-Bulle- 
tin last night. 

It was dated April 28, 1960, 
and addressed to a Mr. C. M. 
Crawford, Los Angeles, Calif. 
It read: 

"Dear M v Crawford: 

"Replying to your recent 
J^ier, I beg to advise you that 
I do not know of any more dedi- 
cated anti-communist in the 
country than Robert Welch, 

"I unhesitatingly recommend 
him to you and endorse his John 
Birch Society. 

"Under separate cover I am 
sending you some literature 
that may be of interest to you.' 

Mr. Dresser rea chert by tele 
phone in Sarasota, Fla., said 

Continued on_EfiaftJ8, Col. 1 
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Jg Providence Evening Bulletin, Mon., March 13, 196J 




Speaker: Gordon D. Hail, right, an ex- 
pert on hate groups, and guest speaker 
at the First Unitarian Church last night, 
discussed his topic before the meeting 



with, l-r, Arthur Michel of Providence, 
the Rev. William H. Jones of Brown Uni- 
versity and the Rev. Robert H. Schacht, 
senior minister of the criiirch.' ~^'- r - ' » 
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Birch Society a National Irritant 



Continued from Page One 
that he is an endorser of the 
society but refused to make any 
further comment, 

Mr. MacLeod said he had 
been a member of the society 
since it started. "I have known 
Bob Welch a great many years. 
He and I had often talked about 
communism and subversion." 
He said that "eventually he 
(Mr. Welch) thought up this 
plan" to fight ccmmunism. 

He said that there are two or 
three persons in Rhode Island 
in the "Home Chapter," the 
group's members-by-mail unit, 
He said he had trlked with Mr, 
Dresser about the Birch So- 
ciety, 

He thought the society had 
tried to start a "cell" in the 
state "some little time ago but 
I don't know what came of it." 

He has not been asked di- 

' reetly to do any particular work 

for the society but "they would 

like me to do what I've been 

doing for quite a while." 

Founded in 1958 

The John Birch Society was 
founded in December, 1958, by 
Mr, Welch, retired executive of 
the James O. Welch Candy 
Company in Cambridge. 

In the two years since, Mr, 
Welch has privately published 
two major tracts outlining a 
militant anti-communist move- 
ment; claimed the organization 
of cells in 34 states; built the 
membership to a figure vari- 
ously estimated between 100,000 
and 200,000 persons; launched 
a campaign to propagandize, 
and to influence teaching meth- 
ods and the choice and writing 
of textbooks, and energized 
various causes such as those to 
impeach Chief Justice Earl 
Warren of the U.S. Supreme 
Court, abolish foreign aid, de- 
nounce NATO and summit 



meetings — particularly through 
front groups. 

In his manifesto, "The Poli- 
tician," which he claims is not 
necessarily a bible for the Birch 
Society, Mr, Welch dropped a 
couple of bombshells that in re- 
cent weeks have exploded into 
the headlines : He has laheled as 
Communist agents, former Pres- 
ident Eisenhower, his brother, 
Milton, the late John Foster 
Dulles, and his brother, Allen, 
director of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. 

Milton Eisenhower is sup- 
posed to be his brother's "supe- 
rior and boss within the Com- 
munist Party" and "treason" is 
cited as the only word for the 
former president's "purposes 
and actions." 

FDR, Truman Named 

Also, either "knowingly" or 
"unknowingly" used by the 
Communists were former Presi- 
dents Roosevelt and Truman. 

"The Politician" and the 
"Blue Book," a handbook for 
society members, have gradu- 
ally leaked out to the press, in 
addition to Welch bulletins to 
chapters and his longtime 
monthly "American Opinion." 

Mr, Dresser, an attorney who 
has been associated with the Na- 
tional Economic Council, the 
Committee for Constitutional 
Government and other ultra 
right wing groups, led the suc- 
cessful fight against fair hous- 
ing legislation in Rhode Island 
Recently, he has campaigned in 
support of the work of the 
House committee on un-Ameri- 
can activities which has come 
under fire. 

Mr: MacLeod also was an 
opponent of fair housing bills. 

Gordon D. Hall of Boston, a 
writer and lecturer, conducted 
a personal probe of right wing 
groups for 15 years, says he has 
no knowledge of any John' 
Birch cells yet in operation in 
Rhode Island. 

He told an audience at the 



Fin Unitarian Church, Provi- 
den x, last night, that '"to the 
besi ()f my knowledge there are 
no organized hate groups in 
Pro i3ence or . in any other 
larp city" in the state. 

H praised Mr. Dresser for 
taki-; x a stand and sticking by 
it, t , ; noted that from his past 
wrii ngs, "the Dresser role here 
is vi -y obvious." 

Hall felt that Mr. Dresser 

to distinguish between a 

legitimate conservative 

and one that spills into 

:tremist areas. 

Hall felt that the reason 

ie exposure of the John 

movement is that it has 

to make itself felt all 

the country, with its 

4ng of school officials, 

?s, textbook writers and 

i:e. 

lough no "cells" appar- 
lave been organized here, 
Velch in his latest pam- 
ootes there are members 
• "Home Chapter," or mail 
■ indents, in every state. 
i >lunteer Coordinators' 
says that many members 
■me in through the Home 
Char sr and later are trans- 
fers to local chapters as they 
-med. He said there are 
Volunteer Coordinators" 
states and they will be 
,ed in other states. The 
e aim is a million mem- 
if fervent patriotism and 
lable character." 
■ Birch was a Navy cap- 
rho, while doing intel 
work in the Orient dur 
>rld War II, became a 
lary for his strong fun 
ilist faith. He was killed 
l blood by the Chinese 
Comn mists a few days after 
the w'-.r ended. 

Soc.ey dues are $24 a year 
for Trt'.i, $12 for women and 
$1,000 for a life membership. 
The heme office is at 395 Con- 
cord Ave., Belmon tMass. 
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UNITED STATES GOA^^NMENT 

Memorandum 



TO : SAC BOSTON (100-32899) 



date: 



3/17/61 



from : SA PAUL A# mNE 



subject: the JOHN BIHCH SOCIETY 
INFO CONCEHNIHG 
(IS) 

He memo of & CUHRIE dtd 2/17/61 

HERBERT A PHILBHICK stated this date that in a discussion with dRtoudfe 
Itobert $?. Vfelch, Jr. , the founder of the socioty, Welch told him there 
are 20 chapjbefcBs in Houston, Texas. Welsh alsD had told him that he would 
make him a home chapter member, but Welch did not describe what such a 
member wasjlfetr the contact with Welch which was 2 years ago, Philbrick 
received by mail a "blue" book and a "B&ack" book, Botha of these d escribe 
the organization in detail, Philbrick said he would/ these available to the 
writer during the week of Mar 20,1961. ^g^^ 

Philbricft said that each black book is mimbsrcd and each person is repponsiblj 
for it's safe-keeping. The book is subject to recall at any time by the or- 
ganizatioBU Philbrick also advised that he kntws that there is one chapter 
of the society in Bismark, N. Dakota. 

The writer will contact Philbrick 3/20-22/61 * hen he returns from Texas 
and obtain additional details re the 'society. Philbrick was interviewed 
at the Portsmouth RA enroute from Waterville "■* to Quincy, Mass. 
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txcerpts From Society's 'Blue BooF 



These are some excerpts from 
Robert Welch's "Blue Book" 
for the John Birch Society: 

"The John Birch Society will 
operate under completely au- 
thoritative control at all levels. 
The fear of tyrannical oppres- 
sion of individuals, and other 
arguments against the au- 
thoritative structure in the 
form of governments, have 
little hearing on the case of a 
voluntary association, where 
authoritative power can be ex- 
ercised and enforced only by 
persuasion; and what little 



the firm and positive direction 
of the Society's energies , . ." 
"Actually, we are going to 
cut through the red tape and 
parliamentary briar patches 
and road blocks of confused 
purpose with direct* authority 
at every turn 

"Whenever and wherever, 
either through infiltration by 
the enemy or honest difference 
of opinion, that loyalty (to my 
leadership) ceases to be suffi- 
cient to keep some fragment in 
line, we are not going to be in 



ragij : debates. "We are not 
goin to have factions develop- 
ing :i the two-sides-to-every- 
ques on theme . . ." 

"T ise members who cease 
to fe the necessary degree of 
loyal '■ can either resign or 
will »e put out before they 
build up any splintering follow 
ing c their own inside the so- 



weighed by the advantages of|cietys work weatoed byl tic processes 



ciety 

"Whenever differences of 
opiniir become translated intou 
a lac ; of loyal support, we shall [ 
have i liort cuts for eliminating 
both without going through any! 
congress of so-called democra-6 






» 



Ms .ch Ik, 1961 



foe 
b7. 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Boston, Mass, 

Dear Sirs: 

My mother has been the recipient of some material from the John Birch 

Society of $elmont, Mass, which is disturbing to e, and I would like 

some information about them if you have any. What sort of an organization 

is this, is it reputable, what sort of reputation does it have in your 
part of the country. 

It seems to profess to be affi-communistic but I t; nder if this is true, 

I surely would appreciate any information you cou d give mo on this matter, 

Thank you very much. 



fi-j y>^<ar*o1 




lb' 



/ 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 









*sy* -* 1 . 



« 



• 



l|-70 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston* Massachusetts 



March 21, 1961 




be 



Your letter dated March 15, 1961 has been received, 
and the Interest which prompted your communication is indeed 

appreciated. 

While X would lisfr to be of assistance, the 
function of the FBI as a faefcWgatherlng agency does not extend 
to furnishing evaluations or consents concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, organisation or 
publication, X regret therefore that X am unable to comply 
with ywur request for information* 

Very .truly yours. 



UM iM 



L. L. Laughlin 

Special Agent in Charge 
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(D) THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY- (JBS ) — SAC Letter 59-13 (f), 
dated March 10, 1959* set out background data concerning Robert H. 
Welch, Jr. j a candy manufacturer of Belmont, Massachusetts, and 
his anticommunist campaign. SAC Letter 60-5 (c)j dated January 26, 
i960, advised that in December - ,- 1958, Welch created an organization 
called "The John Birch Society," the long-range objective of which 
has been summarized as "less government, more responsibility, and 
a better world." 



Recently, a printer 
he had received an order from 



advised 

my 



JBS to print 10,000 copies of 
poster, n What You Can Do To Fight Communism.' 1 The JBS also requested 
the printer to print an addition on the poster to the effect that 
this statement was being distributed under the auspices of the JBS. 
We have advised the printer that the FBI has not given approval for 
JBS to reproduce the poster nor could the FBI approve of the addition 
to the poster reflecting its distribution by JBS, 

In view of this irresponsible organization's attempt to 
capitalize on the FBI's prestige, no Bureau publications of any 
kind are to be made available to JBS or to any of its representatives. 
You should be alert to the possibility that this group may attempt 
to reproduce Bureau publications and distribute them giving the 
impression that the KB I sanctions JBS. Immediately advise the Bureau 
of any such information coming to your attention. Further,, any 
requests by JBS to reproduce Bureau publications should be turned 
down. 
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UNITED STATES GOVJl&JMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SAC (100-32899) 



date: 3-27-61 



FROM 



SA KENNETH P. WEST 



subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



telephonicaiiy advised tnat lie is a graduate or idar o university and 
was thinking of going to work for the Jo hn Birch Society, although he 
has not as yet contacted them. | [ said he wanted to know if this 
service had any information in its rue concerning t lis organisation 
which might help him make up his mind as to whether or no* he should 
go to work there. 



It was explained to 



that the FBI could srpply him with no 
information in this regard J WllA even if we did have any information 
it would be confidential and could not be divulged; ind that the FBI 
would not make any comment pertaining to the John Birch Society. He 
was fjaurther advised that his decision as to whether he goes to work 
there is something he will have to make for himself s or at any rate 
something with which the FBI could not assist him. 



be 

fo7^ 








ftn- 



iD X *HJJ i UELHL ill i ! B t Lsi 1 *^ slrl Uj& 1 X UIM b"U JLU B 




, - Jf ? 



B&-8 Revised (6-17-59) 



boon 6r Threat? 



fi/Vcft Society 

Stirs National 
Controversy 

From a red-brick building in suburban Bel- 
mont has spread an idea — in fact, a philosophy — 
that has captivated nearly 100,000 Americans. 

It also has provoked the most heated political 
controversy since the heyday of the late Sen* 
Joseph McCarthy. 

The two-story brick building at 395 Concord 
Ave,, Belmont houses — in a spacious first-floor 
office — the headquarters of the semi-secret John 
Birch Society and its founder-leader, Robert H. W. 
Wtfch Jr. 

' ne controversy that boils in its wake centers 

on the society's noble aim — fighting commu 

BIRCH (Continued on Page Thirteen) 
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nism — but on its methods. Its critics charge that 
it resorts to the Reds' own weapons of smear and 
deceit, and in the process blackens many innocent 
people. 

SPECIAL TEAM 
OF REPORTERS 

Just what is the background of the John Birch 
Society? How does it operate? Who are its sup- 
porters and its critics? What is its strategy— and 
the strategy of its opponents? 

To find the answers, United Press International 
mobilized a special reporting team to research and 
investigate the society's operations and opposition 
across the nation. 

Here is the first of that team's revealing re- 
ports: 

By UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 

Residents of Santa Barbara, Calif., were in for 
ft surprise when they stepped out into the bright 
and blowy morning of Feb. 26 to pick up their Sun- 
day newspapers. 

In that quiet and beautiful city of about 60,000, 
a respected fellow citizen had discovered what he 
felt was an outrage. 

"The editor and publisher of the! began a two-column editorial o n 

r T "w?i p ™" f " in his 85th year,"! the front page. - i 



"His entire life iss been spent 
hi this communis y . . . he lived 
when conditions ^ere rugged. 
When West was 1! <st and men 
were men. 



"He lived during :*;riods when if 
a man or a group of men openly I 
by word of mouth, or the printed 
word, called our President . . . and 
others at the head d j our govern- 
ment, traitors, thty were made! 
to answer. 



;ret Co mmunist l ooks 
and acts just like 'any body else, 
only more so," Welch had in- 
structed them in the society's 
"Blue Book." In fact, Welch 
said, one of his prime suspects 
is "one of the nicest men you 
ever met. Most of them are." 



Exposure of such persons, even 
through "mean and dirty" tech- 
niques, Welch said, is one of the 
most effective means of shocking 
Americans awake in time to save 
"Such slanders o-'t-ai called for i ; themselves from Communism, 
a visit from a curageous and !; , T , . , _ , , 

irate group which nought with ', H( r advises "en**™ *° set U P 
+l , a ™ t k„™i „* :, „„* r, ta .» front groups, to infiltrate com 



them a barrel of 
feathers 



-r and a few 



munity organizations and to en- 
gage in direct letter writing to 
promote specific campaigns of his 
ultra-conservative society. 



Thomas More furke, ranch- 
er and citrus grower* owner of 
a newspaper sinct (900, briefly 
by interim appointment a United , .. , 
States senator, r pent of the r^Yfl? _ n J^__F™JLo 0n , the 



What is the real nature of this 



University of California, was 
' taking a stand against the John 
Birch Society. Anr against its 
founder and tender, Robert 
Welch of Belmont, Mass, 

Welch, 61, retired f -om a candy 
firm four years ag( o devote his 
life to fighting comnunism. What 
bothered Editor St:rke was the 
way Welch was figr : : ig it. 

In a letter writ, ri before he 
set up the society late in f958 
Walch told friends that: Presilcnt 
Elienhower; his bn ■her. Dr. Vlil- 
toi Eisenhower; tt-c late Se:re- 
tajy of State John oster Dailcs 
anil his brother, Allf Dulles, then 
and now head of t Central In- 
telligence Agency, <;re Commu- 
nist underground nn nbers. 



American political scene? Politi- 
cal scientists would classify it as 
ultra-conservative. 

It is and will remain a subject 
of controversy, however, over 
whether its tactics are compati- 
ble with American democratic 
principles as they are most dbp- 
ularlj understood. j 

OPPCSES POLITICAL I 

i CONCEPT OF DEMOCRACY ' 

| It is, in itself, an authoritarian 
society. (Editor Storke's adjective 
iwas "totalitarian.") Welch does 
not say the United States should 
have a similarly authoritarian 
form of government. 



LOOKING AROUND 
FOR COMMUNISTS 

But the statement 
hower wasn't all 5 
his mind. In Santa ] 
blessed as few comr 
nation with the cor ■: 
nature and materia 



physician. 

Several active cl 
semi-secret society 



But he is far from completely 

sold on the form we now have. 

I And as for the political concept 

; of a democracy, he regards it 

j frankly as a "weapon of demago- 

tbout Eisen- ; guery, and a perennial fraud." 

rke had on! 

rhat-a Heoif I Bv Welch's political standards, 
rMraiwett.jj Dwight Eisenhower is a Com- 
nmes in the.; munist, and so are many others 
Drts of both" in high government places, past 
vealth, lives i and present. These are stand- 
a member «f the so iaty's 26-raanl "^ not ^^y 00 ^ accepts. 
council, Dr. Gram/..* Knight, a^ The U. S. Senate on March 8 

heard Sen. Milton R. Young, North 
Dakota Republican, declare that 
rters of the' Welch's accusations against Eisen- 
are studying! hower and others had gone "be- 
commumsm at private m eetingsj yond anything the late Joe McCar- 
a nd looking a round town foruim-fthy ever thought of." _._ 

munjuto to expose. J i 

— " On the other hand a Senate In- 



Ite rnal Affair s subcommittee has| 
described Welch's John Birch 
Society as a "patriotic organ- 
ization." 

And because there is evidence 
to support the society's claim that 
it is growing, the controversy 
around it is also bound to grow in 
the months ahead. 

Santa Barbara was not the 
first or the last community to 
have been torn by the society's 
activities nor to have seen it 
assailed by its newspapers. 

The organization has become 
embroiled in controversy in 
many states, including Wiscon- 
sin, Texas, Ohio, Kansas, Cali- 
fornia and North Dakota. 
At issue between the society 
and many who might otherwise 
share Welch's conservative views, 
is his reasoning that everything 
he personally considers wrong is 
a Communist plot. 

At issue between the society 
and those who condemn it is the 
tendency of its activities, to 
suppress if not the right, at 
least the respectability, or dis- 
sent. 

This question has split the 
Supreme Court itself in decisions 
which have qualified the First 
Amendment rights of witnesses 
before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. 

Inhibition of free speech caused 
by such private organizations as 
the Birch Society, have had no 
judicial rule. Editor Storke's state 
ment of principles said: "We be' 
lieve . . . that traitors should be 
dealt with by the courts, not by 
vigilante groups." 

John Birch had nothing to do 
with the group which bears his 
name. He was a young funda- 
mentalist Baptist missionary from 
Georgia. * 



He serveTfiirw'fcitelligence of- 
ficer in China during Worid War 
II and was killed 10 days after 
V-J Day by Chinese Communists. 
He was 27 when he died. 

FIRST CASUALTY 
IN THIRD WAR 

Robert Welch never heard of 
Birch until after his death, but he 
has researched and written his 

life story. 

Welch has memorialized Birch 
as "probably the first American 
casualty in that Third World War, 
between Communists and the ever- 
shrinking 'free world,' which is 
still being waged against us." 

When he came to found a Com- 
munist-fighting organization, he 
called it the John Birch Society 

In Birch's name, Society mem' 
bers are asked to write letters 
to Congressmen and others, op* 
erate in "front" organizations 
and through community groups 
such as PTAs and Chambers of 
Commerce to push campaigns 
conceived by Welch as anti- 
Communist. 

These include movements to 
impeach Chief Justice Eari War 
ren, to repeal the income, tax 
law, to rout the social gospel from 
the churches, to oppose the North 
Atlantic Treaty Alliance, foreign 
aid, the United Nations an cul 
tural, or any other, exchanges 
with Russia. 

ATTENDED HARVARD 
LAW SCHOOL 

At her farm home near Macon, 
Ga., Birch's mother, Mrs. George 
S. Birch, said she and her husband 
are "heartily in accord" with 
Welch's organization. "And we are 
proud for it to bear our son's 
name." 

Welch also is a native Southern 
er, born in North Carolina, Dec. 
1, 1899. He was reared in what 
he now calls "the intellectually 
restrictiqgjxttids of the unusually 



narrow Southern BdpRsv—i&Aa- 
mentalism." 

He spent four years at the 
University of North Carolina, two 
at the Naval Academy and two 
at Harvard Law Schriot before 
going into the candy business. 

He was for years rice presi- 
dent of the James 0. Welch 
Company, headed by bis brother, 
which has factories in Massa- 
chusetts and in Los Angeles, 
In his own words— a biographi- 
cal sketch Welch wro'e in the 
third person for society members 
—he "'has one wife, tvc sons, a 
golden retriever dog, and fourteen 
golf clubs— none of wh i:h he un- 
derstands, but all of which he 
loves." 

He is an affable man v .ho smiles 
easily and exhibits in hs writings 
a sense of humor, love of poetry 
and wide knowledge of listory and 
literature. 

He was a director of the Nation- 
al Association of Mar lfacturers 
for seven years, serving also as 
a vice president of the organiza- 
tion. Three former prffLdents of 
the NAM are or have U*m on the 
Birch Society's council 

On Jan. 1, 1957, his riography 
says, he "gave up most of his 
business responsibilities -and most 
of his income— in order o devote 
practically all of his !ime anto 
energy to the anti-viornrnuniit 
cause." 

The John Birch So-iety waj 
founded almost two yi ;irs later; 
on Dec. 9, 1958, at Indianapolis, 
after Welch delivered * two-day 
speech to 11 men he hnc invited 
to hear it. 

That speech is t >day the 
"Blue Book" of the st< iety, the 
official statement of i& alms 
and methods. It is supplemented 
by monthly bulletins to mem- 
bers and the magazim "Ameri- 
can Opinion," whicb Welch 
founded before the society and 
of which he is editor, 
The message and aim is: "Less 
government, more =rF5p5n5ibility 
and a better world." 



Welch "quite literally want 
repeal the 20th century. But un- 
like many who share this desire, 
either politically or nostalgically, 
he views its trend toward "col- 
lectivism" not simply as a mis- 
take but as a sinister conspiracy. 

He sees the "conspiracy" as a 
move to change the economic and 
political structure of the United 
States so that this nation can be 
merged with the Soviet Union 
without a fight. 

"You have only a few more 
years," he told his listeners at 
Indianapolis. "We are living . . . 
in such a fool's paradise as the 
people of China lived in 20 years' 
agotf' 

'"TCie danger is almost entirely 
intetnal," Welch said, "from Com-; 
murjst influences right „ in our 



midst and treason right in our 
government." \ 

{The idea that the nation mux 
mobilize its resources to combat 
tile external danger of Soviel 
military might and Sputnik su* 
premacy is, in Welch's view, a 
part of the Communist plot. 

"In other words, under the 
guise of fighting Communisn , 
we are being stampeded into the 
biggest jump ever toward, and 
perhaps the final jump right 
into, socialism and then the 
Communist camp," 

Welch would repeal virtually all 
the social and economic legisla- 
tion of the last 30 years. 

'The greatest enemy of man 
anc always has been, gover| 
me it," he said. 

TOMORROW: The society] 
d&trine and membership, 



V 



# 




UNIDENTIFIED members of John Birch Society are society's national neadquarters on Concord 

shdwn inside one of rooms that moke up semi-secret Belmont, 
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St rength Not Great But--- 



"Birch Movement 



By Max Lerner 



Real Danger 



(Hear Prof. Lemer in <"n,„ a- 
days at 8:30 or Sundays at lp m f ° f 0verkiU> ' <» Ch. 2 Frf. 

-"-W MESf ^^ SS 
answer was thatZ !toi?l ety i" 0vement My 
the danger is real ^ B not yet *«»* but 



J"' - ' -I 



,? 



Bftpnont Mass., which has «*■ expans,on from -• 

™fic Coast, in the Middle 
West and in Texas than it has 
as yet in the East 



t*c , . li weakens Am?^ the nati ™. 

Hs i avowed intent is to fight ™y &*% ^jncf deiW 

communism, as was the avow?d a ^st a SLh^L* surviv a' 

Mrrir ce .°f f man called ««ny. Sh Md res ^ce/uJ 
McCarthy. But McCarthy was 
a monument of fodemmt JT 



-.«.« BiMij. .out, Mcuarthy was ». 

a monument of judgment mm ^^e was alwai™ „ t , 

pared to the BircierfoTwelch- rf fana tX i? thV feS ^ 

ers ^ ~™* "*' nhower mo ™n»nt which £ K^ 

«um£ ?» .^th its fail £* **P: 



F^™ iu me aironers, or Welch. Ui Ia na«cism in tk»i# « wre 



the * ft ;i i J ,. Me st ates whe™ 
.Despite the fact that commu- *^%&$\ « *K 
nism is weaker in America™ cal - Mfcta! s^-*? 6 *&ii- 
i any modern industrial coun" Naders of the S- "^otaal 



^^tplays up theJ^ger of Pities are ££« 



^^s^aasist 



#fcp vn- ^--^//aw err -, ,-„ 
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WELCH 

tll ? u i he ?"* the comparison with 

™cuirthy fed on publicity 
while until now Welch Saw to 
have avoided it. McCaS?LS 
a Senate committee to work 

&ZK 5? rings J™ ^ 

Rational headlines, but Welch 
has tad to rely on hi s organ,? 
m % sIhIIs across the country./ 

No one can say now whethL 

Welch hopes some day to rAn 
(America in his own way, r dt 
jam I interested in guessing, I 
(do know that if his movement 
rolls up strength, it will mean 
that the self-appointed vigi- 
lantes of the thought police will 
refuse teachers, preachers and 
writers the credentials, of their 
own version of Americanism. 

The first step in such a move- 
ment is to tell the people of 
each community whom they 
cannot listen to or read. The 
next step will be to tell them 
whom they can listen to and- 
read. 

I don't believe that the tem- 
per of the nation is ready to 
accept this easily. 

In California, which is one of 
the centers of strength of Welch- 
ism, the students of the Uni- 
versity of California at Santa 
Barbara have been enrolled in 
cells for keeping a watch over 
the faculty and checking up on 
their "loyalty." 

Fortunately Chancellor Sam- 
uel B. Gould has expressed his 
sense of outrage at jhir rtniean- 
liege atmosphere. Gov. 



Edmund" Brown has asked the 
state attorney general to make 
an inquiry into what makes the 
group tick. 

The conservatives in Cali- 
fornia show an equal awareness 
of its danger not only to the 
nation as a whole but to their 
own conservative doctrine. 

The Los Angeles Times, whose 
true-blue brand of conservative 
Republican loyalties is scarcely 
open to question, has run a 
series of articles on the 
Birchers, and an editorial argu- 
ing sober ly but firml ythat this 
% nwirwsuservative ddCuhw-uut 
is destructive of it, Richard 

*nme them i nft sm 'a, 

^d your Fw^^ erjc a*ism 
*« told the S **¥*****>" I 
church "hL Ambers of iX 

^WouId^S/edbyld 5 

0Ur free society/^ 
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^Semi-Secret Group 

Fights Communism 
But With Big How? 

(The methods of the John Birch Society in fight- 
ing Communism have stirred controversy in many 
U.S. cities. A UPl special reporting team was as- 
signed to investigate its purposes, operations and 
opposition. 

(This is the first of three articles.) 

By BARBARA BUNDSCHU 

United Press International 

Residents of Santa Barbara, Calif., were in for 
a surprise when they stepped out into the bright and 
blowy morning of Feb. 26 to pick up their Sunday 
newspapers. In that quiet and beautiful city of about 
60,000, a respected fellow citizen had discovered what 
he felt was an outrage. 



'The editor and publisher 
of the News-Press is in his 
85th year," began a two- 
column editorial on the 
front page. 

"His entire life has been 
spent in this community . . . 
he lived when conditions 
were rugged. When West 
was West and men were 
men. He lived during periods 
whpn_if_ a^man or a group 
of men openly by word of 



mouth, or the printed word, 
called our President ... 
and others at the head ol 
our government, traitors, 
they were made to answer. 
Such slanders often called 
for a visit from a courageous 
and irate group which 
brought with them a barrel 
of tar and a few feathers . . ." 

BIRCH SO CIETY _ 

Page TwSffie ""' 
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Headquarters ChuimXontroversy 
On a Quiet Suburban Avenue 



Belmont Man's Society 
Stirs U.S. Furor 




ON A QUIET STREET in Belmont, 
opposite the town swimming rind play area, 
is the national headquarters of the John Birch 
Societyj a semi-secret groin dedicated to 
exterminating communism, bu whose extreme 
methods have provoked contr -versy in many 
United States cities. 

FOUNDER AND LEADER of the of-. 
ganization is Robert H. W. V.'elch Jr. (left). 
Welch caused great indign tion when l|e 
branded the then President Eisenhower a 
Communist dupe. One of the >ciety's goals is 
to impeach Chief Justice Wai -en. 




(Globe Photo by 



I'ConneU) 



<HBtR€H SOCfETY 

Continued from the First Page 

Thomas More Storke, 
rancher and citrus grower, 
owner of a newspaper since 
1900, briefly by interim a U.S. i 
senator, regent of the Uni-J 
versity of California, was tak- j 
lug a stand against the John 
JShrfe-SBtiety and it» joiimtei; j 



ider, Rob ert H. .- W . 
Welch Jr. of Belmont, Mass. . 

Welch, 61, 'retired from a 
candy firm four years ago to 
devote his life to fighting 
communism. What bothered 
Storke was the way Welch 
was fighting it. 
?ln a letter written before 
he set up the society late :n 
11958 and still in limited ci ■- 
dulation, Welch told friends 



that President Eisenhowe; 
hisjbrother, Dr, Milton Eisen 
hower, the late Secretary o: 
State John' Foster Dulles an 
hisj brother, Allen Dull 
then and now head of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
were members of the Com- 
munist underground. 

But the statement about 
Eisenhower wasn't all Storke 
had on his mind. In Santa 
Barbara itself, blessed as few 
communities in the nation 
with the comforts of both 
nature and material wealth, 
lives a member of the 
society's 26-man council, Dr, 
Granville Knight, a phy- 
sician. Several active chap- 
ters of the semi-secret society 
were studying communism at 
private meetings and looking 
around town for Communists 
to expose. 

EDITOR DARES 
SOCIETY TO SUE 

"The secret Communist looks 
'and acts just like anybody else, 
Jonly more so" Welch had in- 
structed them in the society's 
."Blue Book." He could be any- 
body you know. In fact, Welch 
said, one of his prime suspects 
is ' J mm u" Mie nicest gum jmw 
.fixer met Moat of them ^ re -" 



Exposure of such persons, 
javen thro ugh "mea»-»asHfes*y" 
teenmefses, Welch said, is one 
;of the most effective means of 
'shocking the American people 
t awake in time to save them- 
selves from communism. He 
also advises members to set up 
ifront groups, to infiltrate com- 
munity organizations and to 
engage in directed letter writ- 
ing to promote specific cam- 
paigns of his ultra-conserva- 
tive society. 

It was to protest what these 
tactics were doing to Santa 
Barbara that editor Storke 
raised his editorial voice. J 

"The News -Press condemns! 
the tactics that have brought 
anonymous telephone calls of 
denunciation to Santa Bar- 
barans in recent weeks from 
members of the John Birch So- 
ciety or their sympathizers," 
Storke's editorial said. | 

"The News-Press condemns 
the pressures on wealthy resi- 
dents who fear and abhor 
communism, to contribute 
money to an organization 
whose leader has said that 'for 
reasons you will understand, 
there can be no accounting of 
funds.' . . . 

"The John Birch Society al- 
ready has done a grave dis- 
service to Santa Barbara by 
arousing suspicions and a 
mutual distrust among men of 
good will. The organization's 
adherents, sincere in their op- 
position to communism, do not 
seem to understand the dan- 
gers of the totalitarian dyna- 
mite with which they are 
tampering. 

"The News-Press challenges 
them; Come up from under- 
1 ground, 

"And if they believe that in 
being challenged they have 
grounds for suit — let them sue. 
The News-Press would wel- 
come a suit as a means of shed- 
ding more light on' the John 
Birch Society." <f- - > 



WEijpfl y nT SURE •—*-*-* 
OF DEMOCRACY 

What the real nature of 
this rela ,?ely new group on 
the Amc :an political scene? 
Political : entists would classi- 
fy it as tra-conservative. It 
is and wi . remain a subject of 
controversy, however, over 
whether i;.- tactics are compat- 
ible with Vmerican democratic 
principles as they are most 
popularly inderstood. 
It is, h itself, an authori- 
ty. (Editor Storke's 
•as "totalitarian"). 
not say the United 
d have a similarly 
i form of go\fern- 



tarian soc 
adjective 
Welch doc 
States she 
authoritar. 
ment. 



, But he if far from compl >te- 
ly sold on the form we nbw 



r 



har^i-Aiif! 3s for tha T"i 1 Uif gJ ' i 



thts question has split the 
concept of a democracy, he (Supreme Court itself in deci- 
regards it frankly as a "weap- 1 sions which have qualified the ' 
on of dema ff og-uery, and a 'First Amendment rights of wit- 
perennial frand." nesses before the House Com- 

■ mittee on Un-American Activ- 
By Welch's political stand- j ities. 



ards, Dwight Eisenhower is a 
Communist, and so are many- 
others in high government 
places, past and present. These 
are standards not everyone ac- 
cepts. The U.S. Senate on Mar. 
8 heard Sen. Milton R. Young, 
North Dakota Republican, de- 
clare that Welch's accusations 
against Eisenhower and others 
had gone "beyond anything the 
late -Joe McCarthy ever 
thought of." On the other hand 
a Senate Internal Affairs sub- 
committee has described 



Inhibition of free speech + 
caused by such private organ-,, 
izations as the Birch Society, I 
have had no judicial rule. Edi- 
tor Stork e's statement of prin~[ 
ciples, said: "We believe . . .; 
that traitors should be dealt 
with by the courts, not by 
vigilante groups." 



BIRCH KILLED 

BY CHINA REDS 

John Birch had nothing to 
do with the group which bears 



Welch's John Birch Society as his name. He was a young 1 



a "patriotic organization," 

And ■ because there is evi- 
dence to support the society's 
claim that it is growing, the 
controversy around it is also 
bound to grow in the monthi 
ahjead, 



C< 3NTTROVERSY 
SPREADS FAR 

Santa Barbara was not the 
first or the last— although it 
would seem among the most 
unlikely — community to have 
been torn by the society's ac- 
tivities nor to have seen it 
assailed by its newspapers. The 
organization has become em- 
broiled in controversy in many 
states, including Wisconsin, 
, Texas, Ohio, Kansas, California 
and North Dakota. 

The_ amount of secrecy sur- 
rounding its operations has 
varied considerably from com- 
munity to community, and 
Welch has given up his fight to 
avoid publicity about the 
group. 

At issue between the society 
and many who might otherwise 
share Welch's conservative 
political and economic views is 
his persistent reasoning that 
everything he personally con- 
siders wrong is a Communist 
plot 

At issue between the so- 
ciety and those who condemn 
it is the tendency of its activ- 
ities to suppress, if not the 
riiffiit, "t-jeast tb^ft— IftSDfict- 
ability of, dissent. 



Fundamentalist Baptist mis- 
sionary from Georgia, who 
served as an intelligence officer 
in China during World War II, 
and was killed 10 days after 
V.J . Day by Chinese Commun- 
ists He was 27 when he di d. 
I ,obert Welch never heard of 
Bijfch until after his death, qut 
he has researched and written 
his life story. Welch has mem- 
orialized Birch as "probably 
the first American casualty in', 
that Third World War, between) 
communists and the ever-; 
shrinking 'free world,' which] 
is still being waged against us." ' 
And when he came to found a ( 
communist-fighting organiza- i 
ti on, he called it the John 
Birch Society. 

In Birch's name, members 
of the society are asked to 
write letters to congressmen 
and others, operate in "front" 
organizations and through 
established community groups 
such as P.T.A.'s and chambers 
of commerce to push cam- 
paigns conceived by Welch as 
anti -communist. 

These include movements to 
impeach Chief .^Jiirtias* Earl 
WSTrfcn™feo repeal the income 
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. to rout tiajs g""" 1 

TJin^the churches, to 

.he "■ North Atlantic 

Alliance, foreign aid, 

;d Nations 3nd cuitu- 

;hy other, exchanges 

sia. 

farm home near Ma- 

. Birch's mother, Mrs. 

-. Birch, said she and) 

and are "heartily in' 

A-ith Welch's organi-j 

nd we are proud for. 

* our son's name," 

quite literally wants 

tie 20th century. But 

lany who share this I 

either politically or I 

illy, he views its trend' 

"collectivism" not 

? a mistake but as a 

:onspiracy to change 

iom;c and political 

of the United States 

this nation can be 

■vi-th the Soviet Union 
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iave only a few more 
e told his listeners at 
olis. "We are living 
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danger is almost (fen- 
internal," Welch skid, 
Communist influences 
i our midst and treason 
i our government'* 

i 
idea that the nation 
:obihze its resources to 
the external danger of 

military might and 
1 i k supremacy is, in 

view, a part of the 
nist plot. "In other 
inder the guise of fight- 
munism,, we are being 
:L into the biggest jump 
vards, and perhaps the 
np right into, socialism 
len the Communist 



IFOULD REPEAL 

S tCIAL MEASURES 



i would repeal virtu- 
of the social and eco- 
legislation of the last i 
5. j 

arned that communism 
g slipped over on the! 
an people so gradually! 
tsidiously that before! 
;hey can no longer re- 1 
sist tt'-e Communist conspiracy} 
as froe citizens, but can re- 1 
sist the Communist tyranny 
only ry themselves becoming 
consp . rators against established 
gove: nment." 
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weich Bmy * 
for Month, 
Press Told 

By JEROME SULLIVAN 

The reporter entered the 
red brick, building at 395 Con- 
cord av., Belmont, walked married three years later and 
down a narrow corridor and has J^a grown sons. He has 

i „j v -u j «.. .,«-u +-u« lived for most of the past 40 
poked bis head through the year3 - n Greater Bost £ n and 

open door of a large brightly make his home now in Bel- 



M-j Welch is R obert H.. W. 
Welch Jr., 6l-year-oia found- 
er and head man of the John 
Birch Society, who several 
years ago labeled President 
Eisenhower and his brother, 
Milton, agents of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Born on a North Carolina 
farm, Welch was educated at 
the University of North Caro- 
lina, the U.S. Naval Academy 
and Harvard Law School, 

He came to Boston in IS 19, 



lighted office. 

A young lady arose from 
her desk and said, "Can I 
help you?" 

"Yes, could I see Mr. Welch, 
please?" 



reporter. 

o, "At least a month/' she 
skid, 

WELCH 

Page Twelve 



mont. 

In his own words — a bio- 
graphical sketch Welch wrote 
in the third person for society 
members— he "has one wife, 
two sons, a Golden Retriever 
dog, and fourteen golf clubs — 

The ladv asked the name none of whicb he understands 
We iaay asKea me name but all of whiC h he loves." 

and then said, I m sorry, but He is an affable man who 
Mr. Welch is very busy." .smiles easily and exhibits in 

jhis writings a sense of humor, 
"How long do you suppose love of poetry and wide knowl- 
he'll be tied up," asked the ed Se of Kistory and- literature 
v , .Throughout the greater Jtort 

of I his adult life he has btten 
int the candy manufacturmg 
business, serving for a number 
ofJiyears as vice president nn- 
[charge of sales and advertis- 
ing of the James O. Welch Co., 

, ' • which is headed by his brother ~~ 

Continued jrom the First Pdggand has factories in Cambridge 

l L, , ,, ,i and Los Angeles. 

Staggered, the reporter rfi.' He gave his business Iife 

fiVcted a second, and then rk- about four year g ag0 to deVote 

rrjerked, Lady, no one can *e all of his time t(J ^ fight 

«wfn S L ■ » u -j « A j iagainst Communism. 
! Well, he js, she said. "And While with the Welch Co 

%u u • * j iL -i ne was for several years a 

i« Zt L l Sl°J m ™ th w C i a l' director of the ^tional Assn. 

ler that neither Mr. Welch of Manufacturers. 

nor she nor anyone else, m In 1950 he ran f ft Q p 

n G ™ if; fhl I2L state r ment nomination for lieutenant gov- 
Mr w i £ ^ If ? W3S ernor of Massachusetts and fln- 
Mr. Welch available for any ^d sec0 nd in a rather bulky 

field. 

When he announced his can- 
didacy he sent out a letter to 



interview. 

The modern, two -story red-; 
brick building on tree-lined' 
.Concord av., next to the Bel 
'mont Post Office, houses the 
headquarters of the John Birch 
[Society — a nationwide organi- 
sation that is dedicated to the 
I extermination of the Com- 
munist conspiracy by any and 
all methods. 



_ It's a semi-secret organiza 
tion that doesn't wan: 
torie ty, bu t it ca 1 

htttp- gCLLffig it, 



"fellow citizens of Massachu- 
setts" in which he said, in 
part: 

"The America into which you 
and I were born, for all its im- 1 
perfections, was by far the! 
best environment for human 



,. life that our poor fumbling! 
i fBn^ pn-^ rJrace has ever achieved . . , 
iftT seem to Du * everything which has made' 
America envied by the rest of 
the wor ld we are hjul- -uiT&w- 
Trnrway for a phony security 
and a creeping collectiyisni/', . 
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t He said fu rther thatl'tbp ma- 
jority are being talked into 
swapping solid heirlooms of 
freedom for cheaply veneered 
pieces of shoddy security, 
largely by slick operators who 
profit by the deals. ... I believe 
that with a rebirth of effort 
it is still possible to make 
the American people see what 
is happening, and I want to 
make whatever personal con- 
tribution I can to such an 
effort." 

[ The aims of Welch's John 
Birch Society are to eradicate , 
Communism and strive for a ! 
world with less government 
because "government is, and 
always has been, the greatest 
enemy of man." 

These aims and the methods 
of accomplishment are found 
in the 180-page "Blue Book" 
of the Society, a document 
which contains the two-day 
speech delivered by Welch in 
Indianapolis in December, 1958, 
when he founded the organiza- 
tion. 

■ The Society also sends out 
monthly bulletins to its mem- 
bers, Robert Welch edits a 
monthly magazine called 
"American Opinion" which 
was founded before the Society. 

The Belmont office is the 
ters of "Amerj 
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f f The methods of the John Birch Society in fighting Ctvn- 

mkniam have stirred controversy in many U.S. cities, A UPt J 

special reporting team was assigned to investigate its pp/- , 

pohs, operation* and opposition. This is the first of thtee j 

articles.) ' 

By BARBARA BUNDSCHU 

(United Press International) 

Residents of Santa Barbara, 
Calif, were in for a surprise 
when they stepped out into 
the bright and clowy morning 
of Feb. 26 to pick up their 
Sunday newspapers. In that 
quiet and beautiful city of 
about 60,000, a respected fel- 
low citizen, had discovered 
what he felt was an outrage. 

"The editor and publisher of 
the News-Press is in his 85th 
year," began a two-column edi- 
torial on the front page. 

"His entire life has been 
spent in this community . . . 
he lived when conditions were 
rugged. When West was West! 
and men were men. He lived 
difring periods when if a man 
or a group of men openly by 
w>rd of mouth, or the printed] 
wgrd, called cur President . t . 
and others at the head of our 



government, traitors, they 
were made to answer. Such 
slanders often called for a visit 
from a courageous and irate 
group which brought with 
them a barrel of tar and a 
few feathers . . ," 

Thomas More Storke, ' 
rancher and citrus grower, 1 
owner of a newspaper since 
1900, briefly by interim a U.S. i 
senator, regent of the Uni- 
versity of California, was tafc- ' 
tog a stand against the John I 
Birch Society and its founder i 
and leader, Robert H. W. 
Welch Jr. of Belmont, Mass. 

Welch; 61, retired from a 
candy firm four years ago to 
devote his life to fightfng 
communism. What bothe: 'ed 
Storke was the way We oh 
was fighting it. 

In a letter written before 



*t 



he set up the society late in 
lf58 and still in limited cir- 
culation, Welch told frienjs 
that President Eisenhower, 
hfe brother, Dr. Milton Eisek- 
hower, the late Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles and 
his brother, Allen Dulles, 
then and now head of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
wire members of the Com- 
munist underground. 

EDITOR DARES 
SOCIETY TO SUE 



| "The secret Communist looks 
!and acts just like anybody elie, 
(only more so " Welch had m- 
str acted them in the society 
"B.ue Book." He could be ant- 
bo iy you know. In fact, Welch 
' said, one of his prime suspects 
is "one of the nicest men you 
ever met. Most of them are." 

Exposure of such persons, 
even through "mean and dirty" 
techniques, Welch said, is one 
'of the most effective meaas of 
shocking the American people 
awake in time to save trkm- 
silves from communism. \He 
afto advises members to setVip 
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front groups, to infiltrate com- 
mumty organizations and to 
ejpgage in directed letter wriit- 
iite to promote specific carl- 
Pjigns of his ultra-conservi 
tare society, \ 

It was to protest what these 
tactics were doing: to Santa 
Barbara that editor Storke 
raised his editorial voice. 



WELCH NOT SURE 
OF DEMOCRACY 

What is the real nature of 
■ this relatively new group on 
I tiie American political scene? 
political scientists would classi- 
fy it as ultra-conservative It 
is and will remain a subject of 
controversy, however, over 
whether its tactics are compat- 
ible with American democratic 
.principles as they are most 
I popularly understood, 
I It is, in itself, an authori- 
tarian society. (Editor Storke'sl' 
!f J«tive was "totalitariaifh I 
fVeich does not say the United' 
I Mates should have a similarly' 
j authoritarian form of eovetn-l 
ment. ^ 



But he is far from complete- 
ly sold on the form we now 
Tiave. And as for the political 
concept of a democracy, he 
regards it frankly as a "weap- 
on of demagoguery, and a 
perennial fraud." 

BIRCH KILLED 
BY CHINA REDS 

John Birch had nothing to 
do with the group which bears 
his name. He was a young i 
Fundamentalist Baptist mis- 
sionary from Georgia, who 
served as an intelligence office/? 
in China during World War Ii, 
and was killed 10 days after 
V.J, Day by Chinese Commun- 
ists. He was 27 when he diefi. 

Robert Welch never heard of 
B.h^ch until after his death, but 
he pas researched and written 
hisflife story. Welch has mem- 
orialized Birch as "probably 
the first American casualty in 
that Third World War, between 
communists and the ever- 
shrinking 'free world,' which 
is still being waged against us." i 
And -when he came to found a' 
communist-fighting organiza- ' 
tion, he called it the John 
Birch Society. 

In Birch's name, members 
of the society are asked to 
write letters to congressmen 
and others, operate in "front" 
organizations and through 
established community groups 
such as P.T.A.'s and chambers 
of commerce to push cam- 
paigns conceived by Welch as 
anti-communist. 

These include movements to; 
impeach Chief Justice Ea»l 
W&rren, to repeal the income' 
tape law, to rout the social 
gospel from the churches, jo 
oj^ose the North Atlantic j 
Treaty Alliance, foreign aid/ 



the United Nations and 
ral, or any other, exc 
with Russia. 
, Welch quite literally 
to repeal the 20th centui 
unlike many who shai 
desire, either political 
nostalgically, he views it: 
toward "collectivism" 
simply as a mistake bu 
sinister conspiracy to < 
the economic and pi 
structure of the United 
so that this nation c 
merged with the Soviet 
without a fight. 
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Call W arren Red Dupe «^— * 
FoTCivil Rights Stand 

Birch Society 
Would Impeach 
Chief Justice 

(Following is the second of three dispatches 
about the semi-secret John Birch Society, an 
organization that has created controversy across 
the land because of its methods of fighting 
communism.) 

By BARBARA BUNDSCHU 

United Press International 

At the start of 1961 the John Birch Society 
organized! one to 100 chapters in each of 34 states 
and the District of Columbia, 
according to its founder and 
leader, Robert Welch of Bel- 
mont, Mass. 

(Still to be organized: Ala- 
bama, Alaska, Colorado, Dela- 
ware, Idaho, Maine, Maryland, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Jersey, Oklahoma, Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode Island and 
Vermont) . 

"The John Birch Society is 
to be a monolithic body," 
Welch said in a blue book of 
the organization's doctrine. 

to stop the Communist con 
spiracy." 

JOHN BIRCH , _ _ i 




WELCH 



"A Republican form of gov 
eminent or of organization 
has many attractions and ad- 
vantages, under certain favor- 
able conditions. But under * 
less happy circumstances it 
lends itself too readily to in- 
filtration, distortion and dis- 
ruption. And Democracy, of 
course, in government or or- 
ganization ... is merely a de- 
ceptive phrase, a weapon of 
demagoguery, and a peren- 
nial fraud . . . 

"The John Birch Society 
will operate under completely 
au thoritativ e co ntrol at. all 
levels . . . m collection of de- 
bating societies is ever going j 



Page Thirteen 




RIGHTS decisu: s V 
nef Justice Earl Warrei ha^e 
traged members of the for 
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JOHN BIRCH 

Continued from the JfirsfcE fl p e 
* He hoped for one million 
dedicated members to fight 



the forces of evil with "evan- 
gelical fervor." 

, l. BtaLJl . Talbert, «5r*3te» 
! geles insurance executive who 
is one of the society's coun cil 

memb££s* estimated recently 
tgattt flight >iyw jnqnnn 
members by the end of 1961, 
its third year. 

Welch said he wanted to 
r raise a million dollars from j 
sources other than dues dur- [ 
ing the society's first year — ; 
"and even that amount is an 
awfully small drop in the 
bucket, against what either 
the direct Communist propa- 
gandists or the Reutherite 
labor bosses are spending 
against us," 



KEEPS BELMONT 
POSTMAN BUSY 



There is no public accounting 
of either money or membership. 
Dues are $24 a year for men 
and $12 for women; life mem 
barships are $1000, either s " 
Appeals for additional vol 
tiy contributions accompaiy 
all mailings to members. Wejph 
his said he draws no salary 

There are 28 full-time em- 
ployees at headquarters and 
the society is reported to be 
the largest single source of 
revenue for the Belmont post 
office, next door. 

Another 35 salaried persons 
work around the country as co- 
ordinators of member groups, 
and an additional 100 persons 
work full or almost full time 
as volunteers. 

Welch frankly has borrowed 
the Communist teechnique of 
setting up "front" groups for 
specific purposes. He acknowl- 
edged that another technique 
he advocates — the use of load- 
ed questions to smear a sus- 
pect he can't prove is a Com- 
munist—is "mean and dirty." 

Chapters operate at widely 
different levels of secrecy. In 
North Dakota, meetings are an- 
nounced on local radio stations 
and everybody's welcome, The 
North Dakota organization, 
with about 400 members in 19 
chapters, was active in a pro- 
posal to outlaw the Federal in- 
come tax which was approved 
by tfc o cto*qfr lower house but 
killed in the sta tn Sonata , 

In Dallas^ Tex. A a 32-year-old 



hijcinwimy member of The 
society wouldn't give his own 
name for publication, however. 
But he estimated there, were 
20 chapters in Dallas and said 
he'd heard there were 100 in 
Houston, Chapters are gener- 
ally made up of 20 members. 



In his bulletin for March he 
urged them to write "more 
4st/tcTa frj the sa me ,, cp n g ress- 
men . . . the sanTe TefterS to 
more congressmen" and to the 
newspapers to prepare the 
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OPINIONS COINCIDE 
WITH J. B. MATTHEWS 

There is no rule of thumb 
in Welch's book for members 
to determine on their own who 
is or who isn't a Communist, 
or Communist dupe. 

"There are ways of sizing up 
both individuals and organiza- 
tions in this battle which come 
'only with experience, a knowl- 
edge of the interlocking 
pieces and personalities and a 
feel for the way the Commu- 
nists work," says the "Blue 
Book." 

"And while of course I can 
make mistakes too, I know 
from the way my opinion of 
various characters, formed 
independently, has then 
proved to coincide wHIfl the 
opinion of S. B. Mathew ... 
that I have a fairly sen itive 
aiti accurate nose in this area 
. . so we do not intend to be 
f ru itrated by indecisions of 
thil nature." 

Matthews is an associate edi- 
tor of Welch's "American Opin- 
ion" as well as the standard by 
which he checks his nose for 
Communists. He resigned as 
chief investigator to Sen. Jo- 
seph R. McCarthy's Senate 
committee in IS 53 after ap- 
pearance in "The American 
Mercury" of Matthews' article 
stating that clergymen were 
"the largest single group sup- 
porting the Communist appa- 
ratus" in this country, 



j"™:"*" n i disclosed ''specific 



actions" to uome. *" 

"There is plenty of evidence 
that we already have the pot 
of the W^r.-en impeachment 
boiling," h/ 1 said. "What we 
need now, by adding more fuel 
and blowing on the fire, is 
to give fhi; I pot a head of 
steam that will be looked at 
askance by .riybody who might 
want to sit -t. the lid." 

Congressmen, recently made 
aware oi 7 i lch's old accusa- 
tion that former President 
Eisenhower ras a Communist, 
are alreadj looking askance] 
atwhatthe> describe variously I 
as a ''trick I or a "flood" of 
"Impeach Y> rren" mail. 

SOME INC' VGRESS 
ENDORSE iROUP 

Republicai whip Sen. Th< m- 
l of California, 
id received at aut 

:s since October, 

: j campaign as 

and vicious." 

* he chooses, dis- 

asion with de- 

Supreme Court, 

member of Con- 

j position which 

"•resident takes," 

"That is part of 

;ee speech. But 

heap slime and 

•' public figure 

: mely dangerous 

' f government in 



SAYS POT BOILS 
AGAINST WARREN 

The "most important activ- 
ity' of the John Birch Society 
at the moment is its campaign 
to impeach Chief Justice Earl 
Warren. 

In the view of Welch, the 
Supreme Court's school de- 
cision and all the racial 
troubles in the South have 
been brought about by Com- 
munists to foment civil war. 
"Civil rights" is a Communist 
slogan, "an exact parallel to 
the slogan of 'agrarian reform' 
whiolieiliajtaused in C&7T5 u "tie 
has told members. 



s H. Kuci ; 
ho said he 
00 such let 
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"contemptab 
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Hechler (D-W. 
House on Mar. 
:s of many of its 
e been flooded 
uw weeks by a 
onk mail which 
maliciously and unfairly re- 
flects on the integrity of our 
great chief justice of the 
United States, Earl Warren. 

Rep. Edgar W. Hiestand, 
(R-Calif.), is listed by the so- 
ciety as a wiftwihftr nf jts ^enm- 
mit U^! wK orsefs^Hiestand 
said he has been a member of 
Ihe society for several years. 



*'It is a society of ~ihdividua*l- 
is^sjittlicated to fighting com- 
munism," Hiestand said. "They 
make up their own minds, 
They ar evidently anti-com- 
-munist. That is the one thing 
we have in common." 

Rep. Gordon Scherer, 
(R-Ohio), a member of the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee, also listed as an 
endorser, said he was not a 
member of the society, but "I 
look with favor on it." 



'PATRIOTIC' SAYS 
EASTLAND LETTER 

The Senate Internal Secur- 
ity subcommittee is replying 
to inquiries with a form letter 
over the signature of its chair- 
man, Sen. James O. Eastland, 
D-Miss. It reads: "The John 
Birch Society, about which 
you asked, is known to be a 
organization officially. We are 
happy to state that it seems to 
be. from our records, a patriotic 
organization. Very truly yours 

All senators are not so sureJ 
Senate Majority Leader Mike 
Mansfield, D-Mont, tpld the 
Senate: "something ought to 
be done to lay the facts before 
the American people, so they 
can judge this organization 
for what it is." 

Congress was stirred to pro- 
test by the John Birch So- 
ciety's campaign against Chief 
Justice Warren. But it is the 
society's attack on the nation's 
churches that apparently has 
brought it to the attention of 
more communities— and has 
more bitterly divided those 
communities— than any of its 
ot her, activiti es. f r n — . 

It is an "attack that has been 



ma ^ » ^j " years JLj ■ j-wsa re- 
ligious fundamentalists and 
economic J conservatives who 
see as both heresy and com- 
munism the preaching of a 
"social gospel" which attempts 
to apply biblical teachings to 
current secular and political 
problems, 

The people of Arizona are> 
getting two barrels at the mo- 
ment. It is one of the Birch 
Society's "biggest" states. And 
it is receiving similarly con- 
centrated attention from the 
American Council of Christian 
Churches, a fundamentalist 
group has been waging a hot 
war of words for many years 
against the larger National 
Council of Churches. 

The division has been in- 
tensified by controversy over 
the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities' motion 
picture, "Operation Abolition," 
which is being promoted by 
the Birch Society, among 
many others, and which the 
National Council of Churches, 
also among others, has recom- 
mended not be shown without 
presentation of serious ques- 
tions about its accuracy. 

ANTI-LABOR 
PUSH IN KANSAS 

At Amarillo, Tex., Brig Gen 
William L. Lee, retired com 
mander of the Amarillo Air 
Force Base, is head of the local 
Birch organization. He denied 
the society has anything to do 
with the rumored circulation 
of a list charging five promi 
nent^ local men are Commu- 
nists. 

At Wichita, Kans., the so 
ciety has moved to battle in 
policy matters in P.T.A.S., the 
library and college. According 
to George H. Lewis, assistant 
professor of economics at the 
University of Wichita, they 
"virtually control the Wichita 
Chamber of Commerce and 
seem to have a dominant in 
fluence in the state chamber 
organization. 

"One of their major objec- 
tives in the state is to destroy 
collective bargaining. They 
are preparin g to niis h through 
sortfe ViCiods anti-labor legis- 
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■ m Welch's judgment 

atters. '— ** 

ay exaggerate some- 

; raden said of Welch. 

•ou're in a barroom 

"o holds are barred, 
t fight by the Marquia 
sbury rules." 1 
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of Eisenhower, Xaft, 

hur and Goldwater; 

of the opposition). _ 




ALTER EGO of Birch Society 
*iini i« Robert Welch is Jl B. 

atLbiwi <^ ove >' ° c ne -fS! 
liei investigator o! Sen.LJoe 
cCarthy's subcommittee. ^ 
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Birch Society Borrows Red Tactics 



democracy X A 



•Fraud: 'Welch- 



This is the second in a series of dispatches about the semi- 
secret John Birch Society, an organization that has created con. 
troversy across the country because 0} its methods 6f fighting 
communism, a ^ 



I »? UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL J 

I At the start of 1961 the John Birch Societj 
hM organized one to 100 chapters in each of 34 
states and theDistriet of Columbia, according to 
it s ; founder,. K obert Weleh of Belmont. 

, ™ WUi organized: Alabama" 

tfaska .Colorado, Delaware 

|faho, Maine, Maryland, MinX 

fta, Nebraska, Nevada, nJv 

HtodeWand, Utah and Vermont?) 

"The John Birch Society fc to 






tea monolithic body,' 7 " WeJnh 
'«! » * blue book of the or ? 
itions doctrine 

("A Republican form of g ov j 

ment or of organization has many 

atifactions and advantages, undir 

certain favorable conditions. Bft 

per less happy circumstanc^ 

BIRCH 
(Continued on P age Fire) 



MAY HAVE 100,000 
MEMBERS THIS YEAR 

P; ul H. Talbert, Los Angelfes 
insii "ance executive who is one )f 
the fc society's council membei s, 
estimated recently that it mijit 
have 100,000 members by the end 
of 1961, its third year. 

Welch said be wanted to raise 
a million dollars from sources 
other than dues during the so- 
ciety's first year — "and even 
that amount is an awfully small 
drop in the bucket, against 
what either the direct Commun- 
ist propagandists or the Reuther- 
ite labor bosses are spending 
against us." 

There is no public accounting 



(Continued from First Page) 1 of either money or membership. 

it ]Lds itself too readily to infif D " es t ar f $24 a * ear for men 
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trayon, distortion and disruption. 

"And democracy, of course, in 
government or organization . , , 
is merely a deceptive phrase, a 
weapon of demagoguery, and a 
perennial fraud . . , 

"The John Birch Society will op- 
erate under completely authorita- 
tive control at all levels ... No 
collection of debating societies is 
ever going to stop the Communist 
conspiracy." 

He hoped for one million dedi- 
cated memb ers to fight the forces 
of evil"wiUV 'tJvangeliCfal IcituItT" 

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

TZTZ T fiTTTflM^TTf Tt V P T ?* <? C J T 1? T P ?* TT JTR? PTTTTtt? 
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and $12 for women; life member- 
ships are $1,000, either sex. 
Appeals for additional voluntary 
contributions accompany virtual- 
ly all mailings to members. 

Welch has said he draws no 
salary. There are 28 full-time 
employes at headquarters and 
the society is reported to be the 
largest single source of revenue.. 
for .the Belnj ont post office next 
door. 
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pjtavET. v BORRQBS. „ 

COMMUNIST TECHNIQUE 

Another 35 saLaried persons 
work around the country as co- 
ordinators of member groups, 
and an additional 100 persons 
'work full or almost fuJI time as 
volunteers. 

Welch frankly has borrowed 
the Communist technique of 
setting up "front" groups for 
specific purposes. He acknowl- 
edged that another technique 
he advocates— the use of loaded 
, questions to smear a suspect 
he can't prove is a Com- 
munist—is "mean and dirty." 

Chapters operate at widely- 
different levels of secrecy. In 
North Dakota, meetings are an-, 
nounced on local radio stations! 
and everybody's welcome. The 
North Dakota organization, with 
about 400 members in 19 chap- 
ter, was active in a proposal to 
outlaw the federal income tax, 
which was approved by the. 
state's House but killed in *the 
Sefiate. j 

*i Dallas, Tex., a 32-yeaftold 
businessman member of the [so- 
day wouldn't give his own name 
for 1 publication, however, and ex- 
plained: "Most of our members 
in Dallas are little people, just 
like I am. Most of these folks 
'could not take a sustained smear 
attack. 

FEARS THEY WOUUJ 
LOSE THEIR JOBS 

"If it came along, they would 
probably be thrown out of their 
jobs. For that reason, the thing 
has been kept pretty quiet. There 
are no real millionaires in Dallas 
in it, as far as I know," 

He estimated there were 20 
chapters in Pallas and said he'd 
heard there were 100 in Hous- 
ton. Chapters are generally 
made up of 20 members. 

There is no rule of thumb in 
Welch's book for members to de- 
termine on their own who is or 
who isn't a Communist, or Com- 
munist dupe. 

\ "There are ways of sizing up 
jboth individuals and organizations 

in this battle which come only 
jwith experience, a knowledge of 

the inter-locking pieces and per- 
sonalities and a feel for the way 

the Communist s worlr," Jgav^he 

"Blue TB3oTT* 



r -AnF while of course I can 
make mistakes, too, I know 
from the way my opinion of 
various characters, formed in- 
dependently, has then proved to 
coincide with the opinion of J. B. 
Matthews. . . . that I have a 
fairly sensitive and accurate 
nose in this area. ... So, we 
do not intend to be frustrated 
by indecisions of this nature." 

Matthews is an associate editor 
of Welch's "American Opinion 
as well as the standard by which 
he checks his nose for Commu- 
nists. 

WANT TO IMPEACH 
JUSTICE WARREN 

He resigned as chief investi- 
gator to Sen. Joseph R. McCar- 
thy's Senate committee in 1953 
after appearance in "The Ame n- 

tui Mc«*ury" of Mattksws*"sru- 



cle stating clergymen were "the 



largest single group supporting 
the Communist apparatus" in this 

' country. 

\ The "most important activi y" 
ofjthe John Birch Society at the 
moment is its campaign to im- 
peach Chief Justice Earl Warren. 

In the view of the society's 
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SAYS CAMPAIGN 
CONTEMPTIBLE 

Republican -liip Sen. Thomas 
H. Kuchel of California, who said 
he had receiv c about 200 such 
letters since rtober, described 
the campaign ;is "contemptible 
and vicious." 

"One may, : he chooses, dis- 
agree on occai n with decisions 
of the Suprem Court, the votes 
of a member oi Congress, or on a 
position whici; the American 
president take-.'* Kuchel said. 
"That is part c: our right of free 
speech. 

"But to atter ;l to heap slime 
and abuse on ny public figure 



poses an extj 
'problem for se 
thi ; country." 
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the Supreme Court's school' de- 
cision and all the racial troubles 
in the South have been brought 
about by Communists to foment 
civil war. "Civil rights" is a 
Communist slogan, "an exact 
parallel to the slogan of 'agrari- 
an reform* which they used in 
China," he has told members. 

In his bulletin for March he 
urged them to write "more let- 
ters to the same congressmen 
... the same letters to more 
congressmen" and to the news- 
papers to prepare the way for 
undisclosed "specific actions" 
tq come. 

"There is plenty of evidence 
that we already have the pot of 
the Warren impeachment boil- 
ing," he said. "What we need 
now, by adding more fuel and 
blowing on the fire, is to give 
that pot a head of steam that 
will be looked at askance by 
anybody who might want tosit 
on the lid . . ." **"" 



our great chief v stice of the Unit- 
ed States, Earl barren. 

"I would like 'o know who is 
paying for all these mimeo-; 
graphed and t olicated letters 
and cards . . . ' 

Kep. Edgar -i. Hiestand (R- 
Calif.) is listed ', * the society as I 
a member of it "committee of 
endorsers." Hie and said he has 
been a membe of the society 
for several year . 

*'It is a sociei 

dedicated to 

munism," Hiest 

Press Interna 

make up their o 

are violently 

That is the one 

in common, 
Hiestand said ' 
nent people have ieen misled by 
misinformation" i \\A he is consid- 
ering putting int i the record a 
"we ir dasualc ntei:" r e"p*r*y to 
charges against the organization.] 
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BUT FAVORS IT 

i Rep, Gordon Scherer (R-Ohio), 
a member of the House Un-Amer- 
ican Activities Committee, also 
listed as an endorser, said he was 
not a member of the society, but 
"I look with favor on it." 



The Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee is replying to in- 
quiries with a form letter over the 
signature of its chairman, Sen, lts accuracy. 
James O, Eastland (D-Miss). It 
reads: "The John Birch Society, 
about which you asked, is known 
to be a conservative anti-Commu- 
nist organization officially. We are 
happy to state that it seems to be, 



The divis ion hast^ftdfift I&en- 
sitttiil UJi Tontroversy over the 
House Committee on Un- 
American Activities' motion 
picture, "Operation Abolition," 
which is being promoted by the 
Birch Society, among many 

others. The National Council of 
Churches, also among others, 
has recommended the picture 
not be shown without presenta- 
tion of serious questions about 



from our records, a patriotic or- weeks to the situation in Phoenix, 
ganization. Very truly yours. ..." replying to a defense of the 
| . ' National Council issued by 122 

AH senators are not so sure. Phoenix clergymen. 

»nati» mainrit.v Iparlpr Mike r 



Senate majority leader Mike 
Mansfield (D-Mont) told the 
Senate: "Something ought to be 
done to lay the facts before the 
American people so they can 
uidge this organization for wha 
1 is." 1 

In California, Gov. Edmund ( . 
Bfown said on March 21 that 1 e 
had asked State Atty. Gen, Stan- 



The Rev, Carl Mclntire, a de- 
frocked Presbyterian minister who 
is a spokesman for the American 
Council, devoted his nation-wide 
radio program on two successive 



ley Mosk to look into the organi- 
zation and report to him. 7 

'Unless they violate a law, jthey 
ve a right to speak," B?own 



In Santa Barbara, Calif., mem- 
bers of the First Presbyterian 
Church rece ved through the Aiail 
'a Birch Society "questionnaire" 
attacking iti own church leaner- 
ship and that of the Nat&nal 
Council. 

; Rev. 'Eugene Carson Blake, 
stated clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. and a former 
National Council president, flew 
to Santa Barbara to accuse the 
Birch Society in a sermon; his 
text "Thou Shalt Not Bear False 



"If you let these propagan- 
dists have their way they will 
divide this church right down 
the middle between Commu- 
nists and Fascists R5t»g_£ach 



other, labeling each other- and 



ongress was stirred to protest; Vvitness 

the John Birch Society's cam- 
paign against Chief Justice War- 
ren. But it is the society's attack 
on the nation's churches that 
apparently has brought it to the 
attention of more communities— 
and has more bitterly divided 
those communities— than any of 
its other activities. 
PEOPLE OF ARIZONA 
GETTING TWO BARRELS 

It is an attack that has 
been made for years by some 
religious fundamentalists and 
economic conservatives who see 
as both heresy and Communism 
the preaching of a "social 
gospel" which attempts to apply 
Biblical teachings to current 
secular and political problems. 

The people of Arizona are get 
ting two barrels at the moment 
It is one of the Birch Society's 
"biggest" states. And it is receiv- 
ing similarly concentrated at- 
tention from the American Council 
of Christian Churches, a funda- 
mentalist group which has been , ...„ „,„„,„_ „_„. ..„„ 

(waging a hot war of words for been infiltrated by Communists 
many year s against .the terser 



distrusting each other," Blake 

» a tf- 

A^ Amarillo, Tex., Brig.-G 
Will .am h. Lee, retired comm 
der of the Amarillo Air For 
Base, is head of the local Bi 
organization. He denied the so 
ciety has anything to do with the 
rumored circulation of a list 
charging five prominent local 
men are Communists. 

Lee said there are no Commu 
nists in Amarillo. But he acknowl 
edged the society is stirring up 
friction in local churches. 

FEAR SPLIT INTO 
WARRING CAMPS 
"We have documented proof 

that the National Council has 



NatiaflarcmmCil of Churches. 



rr" and some of these ministers just 
j won't listen to us," Lee said. 
"Until we can convince them the 
National Council has some Com- 
munist followers in it, there is 
going to be some friction," 



At Wichita, KansoHfes society 
t^^ ' t0 tattle in policy 
nlSin PTAs the hb^ary and 
college. According to George a. 
-Lewis assis-mt professor of 
■Sornics at 'he Wp £ 
Wichita and director o the 
Kansas Council for Industrial 
villi they "virtually con- 
KewS a Chamber of Com- 
merce and seem to have a domi- 
nant influence in the state cham- 
ber organiza'.-on. 

Members o-: the society from 
coast to cent have professed I 
themselves undisturbed by 
Welch™ pWociety charge that 
?residlnt Eisenhower was not a 
•dupe but a Communist. 

NO HOLDS B4RRED j 

IN BARROOM BRAWL | 

"If he <E 'tfihower) is one, ne 
doesn't kno it," said a Santa 
Barbara wo -an. 

Sprutlle I *den, former U S. 
aSsador and a .member o 
thP society council, s a i a i« 
Sidn't aie< -vith the charge, but 
mat it hi o way led him to 
question^ lch's Judgment on 
other matt< ;. 

"He mi exaggerate some- 
timeV"^ ien said of WelcKj 
-When y< re in a barroom I 
Xl? no" aolds are barred You 
dS figh by the MarquJof 

Qufeensbur. rules^ L 

Vroinwrow: Welch f es Jto 

opinion of Eise^ower, TW. 

Macmillan and Goldwater. 

Stan «f ft* muw*^- — 
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But R J. Not One of Them 



John Birch Society Has 
Branches in 34 States, 



By BARBARA BUNDSCHD 

United Press International 

At the start of 1981 the John 
Birch Society had organized one 
to 100 chapters in each of 34 
states and the District of Co- 
lumbia, according to its found- 
er, Robert Welch of Massachu- 
setts. 

(Stjll to be organized: Ala- 
bama, Alaska, Colorado, Dela* 
warejdaho, Maine, Maryland, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Jersey, Oklahoma, Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode Island, Utah 
and Vermont). 

"The John Birch Socriety is to 
be a monolithic botfly," Mr- 
Welch said in a blue [book of 
the organization's doctrme. 

"A Republican form of gov- 
ernment or of organization has 
many attractions and advan- 
tages, under certain favorable 
conditions. But under less happy 
circumstances it lends itself too 
readily to infiltration, distortion 
and disruption. And democracy, 
of course, in government or or- 
ganization ... is merely a de- 
ceptive phrase. A weapon of 
demagoguery, and a perennial 
Iraud. . . . / 

"The John Birch Society will 
operate under completely au- 
thoritative control at all levels. 
... No collection of debating 
societies is ever going to stop 
the Communist conspiracy." 

He hoped for one million dedi- 
cated members to fight the 
forces of evil with "evangelical 
fervor." 

Paul H. Talbert, Los Angeles 
insurance executive who is one 
of the society's council mem- 
bers, estimated recently that it 
might have 100,000 members by 
the end of 1961, its third year. 

Mr, Welch said he wanted to 
raisA a million dollars from 
sources other than dues during 
the satiety's first year— "and 



even that amount is an awfully; 
small drop in the bucket, against* 
what either the direct Commu- 
nist propagandists or the Reur, 
therite labor bosses are spend-! 
ing against us." i 

There is no public accounting 
of either money or membership.; 
Dues are $24 a year for men 
and $12 for women; life mem- 
berships are $1,000, either sex.j 
Appeals for additional voluntary 
contributions accompany virtu-' 
ally all mailings' to members.) 
Mr. Welch has said he draws 
no salary. There are 28 full-' 
time employes at headquarters 
and the society is reported to 
be the largest single source of 
revenue for the Belmont, Mass.,1 
Post Office next door, ' 

Another 35 salaried persons' 
work around the country as co-' 
ordinators of member groups,! 
and an additional 100 persons! 
work full or almost full time as ' 
volunteers. 

Mr. Welch frankly has bor- 
rowed the Communist technique' 
of setting up "front" groups for 
specific purposes. He acknowl- 
edged that another technique he 
advocates— the use of loaded 
questions to smear a suspect he 
can't prove is a Communist- 
is "mean and dirty." 

Chapters operate at widely 
different levels of secrecy. In 
North Dakota, meetings are an- 
nounced on Ipcal radio stations 
and everybody's welcome. The 
North Dakota organization, with 
about 400 members in 19 chap- 
ters, was active in a proposal 
to outlaw the federal income tax 
which was approved .by the 
state's lower house but frilled in 
the state senate. \ 

In Dallas, Tex,, a 32-ydtarold 
businessman member of the so- 
ciety wouldn't give his own 
name for publication, however, 
and explained; "Most of our 
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members in Dallas ^tre' little 
^?s^i,It,7 just like I am. Most 
of these folks could not take a 
sustained smear attack. If it 
came along, they would proba- 
bly be thrown out of their jobs. 
For that reason, the thing has 
been kept pretty quiet. There 
are no real millionaires in Dal- 
las in it as far as I know." 

He estimated there were 20 
chapters in Dallas and said he'd 
heard there were 100 in Hous- 
ton. Chapters are generally 
made up of 20 members. 

There is no rule of thumb in 
Mr. Welch's book for members 
to determine on their own who 
is or who isn't a Communist, 
or Communist dupe. 

"There are ways of sizing up 
both individuals and organiza- 
tions in this battle which come 
only with experience, a knowl- 
edge of the inter-locking pieces 
and personalities and a feel for 
the way the Communists work," 
says the "Blue Book." 

'And while of course I can 
make mistakes too, I know from 
the way my opinion of various 
characters, formed independ- 
ently, has then proved to coin- 
cide with the opinion of J. B 
Matthews . . . that I have a 
fairly sensitive and accurate 
nose in this area ... so we do 
not intend to be frustrated by 
indecisions of this nature." 

Mr. Matthews is an associate 
editor of Mr. Welch's "American 
Opinion" as well as the stand 
ard by which he checks his 
nose for Communists. He re- 
signed as chief investigator to 
Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy's Sen- 
ate committee in 1953 after ap- 
pearance in "The American 
Mercury" of Mr. Matthews' 
article stating that clergymen 
wePe*"****!*^ largest sffigrc^gsaup 
supporting the Communist ap- 
paratus" in this country. 



Drive to Impeach Chief Justke 



The "most important activity" 
of the John Birch Society at 
the moment is its campaign to 
impeach Chief Justice Earl 
Warren. 

In the view of the society's 
founder and leader, the Su- 
preme Court's school decision 
and all the racial troubles in 
the South have been brought 
about by Communists to foment 
v civil war, "Civil rights" is a 
Communist slogan, "an exact 
parallel to the slogan of 'agrar- 
ian reform' which they used in 
China," MK Welch has told 
members. 

In his bulletin for March he 
urged them to write "more let- 
ters to the same congressmen. 
. . . The same letters to more 
congressmen" and to the news- 
papers to prepare the way for 
undisclosed "specific actions" 
to come. 

"There is plenty of evidence 
that we already have the pot 
of the Warren impeachment 
boiling," he said. "What we 
need now, by adding more fuel 
and blowing on the fire, is to 
give that pot a head of steam 
that will be looked at askance 
by anybody who might want to 
sit on the lid. . . ." 

Congressmen, recently made 
aware of Mr. Welch's old accusa- 
tion that former President Ei- 
senhower was a Communist, are 
already looking askance at what 
they describe variously as a 
"tric kle" or a "flood" of "im- 



peach Warren" mail 
Republican whip Sen. Thomas 



H. Kuchel of California, who 
said he had received about 200 
such letters since October, de- 
scribed the campaign as "con- 
temptible and vicious." 

Rep. Ken Hechler, D-WVa, 
told the House on March 13 
that the desks of many of its 
members *'have been flooded 
for the past few weeks by a 
great deal of junk mail which 
maliciously and unfairly re- 
flects on the integrity of our 
great chief justice of the United 
States, Earl Warren-" 

Rep. Edgar W. Hiestand, R- 
Calif , is listed by the society as 
a member of its "committee 
of endorsers." Mr. Hiestand 
said he has been a member of 
the society for several years. 

"It is a society of individual- 
ists dedicated to fighting Com- 
munism," Mr. Hiestand said 
"They make up their own 
minds. They are violently anti- 
Communist That is the one 
thing we have in common." 

Rep. Gordon Scherer, ROhio, 
a member of the House un- 
American activities committee, 
also listed as an endorser, said 
he was not a member of the 
society, but "I look with favor 
on it." 

The Senate internal security 
subcommittee is replying to in- 
quiries with a form letter over 
the signature of its chairman, 
Sen. James O. Eastland, D-Miss. 
It reads: "The John Birch So- 
ciety, about which you asked, is 
known to be a conservative anti- 
Communist organization official- 
ly. We are happy to state that 



it seems to I .*, from our records 
a patriotic organization. Very 
truly yours. ..." 

AU senate s are not so sure 

In Califor la, Gov. Edmund 
G. Brown sa it on March 21 that 
he had asked state Attorney 
General Stanley Mosk to look 
into the organization and report 
to him. 

"Unless Hiy violate a. law, 
they have n right to speak," 
Governor Br y\m said# 

Mr. Welch telegraphed Gov- 
ernor Brown he following day 
demanding s full-dress investi- 
gation by the tfate senate's un- 
American arivities committee 
and promisir ;; "a dozen or a 
hundred or . thousand of our 
members in California will glad- 
ly testify." 

Paul H. Ta ert, Los Angeles 
insurance ma 1 who is a mem- 
ber of the soc 'ty's council, said 
that if any n ■' mbers plead the 
fifth amendm* it "we would just 
love to find c r : just who these 
infiltrators ar so that we can 
get rid of then ' 

Mr. Talbert ^aid, "We all be- 
lieve in loyalt oaths, preserva- 
jnnally amend- 
n of the inves- 
of the FBI and 
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Mack on Churches Divides People 



Congress was stirred to pro- 
test by the John Birch Society's 
campaign against Chief Justice 
Warren. But it is the society's 
attack on the nation's churches tb 
that apparently has brought it to 
the attention of more communi- 
ties— and has more bitterly di- 
vided those communities— than 
any of its other activities. 

It is an attack that has been 
made for years by some reli 
gious fundamentalists and eco- 
nomic conservatives who see as 
both heresy and communism the 
preaching of a "socia3 gospel" 
which attempts to apply Biblical 
teachings to current secular and 
political problems. 

The people of Arizona are get- 
ting two barrels at the moment. 
It i one Of the Birch society's 
"bikgest" states. And it is re- 
ceiving similarly concentrated 
attrition from the American 
Council of Christian Churches, 
a fundamentalist group which 



has been waging a hot war of 
words for many years against 
the larger National Council of 
Churches. The division has been 
intensified by controversy over 

e House committee on un- 
American activities' motion pic- 
ture, "Operation Abolition," 
which is being promoted by the 
Birch Society, among many 
others, and which the National 
Council of Churches, also among 
others, has recommended not be 
shown without presentation 
serious questions about its ac< 
curacy. 

The Rev. Carl Mclntire, a de 
frocked Presbyterian minister 
who is a spokesman for the 
American Council, devoted his 
nation-wide radio program on 
two successive weeks to the sit 
uation in Phoenix, replying to a 
defense of the National Council 
issued by 122 Phoenix clergy- 
men. 

In Santa Barbara, members 
of the First Presbyterian Church 
received through the* mail a 
Birch Society "questionnaire" 
attacking its own church leader- 
ship and that of the National 
Council. The Rev. Eugene Car' 
son Blake, stated clerk of the 
Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. and a former National 
Council president, flew to Santa 
Barbara to accuse the Birch 
Society in a sermon; his text, 
"Thou Shalt not Bear False Wit- 
ness. . . ." 

"If you let these propagan- 
dists have their way they will 
divide this church right down the 
middle between Communists and 
Fascists hating each other, la- 
beling each other, and distrust-, 
Uig each other ." Mr. Blake said 

At Amarillo, Tex M Brig. Gen 
William L. Lee, retired com- 



mander of ti -..(• Amarillo Air 
Foree Base, is head of the local 
Birch organization. 

General Let? said there are 
no Communist s in Amarillo. But 
he acknowled cd that the soci- 
ety is stirrjr .; up friction in 
local churche; 



tcumented proof 
v-ial Council has 
•A by Communists 

these ministers 
■ . to us," General 
"til we can con- 

at the National 
-:>me Communist 

there is going to 



"We have 
that the Nat 
been infiltrate 
and some o 
just won't list 
of Lee said, "t 
vince them 
Council has 
followers in i 
be some frict 

The Amari: r group has been 
less successft in another cam- 
paign. The Liblic library re- 
fused to yie .. to its demand 
that it call ■■■t a "great deci- 
sions" discussion series spon- 
sored by the M-year-old Foreign 
Policy Association, 

At Wichita Kan., the society 
has moved ■> battle in policy 
matters in p TAs, the library 
and college. Ac cording to George 
H. Lewis, assistant professor of 
economics a: the University of 
Wichjta and director of the Kan- 
sas Council f-ir Industrial Peace, 
they "virtii*Uy control the 
Wichita Cha iber of Commerce 
and seem t have a dominant 
influence in le state chamber 
organization 

"One of eir major objec- 
tives in the -tate is to destroy 
collective b; gaining. They are 
preparing tc ltush through some 
vicious anti- ; Dor legislation dur- 
ing the next "3ssion." 

Members >f the society from 
coast to coast have professed 
themselves undisturj^ate?" Mr. 
Welch's pre-society charge that 



President E ■■'inb.ower was not a 
dupe but a < V mmunist. 1 

I flf he Plr. Eisenhower) lis 
[ot e, he doesn t know it," saidja 
•Si nta Barbara woman. 
( Spruille Braden, former U.S. 
ambassador and a member of 
the society's council, said he 
didn't agree with the charge 
but. that it in no way led fcjm 
to Question Mr. Welch's it dg- 
tnent on other matters. 

j Continued Tomorrow 
In Th* Evening Bulletin 




BS-8 Revised (6-17-59) 



Sayj It's Only Way to Save U.S. 



Hity' Techniques OK 
In Birch Society Bible 



Residents of Santa Barbara, 
Calif., were in for a surprise 
when they stepped out into the 
bright and blowy morning of 
Feb. 26 to pick up their Sun- 
day newspapers. In that quiet 
and beautiful city of about 60,- 
000. a respected fellow citizen 
had discovered what he felt was 
an outrage. 

"The edilnr and publisher of 
tiie News-Press is in his 85th 
year,' began a two-column edi- 
torial m the front page. 

"Hi entire life has been spent 
in thii community ... he Jived 
when conditions were rugged. J 
V/hen West was West and men I 



By BARBARA BFNDSCHU 

Vnited Press International 

were men. He lived during pe- 
riods when if a man or a group 
of men openly by word of 
mouth, or the printed word, 
called our President . . . and 
others at the head of our gov- 
ernment, traitors, they were 
made to answer. Such slanders 
often -called for a visit from a 
courageous and irate group 
which brought with them a bar 
rel of tar and a few feath- 
ers. . . ." 

Thomas More Storke, 
and citrus grower, own 
newspaper since 1900, br 
interim appointment a s _ 
States senator, regent *o_f 
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University of California, was 
taking a stand againsf"Tfie-$*»l$n 
BircTT Ssovty and its founder 
and leader, Robert Welch of 
Belmont, Mass-. 

Mr. Welch, 61, retired from a 
candy firm four years ago to 
devote his life to fighting com- 
munism. What bothered editor 
Storke was the way Mr. Welch 
was fighting it. 

In a letter written before he 
set up the society late in 1958 
and still in Iimiied circulation, 
Mr. Welch told friends that 
President Eisenhower, his 
brother, Dr. Milton Eisenhower, 
the late Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles and his brother, 
Allen Dulles-, then and now head 
of the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy, were members of the Com- 
munist underground. 

But the statement about Mr. 
Eisenhower wasn't all Mr. 
Storke had on his mind. In 
Santa Barbara itself, blessed as 
few communities in the nation 
with the comforts of both na- 
ture and material wealth, lives 
a member of the society's 26- 
man council, Dr. Granville 
Knight, a physician. Several ac- 
tive chapters of the semi-secret 
society were studying commu- 
nism at private meetings and 
looking around town for Com- 
munists to expose. 

"The secret Communist looks 
and acts just like anybody else, 
only more so," Mr, Welch had 
instructed them. "He could be 
anybody you know. ' ' In fact, 
Mr, Welch said, one of his 
prime suspects is "one of the 
nicest men you ever met. Most 
of them are." 

Exposure of such persons, 
even through "mean and dirty" 
techniques, Mr. Welch said, is 
one of the most effective means 
of shocking the American peo- 
ple awake in time to save them- 
selves from communism. He 
also advises members to set up 
front groups, to infiltrate com- 
munity organizations and to en- 
gage in directed letter writing 
to promote specific campaigns 
of his (Wtra-conservative society. 

If vwis to protest what these 
tactics were doing to Santa Bar- 
Con/inued on Page 22, Col. 4 

Birch 
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bara that editor Storke raised 
his editorial voice, 

"The News-Press condemns, 
the tactics that have brought 
anonymous telephone calls of 
denunciation to Santa Bar- 
barans in recent weeks from 
members of the John Birch So- 
ciety or their sympathizers," 
Mr. Storke's editorial said. 

"The News-Press condemns 
the pressures on wealthy resi- 
dents who fear and abhor com- 
munism, to contribute money to 
an organization whose leader 
has said that 'for reasons you 
will understand, there can be 
no accounting of funds.' , . . 

"The John Birch Society al 
ready has done a grave disserv- 
ice to Santa Barbara by arous- 
ing suspicions and a mutual 
distrust among men of good- 
will. The organization's adher- 
ents, sincere in their opposition 
to communism, do not seem to 
understand the dangers of the 
totalitarian dynamite with which 
they are tampering. 

"The News-Press challenges 
them: come up from under- 
ground. 

"And if they believe that in 
being challenged they have 
grounds for suit — let them sue. 
The News-Press would welcome 
a suit as a means of shedding 
more light on the John Birch 
Society." | 

The Real Nature ' 

What is the real nature of this 
relatively new group on the 
American political scene? Poli- 
tical scientists would classify it 
as ultra-conservative. It is and 
will remain a subject of con- 
troversy, however, over wheth- 
er its tactics are compatible 
with American democratic prin- 
ciples as they are most popu- 
larly understood. 

It is, in itself, an authori- 
tarian society. (Editor Storke's 
adjective was "totalitarian"). 
Mr. Welch does not say the 
United States should have a 
similarly authoritarian form of 
government. But he is far from 
completely sold on the form we 
now have. And as for the po-( 
litical concept of a democracy, 
n S^4ggards it frafiEry-aa. a 
"weap"o7T*of demagoguery, and 
a Perennia l .fraud.' ' . 



By Mr. Welch's political stand- J _^ . , tir - 

ards, D»»ght Eisenhower aJ*r* e ? y m ™ a " y Sta "f 
Caerrffiunist, and so are many 



others in high government 
places, past and. present. These 
are standards not everyone ac- 
cepts. The U.S. Senate on March 
8 heard Sen, Milton R. Young, 
North Dakota Republican, de- 
clare that Mr. Welch's- accusa- 
tions against Mr. Eisenhower 
and others had gone "beyond 
anything the late Joe McCarthy 
ever thought of." On the other 
hand, a Senate internal affairs 
subcommittee has described Mr. 
Welch's John Birch Society as 
a "patriotic organization." 

And because there is evidence 
to support the society's claim 
that it is growing, the contro- 
versy around it is also bound 
to grow. 

"Labeled and Vilified" 



Mr. Storke's editorial, Chancel 
lor Samuel B. Gould of the Uni 



has become embroiled in con- 



At issue between the society 
and many who might otherwise 
share Mr. Welch's conservative 
political and economic views*fe 
his persistent reasoning that ev- 
erything he personally consid- 
ers wrong is a Communist plot. 

At issue between the society 
and those who condemn it is the 
tendency of its activities to sup- 
press if not the right, at least 
the respectability, of dissent. 
Young Fundamentalist 

John Birch had nothing to do 
with the group which bears his 
name. He was a young funda 
mentalist Baptist missionary 
from Georgia who served as an 
| intelligence officer in China dur- 
ing World War U and was 
killed 10 days after V-J Day by 
| Chinese Communists 
I Robert Welch never heard of 
A little over three weeks after Birch until after his death, but 

he has researched and written 
his life story. Mr. Welch .has 



versify of California at Santa memorialized Birch as "prob- 

Barbara, speaking at a univer- aD i y the first American casualty 

sity banquet, said a "new type" i n that -third world war, be- 

of secret student organization tween Communists and the 

had been set up on the campus .ever-shrinking 'free world,' 

and "unless it is checked, can which is still being waged 
destroy the university," Anoth- 
er official said "it was under- 



against us." And when he came 
to found a Communist-fighting 
stood," Mr. Gould referred to organization, he called it the 

John Birch Society. 

Members of the society are 
asked to write letters to con- 
gressmen and others, operate, in 
"front" organizations and 
through established community 
groups such as FTAs and cham- 
bers of commerce to push cam- 
paigns conceived by Mr. Welch 
as anti-Communist. These in- 
clude movements to impeach 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, to 
repeal the income tax law, to 
rout the social gospel from the 
churches, to oppose the North 
Atlantic Treaty Alliance, for- 
eign aid, the United Nations 
and cultural, or any other, ex- 



the Birch society, 

Mr. Gould said the organiza- 
tion to which he referred encour- 
ages students to become inform- 
ers and "take on the tasks of 
security agencies." He said the 
university and its officials "have 
been labeled and vilified in 
whispering campaigns, all pur- 
porting to prove that we are 
not only less than loyal to Amer- 
ica but are downright subver- 
sive. 

Santa Barbara was not the 
first or the last community — 
although it would seem among 
the most unlikely to have been 
torn by the society's activites 



n or tn hiwfi seen it assailedbvtiatfanges with Russia 
ization 



its newspapers. The organiz 



At her farm home near Ma 
con, Ga., Mr. Birch's mother, 
Mrs. George S, Birch, said she 
and her husband are "heartily 
in accord" with Mr. Welch's or- 
ganization "and we are proud 
for it to bear our son's name," 

Mr. Welch, born in North 
Carolina, Dec. 1, 1899, spent 
four years at the University of 
North Carolina, two at the 
Naval Academy and two at Har- 
vard Law School before going 
into the candy business. He was 
for years vice president of the 
James O. Welch Co., headed b y 
his- brother, which has raciories 
in T' 1 in i II and in Los 
Anaeles*. 



Society Founded in 1958 
" r W& also was a directo it the 
National Association of Manu- 
facturers for seven years- 

On Jan. 1, 1957, hi- biog- 
raphy says, he "gave i> most 
of his business responsibilities 
— and most of his income — in 
order to devote practically all 
of his time and energy to the 
anti-Communist cause." 

The John Birch Society was 
founded on Dec. 9, 1958, at In- 
dianapolis, after Mr. Welch had 
delivered a two-day speech to 
11 men he had invited i hear 
it. That speech is today the 
"blue book" of the socirty, the 
official statement of iU aims 
and methods. 

The aim is: "Less govfvrment, 



bet- 



erally 
cen- 
who 
polit- 
views 
f ism" 



more responsibility and 
ter world," 

Mr. Welch quite 
wants to repeal the 20 
tury. But unlike man 
share this desire, eithe 
ically or nostalgically, in 
its trend toward "collec 
not simply as a mistake tut as 
a sinister conspiracy to ' lange 
the economic and politict struc- 
ture of the United States - j that 
this nation can be raerg ■>- with 
the Soviet Union wit; ut a 
■fight 

"The danger is almost 'ntire- 
ly internal," , Mr. Welc said, 
"from Communist in! 
right in our midst and 
right in our government.' 

The idea that the natic 
mobilize its resources to 
the external danger of 
military might and Spu' 
premacy is, in Mr. 
view, a part of the Cor nunist 
.plot. "In other words, un it the 
guise of fighting comn 
we are being stampeded 
biggest jump ever towa 
perhaps the final jumj 
into, socialism and then ti 
munist camp." 

Would Repeal Law » 

Mr. Welch would repeal vir- 
tually all of the social a -id eco- 
nomic legislation of the last 30 
years. ^ 

"The greatest enemy of man 
is, and always has been, gov- 
ernment," he said. 

He warned that communism 



erces 
eason 
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nism, 
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right 
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is being slipped over on the 
American people so gradually 
■^TnJ Insidiously that befaea tgp^ 
^ "They can no longer resist the* 
.Communist conspiracy as free 
'citizens, but can resist the Com- 
•munist tyranny only by them- 
selves becoming conspirators 
against established govern- 
ment." 

The Los Angeles Times, in an 
editorial signed by publisher 
Otis Chandler on March 12, saw 
an implication of sedition in Mr. 
Welch's statements. And, like 
many others, it deplored the 
identification of conservatism 
with extremism. 

But criticism from the press 
is not likely to disturb Mr, 
Welch. He already has told his 
followers that -"the domination 
of our press, television and ra- 
dio by Communist influences is 
now so great that you simply 
are not allowed to learn or be 
reminded of the real nature of 
the beasts to whom we are los- 
ing." 

"When you hear Welch's 
charges out of context . , . 
their absurdity is plain enough," 
said the Rev. John A. Crane to 
his congregation at Santa Bar- 
bara's Unitarian Church one 
February Sunday. 

"But when you come upon 
them in the publications of the 
society, surrounded and support- 
ed by Welch's rich, flowing lan- 
guage and ideas, their absurdity. 
is well concealed. 

"The man is a marvelouslv 
gifted demagogue. . . . 

"There is another factor apart 
from the magic of Robert Welch 
-that lends power to the move- 
ment . . . both Welch and his 
people are genuinely afraid . , . 
driven by an almost wild fear o£ 
a persistent and pervasive sort. 
Because of the peculiar nature 
of their understanding of what 
it rneans to be an American, 
everywhere they look, in our so- 
ciety, they see signs of an in- 
credibly devious sub 
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Continued Tomorrow?, 
In The Evening Bulletin ] 



Ik It Extremist? Here Are 6 Teste 



Sacramento, Calif — (UPD 
—The John Birch Society was 
the target of both the executive 
and legislative branches of the 
California government today. 

The California attorney gen- 
eral's office was reported to be 
making an investigation of the 
society, some of whose princi- 
pal organizers are located in 
Southern California. 

State Attorney General Stan- 
ley Mosk warned in a speech 
before the Tuolumne County 
Chamber of Commerce that 
•'fanatical groups on the ex- 
treme right" must be as close- 
ly guarded as the Communists, 
for they are "equally danger- 
ous to democracy." 

He gave six tests by which 
he said people could determine 
whether an organization advo- 
cated an extremist doctrine. 
Does the organization at- 
tack churches and schools 
with blanket accusations? 

Does it attack other tradi-; 
tional American institutions 
with wild unsupported 
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Does it label everyone with 
w iom it disagrees politically, 
urv American or subversive? 

Docs it try to rewrite i 



modern history by blaming] tracted son- 
American statesmen forwarsjbusinessmer 
communism, depression and I 
other world ills? ) 

Does it resort to crude 
pressure tactics such as 
anonymous phone calls and 
letter-writing? 

Do the spokesmen of the 
group appear more interested 
in the size of their money 
collections than in the prin- 
ciples they purport to es- 
pouse? 

"Apply these six tests," he 
said, "and you will avoid- en- 
tangling memberships with such 
groups as the American Nazi 
Party, the Communists, the Ku 
Klux Klan, the John Birch So- 
ciety, the Cinema Education 
Guild, the Muslims, and others 
of that type," 

Meanwhile, a committee of 
the California state legislature 
began hearings on the Birch 
Society. One lawmaker testi- 
fied it "reminds us very much" 
of the Hitler organization in 
Germany before World War II. 
"This is an organization to 
fight Communists," said As- 
semblyman Gordon I. Winton. 
"The Hitler organization start- 
ed out the same way™aii(i 



very respectable 

; by the assembly 

.c-p is considering 
request a federal 

of the society. ! 
Hills, a spokes- 
Birch Society in 
rejected the help 
an Civil Liberties 

:iding the society's 

"albert sluKthe 
;mce was "gnfcy- 
-olicited." 



b • '' 




John 



Birch Society leader Robert Welch. 
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Birch Society Aims' 
To Impeach Warren 

(Following is the second of three dispatches 

, about the semi-secret John Birch Society, an op- 

1 ganization that has created controversy across the 

land because of its methods of fighting communism) 



By BARBARA BUNDSCHIT 

(United Friess-InternattonalJ 



At the start of 1961 the jAlm :tary contributions accompany I 



Birch Society organized fene 
to 100 chapters in each of 34 
states and the District of Co- 
lumbia, according to its - found- 
er and leader, Robert Welch of 
Belmont, Mass. 

(Still to be organized: Ala- 
bama, Alaska, Colorado, Dela- 
ware, Idaho, Maine, Maryland, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Jersey, Oklahoma, Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode Island and 
Vermont.) 

"The John Birch Society is 
to be a monolithic body," 
Welch said in a blue book of 
the organization's doctrine. 

"A republican form of auv- 
ernment or of organizationlpas 
many attractions and advan- 
tages, under certain favoraple 
conditions. But under less 
happy circumstances it lends 
itself too readily to infiltra- 
tion, distortion and disruption. 
And democracy, of course, in 
government or organization 
... is merely a deceptive 
phrase, a weapon of demagogu- 
ery, and a perennial fraud . , , 

"The John Birch Society 
will operate under completely 
authoritative control at all 
levels ... no collection of 
debating societies is ever go- 
ing to stop the Communist 
conspiracy." 

Paul H. Talbert, Los An- 
geles insurance executive who 
is one of the society's council 
members, estimated recently 
that it might have 100,000 
members by the end of 1961, 
its third year. 

There is no public accounting 
of either money or membersh ip. 
Dues are $24 a year for m=n 
andl$12 for women; life men- 
berships are $1000, either six. 
Appeals for additional volun-: 



1 mailings to members. Welch 

s said he draws no salary. 

There are 28 full-time eni- 

oyees at headquarters and 

the society is reported to lie 

the largest single source of 

revenue for the Belmont post 

office, next door. 

Another 35 salaried persons 
work around the country as co- 
ordinators of member groups, 
and an additional 100 persons 
work full or almost full time 
as volunteers. I 

Welch frankly has borrowed 
the Communist teechnique of 
setting up "front" groups for 
specific purposes. He acknowl- 
edged that another technique 
he advocates — the use of load- 
ed questions to smear a sus- 
iect he can't prove is a Cony 
munist — is "mean and dirty." 

iThe "most important activ- 
ity' of the John Birch Society \ 
at the moment is its campaign^ 



to impeach Chief Justice Earl 
jWjarren. f 

fin the view of "Welch, 



Sijhpreme Court's school de- 
cision and all the racial 
troubles in the South have 
been brought about by Com- 
munists to foment civil war. 
"Civil rights" is a Communist 
slogan, "an exact parallel to 
the slogan of 'agrarian reform' 
which they used in China," he 
has told members. 

In his bulletin for March he 
urged them to write "mo; 
letters to the same congrei 
mm . , . the same letters 
m )re congressmen" and to tl 
newspapers to prepare the 
way lot undisclosed "ssexijic. 
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actions" to come. 

Congressmen, recently Aade 
aware of Welch's old accuse 
ti in that former PresMent 
E senhower was a Communist, 
ais already looking askance 
at what they describe variously 
as a "trickle" or a "flood" of 
"Impeach Warren" mail. 

Republican whip Sen, Thom- 
as H. Kuchel of California, 
who said he had received about 
200 such letters since October, 
described the campaign as 
"contemptable and vicious." 

Eep, Edgar W. Hiestand, 
(R-Calif.) , is listed by the so- 
ciety as a member of its "com- 
mittee of endorsers," Hiestand 
said he has been a member of 
the society for several years. 
"It is a society of individual- 
ists dedicated to fighting com- 
munism," Hiestand said. "They 
make up their own. minds. 
They ar eviolently anti-com- 
munist. That is the one thing 
we have in common," j 

Rep. Gordon Scheder, 
(R-Ohio), a member of She 
House Un-American ActivitieSj 
Committee, also listed as an 
endorser, said he was not a, 
member of the society, but "l' 
look with favor on it." 

The Senate Internal Secur-I 
ity 'subcommittee is replying* 
to inquiries with a form letterj 
iovep the signature of its chair-' 
!mai, Sen. James O. Eastland, i 
iD-Miss. It reads: "The Johni 
, Birch Society, about which| 
■you asked, is known to be a 
organization officially. We are] 
lhappy to state that it seems to( 
be, from our records, a patriotic 

organization. Very truly yours! 
j» j 

Members of the society from) 
coast to coast have professed 
themselves undisturbed by 
Welch's pre-society charge 
that President Eisenhower was 
not a dupe but a communist. 

Spruille Braden, former U.S. 
ambassador and a member of 
the society's council, said" he 
didn't agree with the charge 
but that it in no way led him 

'to question Welch's judgment 
on other matters. 
; _ "He may exaggerate some- 1 
* times/* Braden said of Welch.! 
("When you're in a barroom 
I brawl, no holds are barred-/ 
You don't fight by the Marquis! 
*"-* Queensbury rules." 

NEXT-Welch gives ms , 
pinion of Eisenhower, Taf 
^facArthur and Goldwatc 
action «f the opposition), -1 
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Birch Societyf 
ffpad Accused 

Welch Probe Asked 
For 'LibeY on Ike 

I WASHINGTON (AP) - Sen. 
j Thomas H. Kuchel, R-Cahf„ 
I asked Thursday for an investiga- 
tion of the head of the John Birch 
(Society for what Kuchel called "a 
fantastic and incredible libel" 
against former President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. 

Kuchel said Robert Welch, re- 
tired candy manufacturer of Bel- 
mont, Mass., who founded the 
society, should he called -be- 
fore the Senate Government Op- 
erations Committee for attentats 
to besmirch the character of Ei- 
senhower, Chief Justice Earl W$r- 
ren and others. 



CARD-CARRYING 

He said Welch "accuses Dwight 
Eisenhower of being a card-car- 
rying Communist" 

The John Birch Society is an or- 
ganization with the declared pur- 
pose of fighting Communist infil- 
tration. It is named for a mission- 
ary killed by the Chinese Commu- 
nists. 

In a story Thursday, the Wash- 
ington Evening Star said Rep. Ed- 
gar , W. Hiestand, R-Calif„ is a 
member. It quoted him as saying 
! ho joined in California "quite a 
w&ile back," and is sure there are 
otier Congress members affiliat- 
ed^ with the society. 

PROBE URGED 

Hiestand was also quoted as 
saying he would like to see an 
investigation of the society by the 
House Committee on Un-American 
Activities because he believes this 
would dispel charges that the so- 
ciety is "a dictatorial Fascist" or- 
l ganization. 



ceived no information indicating" 
that an investigation of the society 
shcfjld, or could, be made b] ' it. 

IEROUS LETTERS 

falter said the committee lad 
received numerous letters regard- 
ing the society. Most of them, he 
said, contain the general com- 
plaint the organization is "un- 
American." 

But, Walter said, the specific 
complaints allege wrongs against 
individuals "whose recourse would 
be action in the civil courts." 

Kuchel's call for a Senate in- 
vestigation was prompted byj a 
speech in which Sen, ThomaslJ. 
Dodd, D-Conn., said Welch had at- 
tacked Eisenhower, former presi- 
dents Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Harry S. Truman, the late Secre- 
tary of State John Foster Dulles, 
Chief Justice Warren and others. 

podd said it was "an affront to 
bcfth decency and intelligence." 



P^ESS COMMENDED 

Dodd commended the American 
press for exposing the John Birch 
Society to public scrutiny. But he ! 
said he could not understand why 
the press had not been as vig- 
orous in exposing the Communist 
peace offensive and Communist- 
j front operations in the United 
i States. 

\ Dodo*, an outspoken anti-Com- 
munist, is a member of the Sen- 
ate Internal Security subcommit- 
tee, headed by Sen. James 0. 
Eastland, D-Miss. It, like the 
House Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities, has investigated 
communism in recent years. 

■ Recently asked about the John 
Birch Society, Eastland's subcom- 
mittee issued a form letter say- 
ing, "We are happy to state that 
it seems to be, from our records, 
a patriotic organization." 

In Los Angeles Wednesday, Sen 
jarry Gold water, R-Ariz., top 
lewsmen he disagreed with mam 
[t the theories of the John Birci 
|ociety but, "I am impressed bi 
je type of people in it. They are 
ie kind we need in politics." _j 



Asked about the Star's stofo, 

Hiestand told an AP reporter that ' 

the story was substantially -cor- ' 



rect. 



Rep. Henry S. Reuss, D-Wis., 
disclosed he had asked an investi- 
gation by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities. He made 
public a letter of reply from 
Chairman Prsad5-E. Walter, D- 
P&. saying, ibe cMffhittee has re- 
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;!ke Charge Made 
before Birch Groin 
legan, SaysTSu ' 



r 



Col Laurence Bunker of 

Weliesley, former personal aide 
to Gen Douglas MacArthur, 
| said yesterday in a radio in- 
terview over the CBS network; 
'from WEEI that a letter brand-! 
ing former President Eisen-' 
Jhower a Communist was writ- 
ten "long before" the Johnj 
'Birch Society was organized. ' 
| Col Bunker, a Boston attor- 1 
.nef, identified himself as a 
director of the Birch Socisty. 
He said a statement that C lief 
IJu§>ice Earl Warren shoulr be 
impeached is "well docu- 
mented." 
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CfTIONAl FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SAC (100-32899*) 



date: 3-31- 61 



from : 



(LIAISON) 



subject: jTQHN filRCH SQCTET 




llnft.) 



be 

b'7C 
b7D 



Telephonic ally on this date 



stated she was "a nervous wr^ck regarding 
the jonn Bircti society." She said she is not a member of this 



group, that she is a l oval citizen a nd she ha: been approached 
by a co-worker (woman) I 



1 to joBm t :e society. 



] 



ezc. She 

was informed that such action as she might ta :e was notto be 
considered as connected with , for, or on beh:lf of the FBI, 

Above submitted for record purpose: inasmuch as it 
is felt fehe will probably contact this office again re the 
John Birch Society. 



be 

b7C 
b'7D 



LHM 
100-32899 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (6s>104401) 3/31/61 

SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 



JOHN BIRCH SOCim 
BOWMATIOK C<»CSRHINQ 

fjmrauL sBtnmiK) 

Re: Boston letter to the director dated 2/17/61* 

On March 21, 1961, HERBERT A, PKXLSKXCX advised that 
he had no current information concerning the number 
of JOHH BIRCH CHArTERS now functioning* 

FHIUBRICK stated that on his last personal contact 
With R0O3HRV WXLCH, about two years ago, he was told 
ttat there were 20 chapters in Sainton, Texas, and 
oi chapter In Bismark, North Dakota. He has no 
additional information at the present tine eoncerning 
the rassber of chapters of the JOHH BIRCH SOCIETY. He 
stated that if he obtained additional infomation 
concerning this, he would furnish sane to the Bureau. 

Because of VBXWRXCK'z lack of particulars, the above 
xnfonnation Is being submitted by letter to the Bureau 
rather than by letterhead tnemorandmn 

This e/'^e is nou being closed in the Boston Division. 
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THE JOHIJ BIRCH SO 



En 



fortunately, many American citizens ba s learned that any pollt* 
leal extreme is cause for alarm. An extreme rightist ooint of view has proved 
through history to be as destructive as the extreme l»ft threatens to become* 

If Fascism comes to this country, will Lt come through an out- 
spoken, visible force or through some extremely conse " mtive program which 
strips America of her democratic foundation in its process of ferreting out • 
supposed leftist tendencies within this democracy? "vl» tend to fear the latter 
means; and just such a mushrooming organisation is th growing cause of our 
concern, 

TJRIGINS: This operation is the John Birch Society, an extreme 
right-wing organization ostensibly dedicated to the important fight against 

Communism. To grasp the intensity and severity of th* group's views, ±tL_Ls . 

u»*n ».n atflta a* +ina fti4«ot 4-Ka» +\*m <»y y cautious an<i higihly-regardedl I 



I I ( St. Louis Post-Dispatch , January 22, 

1961) that the leader of the John Birch Society— -Robert H, W. Welch, Jr., of 
Belmont, Massachusetts— -has prepared a book for secret distribution "that 
accuses former President Eisenhower o f treason and links most of his aids— 

| "" ] former Secretary of Defense Neil HcElroy 

itia 



ana many others, including Chier Jusl 
take over the country"* 



.ce /arren — in t Communist conspiracy to 



Welch himself wrote of the origins of the John Birch Society in 
Task Force , official publication of the "Defenders of the American Constitu- 
tion, Inc." (January, I960, Vol. 6, Ho. 9)f 

"The John Birch Society., .was 'founded on December 3> 
1956, in Indianapolis, by this writer and a small group of outstand- 
ing men who had come from various parts of the country at my invita- 
tion for a two-day meeting. Tou have probably heard nothing about 
the Society, because we avoid general publicity as «ell as we can. „ 
This is not because there is anything secret about ir activities, 
but because our whole purpose is to build strength and understanding 
rather than create noise." 

Welch then goes on to say that the Sod ty has a full -tine paid 
staff, called Coordinators, and local working chapters formed and supervised 
by these Coordinators* covering fourteen states. Be adds that there are mem- 
bers of the Home Chapter in about twenty states and claims that Hhe list in- 
cludes many of the most influential and highly regarded men and women in our 
count ry" • 
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Tdhy Is the booty called The John Birch Society? Let Welch tellt 

"A word about our name la in order. John Birch 
was a young Christian missionary, from, a-farm near- Macon, Qeorgia. 
who was in China when we entered World War II. He joined Chennault's 
forces as a volunteer, organized Chennault's intelligence, rose to the 
rank of captain in the United States Army, and served with unsurpass- 
able bravery and brilliance throughout the. war. Ten days after V-J day, 
while in uniform, on a peaceful and official mission for our government, 
he was brutally murdered in cold blood by our 'allies 1 , the Chinese Com- 
munists. You have probably never heard of John Siren, simply because 
the Communists in Washinrton planned it that way. We believe that his 
short but outstanding and memorable life so typifies the best of Ameri- 
cans that we have named our organization in his mewory." 

| | writing July 26, 1?60, in Ihe ghlcajo jgjj£ News , 

has said of the Jonn oircn Society: "The operation is monolithic ... it operates 
under authoritative control at all levels. And .felch :s the undisputed boss." 

Who is Welch? flow great a threat to American democracy is 
posed by the man whose reasoning in regard to Eisenhower seems to be: "How 
else do you explain the President's action of seven years? Welch would have 
dealt in a certain way with +-hf r,nmmnH «+■ Ur>. Lisennewer chose another way; 
therefore, he is a Communist. 1 
I960). 



Chicago E*ily News , August 30, 



In his July 21*, I960, Chicago speech, n T0 PflEVEWT A THIRD PAim?, 
Welch referred to Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Dwight David Eisenhower as two 
outstanding examples of "demagogues who built up a political following as con- 
servatives, ran for office as Conservatives on conservative platforms and 
promises, got elected, and then proved themselves to be the most profligate of 
liberals 11 . In that same speech, he spoke of "Richard Nixon's behind-the- 
scenes maneuvers to placate the Communists". 

According to the Boston Herald , August 29, I960, Robert H. W. 
Welch, Jr. was bom in 1900 in North Carolina, and was educated at the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina, U.S. Naval Academy, and Harvari Law School. He cane 
to Beaton in 1919, and, except ~or his travels of wall uver a million milea"... 
In his... search for knowledge about what he believed to be the steady march of 
socialism/ 1 , has spent most of his time here since. In the field of politics, 
Welch was vice-chairman of the Massachusetts 0.0. P. finance committee in 19li8, 
ran unsuccessfully for Republican nomination for lieutenant-governor in 19&, 
and worked for Eisenhower's election in 1952. "In 195U, he served as New Brig- 
land vice-president of the National Association of Manufactures and as chair- 
Ran of one of its major committees on education. In 1956, he advocated the 
formation of a third party, which, he says, he would export today. He is the 
former vice-president and sal es and advertising execut ive of the James 0. Welch 
(Cano>) Co., Cambridge, Mass. J | ?orced to choose between 

politics and business, Robert nexen cnose u» iormer and devotes full time to 
writing and the John Birch Society, of which he is the fountainhead. Welch is 
the author of two small books, May Ood Forgive Pa. regarding the dismissal of 
Oenaral MacArthur, and The Life of John JSixS Tm has published the Blue Book , 
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* 
a printed copy of his Indianapolis talkathon (Da camber 8 and 9, 1958) which 
initiated the John Birch Society, and The Politician, the John Birch Society* a 
printed handbook and Bible which is given only to qualified members of his So- 
ciety, Currently, he is the editor of a Monthly, periodical American Opinion 
in which he aire his views practiced by the John Birch Society* 

Welch sees his brain child as the only alternative to a Commu- 
nist slave state. For, in his mind, "Democracy is merely a deceptive phase, 
a weapon of demagoguery and a perennial fraud. n (Said in 1958 to founders of 
John Birch Society, Blue Book ). 

The Santa Barbara Hews Press of January 23, 1961, labels the 
John Birch Society an ".. •organization which (has) very questionable policies 
...(in which) Conservatives can get involved with extremists... Supporting a 
man or an organization which proclaims the kind of irresponsible lies and ex- 
tremists ' theories as those held by Welch is as bad atj writing and preaching 
this stuff." 

Before examining the people, institutions, and programs which 
have been and become targets of Welch and the John iirch Society, let us deter- 
mine how the namesake of the organisation fits into Welch's well laid-out 
scheme. In his book, The Life of John Birch , Robert Welch eloquently martyr- 
izes the young soldier, John Birch, and maSces him the embodiment of everything 
American and Christian, The American people, according to the Welch biograpihy 
of John Birch, were to be blinded from the fact that the Chinese Communists 
chose to murder John Birch as proof of their power to liquidate this symbol of 
complete opposition to all their beliefs. 

Selecting John Birch as his Everyman, Robert H.W. Welch sought 
the sympathy of all "true" Americans to rally behind his cause and help fight 
his own private and increasingly rightist war against Communism. To quote 
Welch ( The Life of John Birch ,, .page 109)* "In the forces that swirled around 
John Birch lay all the conflicts, of philosophy and of implementations, with 
which one whole world is now so imperatively concerned. Therein lay the sia> r> 
nificance of his life and death.* Actually we must 'Choose between the civili- 
sation, the form of society, and the expression of hi-iman life, as represented 
by John Birch, and their parallels as envisioned by Karl Marx and his spiritu- 
al successors . There is no middle ground..." 

By what means has Welch proceeded to achieve his end of stamping 
out Communism in the U.S. and ultimately abroad? To this end, he has the back- 
ing of wealthy conservative businessmen as well as o*-her conservative citizens 
who reastically recognise the threat of Communism to the free people of the 
world. Welch has built an authoritarian tool which hammers away at the struc- 
ture of democratic America in order to reduce it to an isolated framework free 
from any liberal or solidifying buttresses. Welch told a Boston Herald report* 
er that "We are going to cut through the red tape and parliamentary briar 
patches and roadblocks of confused pvrpose w&th direct authority at ^v^ry turn* 
The men who join the John Birch Society. . •are going to be doing so primarily be- 
cause they believe in me and what I am doing and are willing to accept my lead- 
ership anyway,. And we are going to use that loyalty, like every other resouroe, 
to the fullest possible advantage. " ( Boston Herald, September 28, I960) Mem- 
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bars who cease to feel necessary loyalty will alther resign or be put out of 

the organization* 

The increasing extremism and quasi-Fascist nature of the John 
Birch Society are exemplified by the following list of people, institutions, 
and programs which have become some of the targets of Robert H.W. Welch, Jr. 
and his Society* 

People 

1) Former President Eisenhower is a knowing dedicated agent of the 
Communists. ( Chicago Daily News , July 26, 1960t "STRANGE THREAT 
TO DEMOC^ACX — ANTI-RED 05&UP HITS ISAiE^" by Jack Mabley, who ' 
got access to Welch's The Politician .) 

2) Hilton -Eisenhower is "Ike's alleged boas in t*>e (Communist) Party". 
( Boston Herald , August 28, I960* "EXTKEME HIGsfTS TAKE AIM AT LETTS".) 

3) Earl Warren violated states rights by forced integration. ( Boston 

Herald , August 30, I960.) 

1 ' • 

h) Franklin Delano Roosevelt was used by the Communists. ' (Same refer- 
ence as 1) 

5) Harry 3. Truman also was used by (the Comraurtf ;;ts), but with his 
knowledge and acquiesence because they made bin President. (Same 
reference as 1) 

6) Former Secretary of State Herter was to be harrasaed by Welch's 
followers "...as a justifiable defensive activity on behalf of 
our country." (September, I960, John Birch Society bulletin as 
reported in The Milwaukee Journal , September 25, i960, "BIRCH 
SOCIETY URGED K> fcKfi WEn MIL's". 

7) Henry Cabot Lodge was charged with having "...done the most to 
build up the pretense for gullible Americans that the U.N. can 
serve some useful purpose while subtly surrendering to Soviet 
pressures in one situation after another." (Sea* reference as 6) 

8) "Some (Protestant) preachers actually uae their pulpits to preach 
outright Communism." ( Boston Herald , August 29, i960, "SCHOOL TAR~ 
OET OF RED'S ENEMT") 

9) Text-writers, Welch said, "can take elementary arithmetic and, by 
making the problems deal with money that medicine costs poor father, 
glorify socialised medicine and the welfare state," ( Boston Herald , 
August 29, i960) "life check local school committees... getting our 
people elected to (them)..* and getting the worst of (the books) 
thrown out*,, History (only field in which the John Birch Society Is 
trying to do an "anti-Communistic job) should be American, patriotic 
history." (same reference as 8) 
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Institutions 

1) United Nations is labeled a glass house stable for Trojan Horses. 
"..♦The U.N. ... promo te(s) Communism throughout the world while 
providing a pretext for preventing the U.S. fron adopting a policy 
in its own interest." It symbolizes "...a surrender of national 
sovereignty. We pay bulk of expenses of an organisation controlled 
by our implacable enemies . " (The Welch magazine , Aim ri nan Opinion. 
Nnvftmhor 1 QAn 'DON'T SEND ME A UNICEF QRLETIN'- CARD", bj| | 



2) UNICEF (United Nations Children's Emergency Funi) is supported by 
81 countries, and yet the United States contrib ites 80^ of its 
finances. A substantial part of its funds are expended in Commu- 
nist countries. 

UNICEF greeting cards are "...designed. ..to... make a mockery of 
the observation of the Birth of Christ." Child-en's solicitations 
of funds for UNICEF on Halloween proves to be or* means of "... 
push(ing) us gradually into a global 'welfare 1 state owned and 
operated by a Communist world government." (same reference as #l,p.27) 

3) Parent Teachers Associations. In the September, I960, bulletin of 
the John Birch Society, Welch advised members to "Join your local 
PTA at the beginning of the school year, ...and go to work to take 
it over (underlining are the author's own)... I" is time we went on 
the offensive, to make such groups the instruments of conservative 
purpose, with the same vigor and determination 'hat the 'liberals' 
have used the opposition aims." One example of the John Birch 
Society's objection to PTA is the latter f s promotion of children's 
solicitation of money for UNICEF on Halloween. ( Chicago Uaj iv 
News. Sftnt emhpr 13, i960, "JOHN BIRCH UNIT OUT tVfliH PTA'if J 



Policies and Projects 

\) Convention-primary apparatus "...is subject to Mthless manipula- 
tion by unsbrupulous politicians. And the Socialist-Internationa- 
list schemers seized on it as the means of determining... that the 
American people would never have anybody to vote for except candi- 
dates approved by themselves.. . I can assure you that this revul-* 
sion is one of the pressures generating a third party." (From a 
speech by Robert WelcR delivered at the unauthoriied Chicago rally 
in support of Senator Qoldwater aa reported by Manchester (N.H.) 
Union Leader , August 8, I960) 

2) "Ei3enhewer«-Khrushchevvisits and summit meeting ia most unconstitu- 
tional way for an American President to conduct foreign affairs. 
T-paties must be entered into with advice and consent of the Senate." 
"rt W. Kregeloh, Springfleldj Haas, news commentator and contri- 
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butor to Welch's American Opinion , quotes Welch aa saying the above. 
Manchester (N.H. pJnion Leader , September 2*5, 1959, "LETTERS TO THE 
EJITORS" ) 

Welch organized Committee Against Sunmit Entanglements, which ran 
ads in many newspapers all over the nation. 

3) "Fl uoridation of vAtp r ig a Republican plot to demoralize us." 



close associate of Welch *s. Daily News , 



(Fr 

Milford, Mass., September 9, 1959) 

k) Against mental health programs which bring clinical psychologists 
inV 1 this country to offer consultation to schools on problem chil- 
dren, (^easms for Welch's asking Society members to oppose this 
program are still unclear.) 

5) Against Foreign Aid because too high a precentage of the funds help, 
either directly or indirectly,- Communist countries. 
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The roster of those identified with Welch's magazine, American 
Opinion , f " lie ws : 
* 

Editor: Robert H-W- w»i*h. .Tr. __ 



Assistant PrHtors 



if 



1 



Comments , which publication ~' a rged with American 
Opinion ) 



Contributing Editors 




Editorial Advisory CoMdtteet \ 
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The Council of the John Birch Society is made up of 
(February, i960): 



1 surgeon 
HFarn And Ranch 



Revenue of U.S." 



Jnternal 



State , 
Colonel 



business ran 




] Secretary of 
rmer 



C 



corporation, Los Angeles 



~\ , to 
I 



Gerr ml Plant Protection 
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\ I Srpska Borba , | ""*"] 

_ / Gredp Foundries, Milwaukee; 

DEjxiona: Association of Manu- 

|qf the International YMCA 
manufacturer, [ * — 



facturers l 



[ 



manu facture 

physiciar 






] 



warm fachirar 



]Rock Island Oil and defining Co., 

r 

I 



wicnita, Kansas 
Alfred Kohlberg. importer. New Yo? >■- ( Jeceased) 

Notre Dame Law School 



1 manufacture*, 



1 University c f Illinois 



[ 



of Manufacturers 



J' ational Ass ^ciation 
|Servel, Inc., 



&vansvl 1 1 p. IndlAna 

J Republ: ran Congressman 

J manufacture r , I 1 
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Associated Industrie* 



.-ank of Bostonj 

of Ma.q flflr.hn.qA+.ftr 

Lt. Gen. I 



\ 



racturers 



I t&AF (retired) 
Jmanuf acturer j I and 

[of the 



the National Association of Manu- 
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is revealing: 



Welch's own description of the basic function of his Council 



"..,(1) To show the stature and standing of the leadership 
of the Sociery; (2) to give your Founder the benefit of the 
COUNCIL'S advice and guidance, both in procedural or organiza- 
tional matters, and in substantia matters of pel icy; and (3) to 
select, with absolute and final authority, a Successor to myself 
as head of The John Birch Society, if and when an accident, 
Suicide,* or anything sufficiently fatal is arranged for me by 
the Communists — or I simply die in bed of old age and a can- 
tankerous disposition. And we believe that both the growth and 
the effectiveness of our Society will be greatly helped by the 
experience, ability, and resolute purpose of so strong a govern- 
ing body." 

Welch has given as the aims of the John Birch Society: 

"...(1) To outline the nature and the frightening advance 
of the threats against our nation, our religion, and our civili- 
zation; (2) to evaluate these dangers, and place them in their 
proper perspective, against the backdrop of wor*.^ \ history and 
the rise of western civilization; (3) to set forth a positive 
philosophy and program to which men of good will J( religious i- 
deals, and humane traditions may rally with confidence and de- 
termination; (h) to offer leadership which can make the dedica- 
tion of such men and women more constructive an: more fruitful; 
and (5) > to describe in detail the organization, function, and 
procedures- of The John Birch Society." 
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Welch h as recommended as su itable Christmas gi ft« BJicfa »nM- 
Sftml t,1 c publications a j [ American Mercury and 

Economic Council Letter. 
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ijelch himself has sta.sd he has placed reliance 
long active as an anti -Semitic, propagandist. 




directly in some places. 1 ' 
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eri tics of the John Birch Society are put in the difficult poai- b ^ 
tion of opposing "anti -Communists ." As we see it, the only effective means by* 
which to counter such a quasi-Fascist group is to expose its anti-democratic 
philosophy to the American public. 

With an announced goal of 1,000,000 members and with dues set 
at $2!i a year for men and S12 a year for women, Welch s eems to be building a 
power-house of political potential. Chicago Daily News | 

who sounded the alarn over the John Birch Society Bulletin directive urging 
members to join local PVAr, "and go to work to take tr.eiri over" has offered 
frerdon-lovinR Anericsns a true sf -vi ~e. 



"^ 



CHARLES F.ADAMS 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
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470 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Mim&chusetts 
April ? 5 1961 




Thank yen for your note of 
Ibrch 30, 1961 enclosing some documents on the 
John Birch Society. 

X appreciate your mating these 
available to thie office* 

Sincerely, 
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Enc* 

100^-32899 



I. I. Laughltn 

Special Agerrt in Charge 



Enclosure returned* Photostatic coxsy made 
for file. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FILE 



100-32899 



tate: 3-30-62 



FROM 



SAO L.L. LAVGHIIN 



subject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



(lf»nt>Tr%. 7 



Via 



\(USA retired), who 



it+.hefiTi <?nrn. +.& 1 onhn ne>ri tf in u rt 



if i would call 

[ I General 



1 



as feed 



"•re 



wanted to discuss witn me personally* 
I called 



nac matter he 



___^ _ am * he related that o\ 3 of his 

associates had advised him that one of t) 3 stockholders 
of the Raytheon Corp* intended to oppose the nomination 
of an officer of the company becau se the offi cer was a 
member of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY '. \ wanted to 

know if the FBI could furnish him any Ifij 5Pmation 
concerning the nature of this group* He mentioned 
he had read a great deal about it in the local press 
recently and in certain magazines but sir oe his concern 
was involved in defense contracts for the various 
branches of the armed services he felt ij there was 
anything objectionable to the organisation that he 
should know about it. 



told 



jthat the FBI had not coriucted a 



ny 



investigation of the John Birch Society c:*d therefore 
I would have no comment to make concemiti it. 
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BS-8 Sis-vised (6-11^9) 



Cesser Won't Discuss 
dnk to Biich Society 



Robert B. Dresser, Provi- 
dence attorney, who is an en- 
dorser of the John Birch So- 
ciety and a member of the 
executive committee of one of 
its front groups, yesterday re- 
fused to talk about his link with 
the society. 

Mr. Dresser also would not 
comment on the statements of 
Robert H. W. Welch Jr., the 
society's founder, that former 
President Eisenhower and other 
U.S. leaders are or were Com- 
munists or Communist-led. 

"I'm not interested in the 
slightest degree in talking about 
this matter with you," Mr. 
Dresser said, when reached in 
Florida where he is vacation- 
ing. 

Asked why he did not want 
i to discuss it, he said, "It's none 
of your business and you can 
say I said that.'' 

Mr. Dresser has said he is an 

I endorser of the society. He also 

was listed on the letterhead of 

the JCommittee Against Summit 

nglements as a member of 

xecutive committee in a 

sent out two years ago 

r. Welch. 

Norman D. MacLeod of Ken- 



yon, who also is listed by Mr. 
Welch as a prominent endorser 
of the society, said yesterday he 
would not agree with him about 
calling the former president a 
Communist, 

He said he had heard about 
such statements appearing in 
the press, noting, "I haven't 
anything to base such accusa 
tions as that on." 

Mr. MacLeod said he doesn't 
agree with all of Mr. Welch's 
views. "I believe the object of 
the society is good, but I don't 
have to accept whatever Bob 
Welch says," he noted. 

Mr. MacLeod said he is not 
a very active member of the 
society and has not tried to 
start an organization, here 
though he might consider it. 
"I don't think there is any 
group here," he add^d, 

Rhode Island haslbeen listed 
by Mr. Welch as cae of about 
15 states in which tb|e Birch So- 
ciety is not organized. Mr. Mac 
Leod said there are two or 
three persons in* Rhode Island 



in the "home chapter," the 
group's members by t&^X 



He said he thought -he so- 
ciety was trying to start an 
organization in the state "some 
little time ago but I don t know 
what came of it." He -.aid he 
has not been asked diree-Iy to 
do particular wor k^ e r -H^e so- 
ciety and, in fact, had -trt re- 
ceived any commun. ::;itions 
from it in recent weeks. 
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BS-8 Revised (6-17-59) 



Birch Croup 
May Face 
lh~S. Probe 



WASHINGTON (CM) 
— The Justice Depart- 
ment today expressed 
"concern" over the anti- 
Communist John Birch 
Society and congression- 
al leaders spoke of an in- 
vestigation. 

The Justice Department refused 
to say whether it is investigating 
the semi-secret society. But a 
spokesman said a "growing num- 
ber of inquiries the Justice De- 
partment has received about the 
John Birch Society has made it a 
matter of concern to the attorney 
general." 

DODD HINTS 
SENATE PROBE 

Vice Chairman Thomas J. Dodd 
(D-Conn>, of the Senate Interna' 
Security Sub-committee, said he 
would bring up the possibility oi 
investigating the arch-conserva- 
tive group. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, 

JUSTICE 
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In the April law enforcement 
, bulletin, severely criticized 
"vigilante action" by Americans 
combating Communism. He did ' 
no mention any specific group. 

Be said Communists stand to 
gain from every rift among the 
American people. "Unfortun- 
ately, this involves certain 
people across the country who 
engage in reckless charges 
against one another. 

"The label of Communist Is 
too often indisc rimmatej v at- 
fa cfled tn tji ose whose views dif* 



'i nvestigativ e powers but only in 
matters affecting government ac- 
tivities. 

Senate Republican whip 
Thomas H. Kuchel, Calif., pro- 
posed yesterday that the Gov- 
ernment Operations Committee 
call Robert Welch, of Belmont, 
Mass., head of the John Birch 
group. He would demand that 
he substantiate charges of pro- 
Communism he has made 
against former President Eisen- 
hower and others or apologize 
for making them. 

The International Security 
suBlUiUiiillfee is *"mfrn1 \* 53. 




Hoover said "this is neither 
the time for inaction nor vigil- 
ante action" against Com- 
munism. "The ingredients for 
Cpmmitnist coups in nations 
which have fallen under its spell 
always include a populace 
shaken with fear, hysteria and 
confusion. 

"There is above all the dan- 
p of irresponsible counterac- 
ts by citizens *who lend im- 
Jtos to Communism throi 
ept attempts to fight this 
iious menace." 




' The subcommittee so far has 

I Lhe° Jofin" ° B ? n ? oaH « *» look Mo 

f^ivmes. it has been answering 

"iqmnes with a form letter 0™? 

Ir a ou D a t S fl Si ^ atUre 5a ^ *£ 
group is a 'conservative anti- 

jCommunist organization'* and that 
[■so tar as subcommittee records 
•shop a "patriotic arganfcaSp 

ttehel and Dodd both attac ed- 
thefsopety in Senate speech 
yesterday and termed Wel c ? s 
'accusations "outrageous " 



HOOVER'S IDEAS 

ON RED FIGHTING J 

t Ibover said the way to fight fit 

is to study it, understand it aid 

discover what can be done ablut 

Dodd did not say whether he 
would press for a full-fledged in- 
vestigation of the Birch Society. 

m S 3 * 1 ™™. John L. McClellan, 
<l>Ark) said his Senate govern- 
ment operations committee has 
no plans to investigate the society 
because it has no jurisdiction. The 
committee and its permanent in- 
instigating subcommittee, also 
ihea&dJjjUfeciellan, have broa d 
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About Birch 
Mass. Groups 

By RICHARD VAHAN 
"I endorse the, John Birch So- 
ciety. I betieve in its principles 
and I belong to it. But I don't 
know anything about its activi- 
ties." 

The streaker was Robert H , 
Montgomery of Cambridge, an at- 
torney with offices at 30 Federal 
St.. Boston. The Birch Society's 
brochure for new members lists 
him as one of 10 Massachusetts 
"endorsers" of the group. 

WELCH DIRECTS 
ACTIVITIES 

Others among the endorsers 
contacted by the Traveler either 
could not or would not shed any 
more light on Massachusetts ac- 
tivities of the society. 



WELCH 
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(Continued from First Page) 

Host simply referred all ques- 
tions to the organization's national 
headquarters at 395 Concord Ave., 
Belmont, 

This is a two-story red-brick 
building which trie ' Birch So- 
' ciety shares with an insurance 
company. From a specious 
first-floor office, founder-leader 
Robert H. W. Welch Jr., a re- 
tired candy manufacturer, di- 
rects the nation-wide activities 
of the organization. 

But aides brushed aside a re- 
porter's attempt to talk with 
I Welch himself. 

1 "He's so busy it'll be a month 
before he's available," an asso- 
ciate explained. 

| There may be chapters of the 
■John Birch Society scattered 
throughout Massachusetts, but if 
there are, no one at headquarters 
will say anything about them. In 
fact, there appears to be more 
secrecy about the society's activi- 
ties in Massachusetts than in any 
other state. 

Besides Montgomery, these nine 
persons are listed as members of 
the committee of endorsers of the 
Birch Society in Massachusetts: 

—COL. W. BRUCE FIRNIE of 

University Lane"; Manchester, 
with insu ranc e offices at 110 
Milk' ^L. 



*- HOPE GRAY^ aniLPXIKE.. 

SIAjyCiaLGlJVIt. Vernon St. 

CHARL ES J. LE W IN, assistant 
publisher of the New Bedford 
Standard-Times. 

—HUBERT W. KREftELO H, a 

radio commeHlafor~iff tile "Con- 
necticut River Valley in Western 
Massachusetts. 

-EUGENE H, CLAP?, BUR- 
TON XTMNCE, JOSEPH SOL. 
LIVAN and J RODNFSTWASH- 
BURN. 

BULLETINS EXPLALV 
SOCIETY'S VIEWS 

There is no identification in 
society publications of individual 
chapters. The bulletins and other 
releases are devoted mostly to ex- 
plaining the society's (more spe- 
cifically, Welch's) views. And 
persuing them you find such state- 
ments ar these: 

"It is extremely possible the 
Soviets may be planning to have 
President Eisenhower 'elected' 
the first President of the United 
Nations, shortly after he ceases 
to be President of . . . the most 
important Soviet satellite." 

". . . We'll be lucky if he 
(then-Secretary of State Christ- 
ian A. Herter) doesn't have the 
Soviet flag flying from the top 
of the Washington Monument by 
Jan. 20." 

"Dag Hammarskjold fs one 
of the most contemptible agents 
of the Kremlin ever supported 
by the American taxpayers." 

How do such statements set 
with MassafeksScSS-members? 



Another promineiiT Bv«Lsa, at- 
torney, Co] Laurence Bunker of 
Wellesley, f-vmer personal aide to 
Gen. Dougl.- MacArthur, agreed 
the statem :s sounded extreme. 



; plained them as a 
: aching some of the 
persons with the 
ae society. 

is may not care for 
it technique used in 
:s message," he said. 
:ie;; it is necessary i£ 
A it across to some 



But he ■■• 
method of . 
less-educat' 
message of 

"Some of 
the flambo; 
presenting ■ ■ 
"But somet 
we are to ; 
people." 

SAYS SOOTY 

NOT SECBCr 

He 'denier the Birch Society is 
a secret sc ety. 

"It has merely had a general, 
though not r ; gid, policy of seek- 
ing publicif . not for its officers, 
staff and r. ember ship, but only 
for its pi [-poses in particular 
campaigns, he said. 

He descnbed (he Society as 
an organization of conservative- 
minded individuals seeking to 
preserve American traditions 
and principles embodied in the. 
Constitution and Bill of Rights, 

"These an. times of grave. dan- 
ger to those: traditions and prin- 
ciples," he -aid. "And 1 know 
of many gr> ps and organizations 
who are do " * their best to alert 
the Americ w. people. 

"But I kivnv of none doing so 
with any greater devotion or 
selflessness than thgtf juifflfated 
with the John Birch Society." 



* 
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NAM Censured ^ 
Birch Society ' 

NEW YORK (UPI)-The Na- 
tional Association of Manu- 
facturers disclosed today it had 
in effect censured the John 
Birch Society in a board reso- 
lution adopted last September. 

Charles E. Sligh Jr., execu- 
tive vice president of the NAM, 
told United Press* International 
' the three former NAM presi- 
dents listed as members of the 
council of the controversial so- 
ciety participated in drawing 
up the resolution. It was passed 
unanimously. 

The resolution did not mention 
the society or its founder and 
leader, Robert Welch, by name. 
But Sligh said it was passed 
after disclosure Welch had 
called former President Eisen- 
hower a Communist. 

It affirmed the NAM'S con- 
fidence in Eisenhower. It said 
the organization "does not and 
will not knowingly be associated 
with any individual or be a 
paity to any organization tfiat 
questions the loyalty and inleg- 
ritj of President ^isenhowei or 
atfempts to degrade the fun- 
damental respect due him (and 
his high office." t 
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WASHINGTON (AP)— Criticismja£tan- 
greSsand elsewhere of the John BirclTSociety 
brought a charge today from a member — who 

also sits in Congress — that 
Communists are promoting 
a "smear" of the ultra- 
rightist organization. 

Even as a Justice Depart- 
ment spokesman said the so- 
ciety's activities are a matter 
of concern there, Rep. Edgar 
W. Hiestand (R.) qf California 
told reporters: 

"My advice is for people not 
to sound off before they have 
all the facts." 

Before talking with report- 
ers, "Hiestand, who disclosed his 
affiliation with the society, had 
_j tni-jftinnr conversation with 
Its founder, Robert H. W. 
Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Mass. 

Welch, a retired candy mak- 
er, founded the society in 1948. 
His personal targets include 
former President Eisenhower 
and Chief Justice Earl Warren. 
Welch has called Eisenhower a 
Red and says Warren should be 
impeached. 

Hiestand said he did not agree 
with Welch as to Eisenhower or 
Wawren. He said the remarks 

about Eisenhower had "been 
made\several years ago and 



Continued From PagelT^— -. 



were taken out of context" by 
those now quoting them. 

Hiestand said there were also 
other society policy- statements 
he disagreed with; but added: 

"X choose to stay because the 
society as a whole is a 98 per 
cent dedicated anti-Communist 
group. To me it would seem to 
have a better chance of suc- 
cessful achievement than any 
of the other sound and fine 
patriotic groups of which I 
know." 

Hiestand, when disclosing his 
own membership, had said there 
were other members of Congress 
in the society but did not name 
them. 

U fa-- . -, l -LJ 

NAMES SOLON 

Today, he named Rep. John 
Rousselot, (R.) of California, 
as another member of Congress 
active in the society and said 
"I am quite sure there are 
others." 

In response to questions, Hie- 
stand said of the society: 

—He doesn't know how many 
members or chapters It has 
now, but the goal is 100,000 
members this year. 

— He has been "informed" 
there are several chapters in 
Washington, but doesn't "know 
th\ facts" as to that. 

-Vrhe society is not a secret 
one ijut the identity of mem- 
bers is kept confidential to pro- 
test them from "persecution 
and attack." 

Hiestand said he belongs to 
the "home" chapter of the so- 
ciety which he described as a 
nationwide chapter directly un- 
der Welch. He referred to 
Welch as "th<* founder" in all 
references to him during the 
news conference. 

Hiestand d?icribed the so- 
ciety members as "violent, em- 
phatic, dedicated anti-Commu- 
nists" but contended that^aot 

Turn to Pag* SI, Ceil. 1 



more than 2 per cer, 
be considered extremists." 




CLAIMS SMJ3AR 

He said gr.wing criticism of 
the group by newspapers and 
public figures was part of a 
"fro-Communist smear'* and 
was proof of ihe society's suc- 
cess in fighting Communism. 

In response to a question, he 
said he was unable to identify 
any Communists among those 
who were criticizing the society. 

"But they are in the back- 
ground of the smear," he 
added. 

Hiestand said the major aim 
of ihe society is to spread in- 
formation about the Commu- 
nist conspiracy, through letters 
to Congressmen* and other 
methods. 

Another Congressman, Rftp. 
Gordon H. Scherer (R), h( 
Ohio said he is not a memwr 

tot the society but has "lookad 
favorably on this organiza- 
tion" 

Scherer expressed this view 
In a letter to Rep. Leslie C. 

A rends of Illinois, assistant 
GOP leader in the House. 

Scherer, a member of the 
Hou^ Committee of Un- 
Amt i ican Activities, told a re- 
porter that Arends had asked 
him for a fill-in on the society. 
"It- (the society's) member- 
ship ;S composed of conserva- 
tives and anti-Communists, and 
it is a basically pro-American 
orgaj zation," Scherer wrote. 

"In Cincinnati (Scherer's 
home city) many of our out- 
standing citizens are members 
of the local chapter.' 

A number of members of Con- 
gress have urged investigatfcns 
of the Birch society's activities. 
Tilers have been attacks Ion 
slme members of Congress, (fer- 
ried mit chiefly through letters 
to other organizations and indi- 
viduate, - — — — 
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Sji tfrf Associated Press 

Washington 

The John Birch Society, a 
conservative anti - Communist 
organization, has become "a 
matter of concern to the Attor- 
ney General," a Justice Depart- 
ment spokesman said Friday. 

Asked if the department 
planned any action, the spokes- 
man said, "A growing number 
of inquiries which the Justice 
Department has received about 
the John Birch Society has made 
it a matter of concern to the 
Attorney General." He declined 
to go beyond that brief state- 
ment. 

There was no direct comme'nt 
from Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy, brother of the Pres- 
ident. 

Members of both the House 
and Senate denounced the or- 
ganization Thursday and called 
for investigations of its leaders. 
Several senators have been at- 
tacked in letter -writing cam- 
paigns by society members. 

Founder Criticized 

The most caustic criticism 
centered around the .society's 
Jounder, Robert Welch, who is- 
said to have called former Pre; 
dent Eisenhower and other: 
Communists. 




J. Edgar Hoover, director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, spoke out Friday against 
"reckless charges" and "vigilante ' 
action" in a signed editorial in . 
the FBI Law Enforcement Bul- 
letin. 

Mr. Hoover did not mention 
the John Birch Society, and FBI 
spokesmen declined comment on 
whether the society was an in- 
tended target. Mr. Hoover wrote: 

"The job of curtailing and 
containing communism is one 
for legally constituted authori- 
ties with the steadfast coopera- 
tion of every loyal citizen. 
Hysteria and Fears 

''This is neither the time for 
inaction nor vigilante action, , , , 

"Attributing every adverrity 

to communism is not only irra- 
tional, but contributes to Jiy- 
steria and fosters groundless 
fears, ..." 

The Birch Society was found- 
ed in 1948 by Mr. Welch, a re- 
tired candy manufacturer from 
Belmont, Mass. It has active 
chapters in almost every part of 
the country. The society is 
named for a Baptist missionary 
who served as an Army intelli- 
gence officer in the Far East in 
World War II. The society says 

irch was killed by Chinese 

immunists 10 days after the 
end of the war. 

Senator Thomas J. Dodd (D) 
of Connecticut told a reporter 
he would ask the Senate inter- 
nal-security subcommittee t 
vestigate 'the society and 
leaders. Senator Dodd jo, 
enator Thomas Kuchel ( 
<5^ifornia in denouncing th 
garrsation Thursday in the 
ate. 
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ken Anti-Red 

cnator Dodd, a rneaafew of 
the ^subcommittee **\vno often 
serves as its acting chairman, is 
one of the Senate's most out- 
spoken anti-Communists. 

Senator Kuchel said Mr. 
Welch has called Mr. Eisenhow- 
er "a card-carrying Commu- 
nist," and that this is "a fan- 
tastic and incredible libe]." I 

Seiiator Kuchel asked: "Should 
the /jmerican people permit tins 
kind |of spleen to be poured ifcn 
a man who has dedicated his 
whole life to freedom?" He said 
Earl Warren, Chief Justice of 
the United States, was "another 
great American" the society has 
tried to besmirch. 

Senator Kuchel, who has been 
attacked by the society himself, 
said Mr. Welch should be called 
before a Senate committee and 
asked the basis for "these misar- 
able charges." The committle, 
herald, should "make him apJl- 
ogfce, not alone to Eisenho\Jer 
ant Warren, but to the people of 
Ihifc country." 

Qenator Dodd said Mr, Welch's 
charges against Messrs. Eisen- 
hower, Warren, former Presi- 
dents Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Truman and others are "an af- 
front to both decency and intel- 
ligence." . 

Meanwhile a House member, 
Representative Edgar W. Hje- 
stanfl '( R ) of California Ac- 
knowledged that he is a memoer 
of trfe Birch Society. j 

Mr. Hiestand said other mem- 



bers of Congress probably are 
too, but he felt they shoul d have 
the righfrto decideHui -iijsm,- 
selves whether to acknowledge 
this. As for himself, Mr. Hie- 
stand said, "I'm not ashamed to 
admit that I'm one of them." 

Bunker Questioned 

By the Associated Press 

Boston 

A director of the John Birch 
Society says a letter accusing 
former President Eisenhower of 
being part of a Communist con- 
spiracy was circulated confiden- 
tially by its author, Robert 
Welch, long before Mr, Welch 
founded the society. 

Tletired Army Col. Lawrence 
Bunker of Wellesley, Mass., ta 
Boston lawyer and personal ait e 
to Gen. Douglas MacArthi r 
from 1942 to 1953, identified 
himself as a Birch Society dire< - 
tor in a (CBS) Radio, network 
interview Thursday night with 
WEEI newscaster Fred Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick, asked Colonel 
Bunker two questions. The first 
was: "What about the accusation 
of Mr. Welch that Mr. Eisen- 
hower is a Communist?" 

"As far as the society is con- 
cerned," Colonel Bunker said in 
a recorded reply. "I know of no 
published material in the so- 
cietyfe documents on that par- 
ticuljr subject. 

"The article, or the letter, 
which has been widely quoted 
about Dwight D. Eisenhowei ' was 
written by Mr. Welch long be- 
fore the society was organizi d. It 
was circulated confidentially to a 
very limited number of people. 

"It was never intended for 
publication and has not become 
a part of the society's documents 
or publications, so far as I 
know," 

In response to the second ques- 
tion, Colonel Bunker said a de- 
mand for impeachment of Chief 
Justice Earl Warren occupies "a 
good deal of space in a num|er 
off the society's bulletins." / 
THe said it was designed! to 
bling to the attention of fthe 
AJrnerican people "the degree to 
which the Supreme Court under 
Chief Justice Warren's leader- 
ship has stepped out of its role 
as a purely judicial organiza- 
tion . . . and become to a large 
extent legislative as well, which 
is certJiinly a violation of the 
basic principle of the constitu- 
tion."/ 

A spokesman for the Si 
Court said in Washingts 
Chief Justice would hs 
comment. 
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Birch Group, 
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^DEFENDS BIRCH GROUT 



^if^tor J. Edgar; Hoov- 
.^^r^ signed editorial "jjto 
'FBI law enforcement b" 

Wr 4he job of curtailing and 
containing Communism is one 
for legally constituted autnon 
ui with the steadfast coopera- 

iinn f every loyal citizen. 

110 <This is neither the time for 
inaction nor vigilante action^. 
"Attributing every ^sity 
to Communism is not only irra 
tional but contributes to nys 
E anJ fosters groundless 

fe Sen'ihomasJ.Dodd. (D.) of 
Connecticut told a reporter he 
would ask the Senate Internal 
Security subcommittee to in 

feomas KU*1. (i> -O* 
I fornia in denouncing the or 
Ionization yesterday in the 

' S Dodd, a member of the sub- 
committee who often serves as 
its acting chairman, one 
the Senate's most outspOKeu 
anti-Communists. 

John Birch Red 
Victim in China 

MACON. Ga. (AP) - J<*j 

m . „ r>-, rr h for whom try 

Morrison Bircr, ior j 



Baptist fundamentalist mis- 
sionary-soldier. An army cap- 
tain in the intelligence service, 
he was killed by Communists 
in China Aug. 25, 1945, ten days 
after the Japanese had agreed 
to surrender in World War II. 

His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Geofge S. Birch of Macon ^ both 
former missionaries, declare 
that he lost his life trying to 
! obtain information with which 
to'i gajja "Am erica of the Com- 
fmunist danger. 
i Birch was born May 28, 1918 
■at Landaur, India, while hiv_ 
(parents were missionaries. TheyT 
] brought him back to America 
at an early age and he proved 
to be a brilliant student both 
in high school and college. 

Ai Mercer University, a Bap- 
.istf school at Macon, from 
'hrh he was graduated with 



honors in 1939, he was a mem 
be:- of a student group bring- 
in- heresy charges against 
some of his professors. The 
charges eventually were dis- ( 
missed although they caused 
a stir in ohurh and college 
ciirles. 

" lief ore going himself _ to 
China as a missionary. Birch 
stidied for a time at Baptist 
Seminary at Fort Worth, Tex., 
under the late J. Frank Norris, 
a firebrand Baptist funda- 
mentalist. 
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Disapp roved of Both ^—- ^ 
Kennedy and Nixon 

Birch Society 
Leader Raps 
Top Americans 

(Following is the last in a series about the 
semi-secret John Birch Society, an anti-Commu- 
nist organization that has caused controversy by 
its methods.) 
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By BARBARA BUNDSCHU 

United Press International 

Robert Welch, founder and leader of the John 
Birch Society, charges that the 1952 G.O.P. presiden- 
tial nomination was stolen from the late Sen. Rob- 
ert A. Taft, 

Welch's bitterness against, former President 

Eisenhower apparently dates 

from the 1952 convention, 

when Eisenhower won the 

G.5.P. nomination over Taft. 

In a startling "letter to 

Khrushchev," published in his 

magazine "American Opinion" 

in 1958 and now available in 

pamphlet form, Welch told the 

Russian leader he knew that 

among the pro-Communist 

activities of recent years had 

been: "The snatching of the 

WELCH Republican nomination from 

Taft in 1952 by purchase, theft, secret deals and other 

tactics more foul than had ever before appe ared in 

American politics." -' 

Later in the same letter,' 

which starts out assuring 

Khrushchev that "we know 

that you are winning the cold 

war by leaps and bounds," 

Welch wrote: "The president 

of one of America's largest 

banks took suitcases full of 

currency to the convention, to 

bribe delegates away from 

Taft; and he was rewarded 

' by a major ambassadorship." 

In an interview with U.P.I. 

Welch named Taft and Gen 

Douglas MacArthur as great 

Americans of recent years 

but declined to name hisicur- 

rent favorites. His "blue 
» book," however, leaves no 

doubt that his currerfLchoice 
j is >4g rgdha J s B epublicair pen-, T 



,v ; mFORi£A!rrow cowFAmm 




Boston American^ Boston, lfess»" 
"XBoston Globe, Boston, !&ss. 
"Boston Herald, Boston, Itfass. 
. Boston Traveler, Boston, ft&ss* 
""Chris "ian Science Monitor, 
*~" Boston, Afass* 

, Daily Record, Boston, Mass; 



Date: 3 -31 -61 
Edition: S?0RT3 FI1TAL NEWS 
Author: BARBARA HJNDSCHJ 
Editor: VICTOR 0, JOKES 
Title: *yr% JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



C3f-ss. or Character: 

page : # 

.Bufile No. fl 

i Submitting Office; Bost on 100-32o9 9 



\Z\ Dureau. 



SEARCHED — IHPBffiQ.^— 

SE8WUKDtj2U^RIKL^^ 
. MAR 31 19b] 



be 

b7C 



"I'd love to see kim_Eresi- 
dem 01 tne United States, and 
maybe some day we shall," 
Welch said. 

Goldwater, in response to 
a UPI enquiry, said he wasn't 
aware of any Birch Society 
indorsement 

Welch, in a December, 1958, 
speech called former Vice 
President Richard M. Nixon 
"one of the ablest, shrewdest, 
most disingenuous, and slip- 
periest politicians that ever 
showed up on the American 
scene." 

"I think Nixon could become 
a very patriotic anti-Com- 
munist if we could create cir- 
cumstances in which it would 
be smart politics to be one; 
whereas I think Nelson Rocke- 
feller ... is definitely com- 
mitted to trying to make the 
United States a part of one- 
world socialist government . . ," 

Welch's views on President 
Kennedy were indicated be- 
fore his election. He did not 
mention Kennedy by name 
but his sentiments were made 
clear in a discussion about 
"amoral man." 

"You will usually find him 
in church on Sunday morn- 
ing, maybe even a- Catholic 
church," Welch said then. 
"But as a member of the 
United States Senate, running 
for the presidency, and smart 
enough to know the strong 
Communist support behind- 
the-scenes which he will have 
to get in order to have any 
chance of being nominated in 
1960, such an amoral man can 
do a taamaadous a mount of , 
ball-carryin g on b ehalf&r 'the 



Cnmm'ia;.st aims'-ueie in the 



United States, and he can do 
an almost equal amount of 
damage to anti- Communist 
morale in other parts of the 
world, by His well-publicized 
speeches against Chiang Kai- 
Shek or in favor of the Al- 
gerian rebels. 

"And any similarity of char- 
acters in this story to any 
living persons is not coinci- 
dental." 



WELLESLEY RESIDENT 
IN TOP ECHFLON 

"I 'am prepared to defend 
their rights to express their 
views, as I would 'leftist' 
opinions," said Los Angeles 
Atty. A. L. Wirin about the 
John Birch Society. "That its 
jviews, however, are acceptable 
to any portion of the American 
public is a sad commentary on 
■the present American political 
scene." 

Sen. W ilton R. Young g(R- 
N.D.), w] ;o has criticized the 
society or the Senate floor, said 
"what surprises me most is not 
the size but the numbe? of 
prominent men who belong." 

Twelve of the 26 men cur- 
rently listed as members of the 
society's council are listed in 
Who's Who in America. They 
include two former presidents 
ofj the National Assn. of Manu- 
facturers—William J. Grede 
and Cola G. Parker, both of 
Wisconsin— and a third former 
N.A.M. president, Ernest G 
Swigert of Portland, Or., had 
previously been listed' as a 
council member. 

Other council members in- 
clude Spruille Braden, former 
U. S. ambassador; T. Coleman 
Andrews, the former collector 
of internal revenue who ran 
for President on a platform 
calling for abolition of the 
income tax; Clarence Manion, 
■former dean of the Notre Dame 
Law School and head of the 
highly conservative Manion 
Forum; M. T. Phelps, former 
chief justice of the Supreme 
Court of Arizona; Col Laurence 
E. Bunker, of Wellesley, Mass., 
former personal aide to Gen 
Douglas MacArthur, and Lt 
Gen Charles B. Stone 3d, 
jUSAP (ret), former com- 
mander of the 14th Air Force 
in China. The late Alfred 
iKohlberg, New York importer 
I best known for his letter- 
; writing :?|||}|n ^n snppnr* 
of 73,^ ^^31^9 **Cnina lgMy" 




SEN. BARRY GOLDWATER 
gets Robert Welch's nod as hi^ 
presidential choice, but the 
Arizona Republican disclaimf 
knowledge of the endorsement, 




WOULD LIKE to question 
Belmont's Robert Wel ch W ; 
Thcaiai-KJUchel of California i 







PRESIDENT JOHN KEN- 
NEDY— ill-disguised target of 
criticism by Birch Society 

leader. 

was a charter member and is 
still listed as such, 

Adolphe Menjou, the, Holly 
wood actor, was at one time 
a member of the council. On 
Mar. 21, Mrs. Menjou said, he 
had withdrawn from the so 
ciety. 



find the means **»s«Rw\ihe 
end." ; , ■ l?r 

Times publisher Otis 
Chandler rejoiced on two 
counts at the heavy reaction 
to the newspaper's stand. Tha 
reader's expenditure for 
"stamps, phone calls and shoe 
leather (and aspirin) w he took 
as a happy omen that tha 
economy is on the upswing. 

The first count of replies, 
he said, was: "Pro Times pol- 
icy — 126 letters, 13 phone calls, 
1 new subscription; against — 
163 pieces of mail, 8 phone 
calls, 22 actual subscriber 
cancellations and 12 threats 
or mentions of cancellations." 



NIXON SPEAKS OUT 
AGAINST SOCIETY 

Some answers to Wirin's 
question on the society's appeal 
were provided Mar. 18 in two 
pages of letters printed by the 

Los Angeles Times following 
its editorial .condemnation of 
the society. 

Letter writers who praised 
the newspaper for its stand in- 
cluded former Vice President 
Richard M. Nixon, the presi- 
dents of the University of Cali- 
fornia and Occidental College 
and the chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of California at Los 
Angeles, Rep. James C. Cor- 
man (D-Calif.), and Methodist 
Bishop' Gerald Kennedy. 

Former Vice President Rich- 
ard M. Nixon wrote the 
Times: 

"One of the most indelible 
lessons of human history is 
that those who adopt the 
doctr ine th at the end justj - 
fi*!j,j- tire 'means inevitably 



COURT CAUGHT 

IN RIGHTS SQUEEZE 

The~ readers lined ud slightly 
in favor of the John B:rch So- 
ciety in almost exactly the 

same proportion as the Su- 
preme Court has lined up five 
to fOur in favor of the doctrine 
that freedom of speech is not 
an absolute right when it be- 
comes involved with Commu- 
nism, 

Extending the judicial differ- 
ence of opinion into the realm 
of the society's operations 
would appear to create a 
two-edged sword. 

The court minority which 
might look askance at the so- 
ciety's own efforts to suppress 
dissent would nonetheless sup- 
port its right to think and to 
say what it' chooses. 

The five-man majority has 
already held that the freedom 
of speech and association must 
be balanced against tie public 
interest. 

In a minority decision by 
Justice Hugo 'Black, with 
concurrence of Chief Justice 
Warren who has been attacked 
by the society: 

"Liberty,, to be secure for 
any, must be secure for all- 
even the most mistaakLa jrj?" 
chants of hatred and unpopular 
ideals^'.- _■ 
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Justice Department Voices Concern 
Senators WouldJJuiz Welcfr- 



Perhaps 2, 
In Congress 

! WASHINGTON, Mar. 31 
J(UPI) — A Congressional 
{member of the controver- 
sial John Birch Society de- 
fended the organization as 
fan anti-Communist group 
today, but other Congress- 
men talked of an investi- 
gation and the Justice De- 
partment expressed "c<n- 
cenj." 

Rip. Edgar W. Hiestand, ' 
(R-Calif.), the first Con- 
gressman to identify him- 
self as a member of the 
society, said he would wel- 
come a Congressional in- 
' vestigation. He said he felt 
the society had the best 
chance of successfully 
fighting "the Communist 
conspiracy." 

The Justice Department re- 
fused to say whether it is in- 
vestigating the semi -secret so- 
ciety, but a spokesman said 
a "growing number of in- 
juries the Justice Department 
has received about the John 
Birch Society has, made it a 
matter of corncerhtfLJjaA^t- 



■But he re jected a call by the 
s<5rtS?3T^ounder, ^Bahesi^H. 
Welch, Jr., for the impeach- 
ment of Chief Justice Earl 
"Warren. Hiestand also said 
the founder's charges that for- 
mer President Eisenhower 
was a communist dupe had 
been misinterpreted. 

(The Globe has been pub- 
lishing a series of articles 
on Welch and his organiza- 
tion; the last in the series of 
three appears today on 
Page 5.) - 

Hiestand said he didn't 
know how many chapter! or 
members of the society lad, 
butr identified Rep. John! H. 
RoJsselot (R-Calif.,) as Jone 
othfer John Birch member he 
kniw in Congress. He said 
there might be others. 

Rousselot was not available 
immediately for comment. . 

BIKCH SOCIETY ( 

Page Five 




toi'nSy -gerteral." 



TO SEEK investigation. Sen. 
Thomas J. Dodd (DXt.) wants 
Int ernal ft^ uritv aufa cB iiiBii ' t tee 
E9 look lnto'feirc h Society . 



BuFjustice Department 
. Won't Say It's Investigating 

BIRCH SOCIETY] % 



Continued jvom the First Pagel 

Hiestand said the society 
was not a secret* or Fascist • 
organization. Besides anti- 
, Communism., he said, its aims 
were to promote 'less and less 
government" 

Hiestand issued a statement 
saying 1 he and the society's 

, founder wou'd "welcome a 
congressional investigation — 
The more thorough the het- 

,'ter." However, he said he had 
not asked the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities 
to start an investigation. 

"I disagree on several things 
with the founder — jus: asll do 
rat subscribe to every thirlg in 
' th i Republican platf orn| or 
1 a^ ree with what all Replbli- 
cb is say," Hiestand said. "But, 
, 1 thoose to stay because the 
society as a whole is a 08 per- 
cent dedicated aiti-Com munist 
group." 

Asked to explain the; refer' 
ence to 98 percent, Hiestand 
said any such group might 
have members who "sound 
off and become extremists." 

Vice Chairman Thomas J. 
Dodd (D-Ct.) of the Senate 
Internal Security subcommit- 
tee said he would bring up 
the possibility of investigating 
the arch-conservative group 
at the subcommittee's next 
meeting. 

Senate - Republican vhip 
Thomas H. Kuchel of Califor- 
nia, proposed yesterday that 
! the Government Operations 
' Commitee call Welch and de- 
' mand that he substantiate 
charges of pro - comraqpigm 
he has made against Jitter, 
President fjsenhj 
qthe£yuL3L 





'BI Director J. Edgal 
lover, in the April Law ErJ 
fircement Bulletin, severely 
criticized "vigilante action!' 
Americans combating 
communism, He did not men- 
tion any specific group. 

Hoover said "this is neither 
the time for inaction nor vigi- 
lante action" against Commu- 
nism. "The ingredients for 
Communist coups in nations 
which have fallen under its 
spell always include a popu- 
lace shaken with fear, hysteria 
■ and confusion." 

Hoover said Communists 
; stand to gain from every rift 
among the American people, 
"liifortunately, this in vol vis 
certain people across the coui-i 
trr'who. engage in reckl*s 

"The lahel of <&flffiMnlstf is ■ 



V fllQBuI c alm. RBS^SS^br 
J. Edgar Hoover says job of 
fighting communism is not for 
vigilantes. 

too often indiscriminately at- 
tached to those whose views 
differ from- the majority," he 
added. 

"There is above all the 
danger if irresponsible counter- 
action by citizens who lend 
impetus to Communism 
through inept attempts to fight 
this insidious menace." 

Hoover said the way to fight 
it "is to study it, understand 
it and discover what can be 
done about it." 

Dodd did not say whether 
he would press for a full- 
investigation of the Birch 
Society. 

Chairman John L. McClellan 
(D-Ark.) said his Senate Gov- 
ernment Operations Committee 
has no plans to investigate the 
society because it has no-juris- 
diction. The committee and 
its permanent investigating 
subcommittee, also headed by 
McClellan, have broad investi- 
gative powers, but only in mat 
tersl affecting government 6c 
tiviaes. 



Letter Says "Patriotic" 

The Internal Security, sub- 
committee is headed by Sen, 
James 0. Eastland (D-Miss.), 
but Dodd frequently serves as 
acting chairman. 

The subcommittee so far 
has shown no inclination to 
look into the John Birch 
group's widespread activities. 
It has been answering in- 
quiries with a form letter 
' over Eastland's signature say- 
ing the group is a "conserva- 
tive anti-Communist organi- 
zation" and that so far as sub- 
committee records show is a 
"patriotic organization." 

Kuchel and Dodd both at- 
tacked* the society in Senate 
speeches yesterday and termed 
Welch's accusations "out 
rageous." 

Sen. Milton R. Young (R 
N.D.), who first discussed the 
society in a Senate speech Mar. 
2, followed Dodd and Kuchel. 
He said he had been subjected 
to a harraffp n f ^t 1 -"" -1 ' ~TrjVVT 
him oF"aTI manner of things." 



£_said he-TOB*BB*e*entt 
p H rT5rnT3ny members were un-l 
aware of Welch's accusation:; > 
against Eisenhower and other 
prominent persons. 

Kuchel, aroused by the so- 
ciety's attacks on Eisenhower 
and Chief Justice Earl War- ; 
ren, accused Welch of a "fan- ( 
tastic and incredible libel" 
for branding Eisenhower a 
"card-carrying Communist." 

"Good God," he told the 
Senate. "Should the American 
people and the American gov- 
ernment let that kind of spleen 
be poured on one who givo:i 
his whole life to the cause . . . 
of freedom?" ' 

In suggesting that the Gov- 
ernment Operations Commit- 
tee ask Welch >to prove 1.:;. 
charges, Kuchel said "s3v.e 
hef is unable to document 
Ithim" the committee shc|u;c. 
|"hpve him apologize to Ei^er*- 
hewer, to Warren, and t-.e 

eople of this country." 
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Sticiely,''an anli-commumsm organizatic 
trobersff vg'its methods. 



By United Press International 
Robert Welch of Belmont, leader of the John 
Birch Society, charges that the 1952 GOP presides- '„ 
tial nomination was stolen from the late Smi , Unhurt * 
A. Taft. 



Welch's bitterness againsT 
ormer President Eisenhower 
ipparently dates from the 1952 
invention, when Eisenhower 
mn the GOP nomination over 
Taft. 

In a startling "letter to 
Khrushchev," published in his 
magazine "American /Opinion" 
in 1958 and now available in 
f imphlet form, Welch told ' he' 
I ussian leader he knew t mt 
anong the pro-Communist ic- 
tfvitfes of recent years Had 



"The snatching of the Rept*- 

[can nomination from taft In 

J952 by purchase, theft, secit 

eals and other tactics were 

foul than had ever before ap- 

4peared in American politics.'* 

Later in the same letter, 
which starts out assuring Khru- 
shchev that "we know that you 
pre winning the cold war by 
leaps and bounds," Welch wrjfte; 

' BIRCH I 

' T"— -*-■-" Page E'igM) 

(Continued from Firsi Page) x . 

J' The president of lone 

of (America's largest banks ftook 
suitcases full of currency tl the 
convention, to bribe delegates 
away from Taft; and he was 
rewarded, for thus providing 
such spontaniety, by a major 
ambassadorship." 

SEN. GOLDWATER 
HIS CURRENT CHOICE 

In an interview with United 
Press International, Welch 
named Taft and Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur as men he consid- 
ered great Americans of recent ■ 
^vears. B ut declined to name 
his^current favorite* " ' 



His "Blue Book^-rSfirever, 
i&gvffno doubt that his 'current 
choice is Arizona's Republican 
Sen. Barry Goldwater. 

"I'd love to see him president 
of the United States, and maybe 
some day we shall,'* Welch said. 

Goldwater, in response to a 
UPI inquiry, said he wasn't 
aware of any Birch Society en- 
dorsement and wasn't in any 
case running for anything except 
the Senate. His term expires in 
1964. 

Goldwater said he was fa- 
miliar with the organization, that 
he had met several of its mem- 
bers during his travels and 
"they are very outstanding 
pJbple." 

' (welch, in a "Blue Bool" 
sjeech of December, 1953, caljd 
former Vice President Rtch^-d 
M., Nixon "one of the ablest, 
shrewdest, most disingenuous, 
and slipperiest politicians that 
ever showed up on the Ameri- 
can scene." 

SAYS NIXON FAR 
BETTER THAN ROCKY 

But he said be would leave 
his remarks about Nixon out of 
the tape-recorded version of his 
speech because "he MAY be the 
best bet we have for the Repub- 
lican standard bearer in I960 
who has any chance of getting 
the nomination. He would be far 
better than Nelson Rockefeller 



"I think Nixon could become 
a very patriotic anti-Communist 
if we could create circum- 
stances in which it would be 
smart politics to be one; where- 
as I think Nelson Rockefeller 
... is definitely committed to 
trying to make t hf- United 
States a part of one • world 
sooiaiist "fid^ rnment . . T " 
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Welch's views 6n "resident 
'■nenneay were indicated before 
his election. He did not mention 
Kennedy by name but his senti- 
ments were made clear in a dis- 
cussion about "amoral man." 

SEES JFK AS 
AID TO REDS 

"You will usually find him in 
church on Sunday morning, may- 
be even a Catholic church," 
Welch said then. 

"But as a member of the 
United States Senate, running 
for the presidency, and smart 
enough to know the strong Com- 
munist support behind - the- 
scenes which he will have to get 
in order to have any chance of 
being nominated in 1960, such an 
amoral man can do a tremen- 
dous amount of ball-carrying on 
behalf of the Communist aims 
here in the United States; and 
he can do an almost equal 
amount of damage to anti-Com- 
munist morale ;n other parts of 
the world, by his wfell-pubjicized 
speeches against Chian'g Kai- 
shek or in favor of the Algerian 
rebels. i 

"And any similarity on char- 
I acters in this story to any living 
i persons is not coincidental." 

"I am prepared to defend 

their right to express their 
views, as I would 'leftist' opin- 
ions," said Los Angeles attorney 
A. L. Wirin about the John 
Birch Society. 

. "That its views, however, are 
acceptable to any portion of the 
kmerican public is a sad com- 
mentary on the present Amefi- 
tan political scene." T 

Sen. Milton R. Young, (R-M7) 



w^?. J , jr_xritirir' ; T" ! 'ii- n M ' io| y ■ 
on the Senate floor, said "What 
surprises me most is not the 
size but the number of promin- 
ent men who belong." 

12 LISTED 

IN WHO'S WHO 

Twelve of the 26 men cur- 
rently listed as members of the 
society's council ' are listed in 
Who's Who in America. 

They include two former pres- 
idents of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers— William 
J. Grede and Cola G. Parker, 
both of Wisconsin— and a third 
former NAM president, Ernest 
G. Swigert of Portland, Ore., 
had previously been listed as a 
council member. 

The Racine, Wis., Journal - 
Times, noting the association of 
these and other prominent busi- 
nessmen with the group sd^ 

"It is a cause for cracki 
but those allegedly respon; 
persons who support it will, 
tarred with the same brush." 

Other council members in- 
clude Spruille Braden, former 
U.S. Ambassador: T. Coleman 
Andrews, the former collector 
of Internal Revenue who ran for 
President on a platform calling 
for abolition of the income tax; 
Clarence Manion, former dean 
of the Notre Dame Law School 
and head of the highly conserva- 
tive Manion Forum; M. T. 
Phelps, former chief justice of 
the Supreme Court of Arizona; 
Col. Laurence E. Bunker, form- 
er personal aide to Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur, and Lt. Gen Charles 
B. Stone III, USAF ret., former 
commander of the 14th Air 
Force in China.. 

The late Alfred Kohlberg, New 
York importer best known for 



Adlophe Menjoy, the Hollywood 
actor, was at me time a mem- 
ber of the council. His wife said 
early in Mare* that both she 
and her husband were still mem- 

?* ei V f the societ ^ 0n March 
21, Mrs. Menjoy said her hus- 
band was in a hospital with a 
minor ailment but that he had 
withdrawn from the society, 
having found he disagreed with 
its founder and head, Robert 
Welch, "on certain points." She 
declined to elaborate. 

Some answers to Wirin's ques- 
tion on the society's appeal were 
provided March 18 in two pages 
of letters printed by the Los An- 
gles Times following its editori- 
al condemnation of the society. 

Four writers said the Times 
articles preceding the editorial 
were prompting them to join 
the society. Two justified their 
membership in these words: 

h/'JV? the only or § an ization 
Mat I know of that gives vital 
information on what is really 
gwng on and "ives us sugges- 
titns for positive actioni" 

'If our government ha 1 made 
a J-eal attempt to inforrr ' us, or 
to direct our attention to the 
need for this information, the 
John Birch Society would have 
been unnecessary." 

Letter writers who praised the 
newspaper for Us. stand included 
former Vice President Richard 
M._ Nixon, the president of the 
University of California at Lo S 
Angeles, Rep. James C. Cor- 
man, D-Calif., and Methodist 
Bishop Gerald Kennedy. 

. One letter, signed only with 
initials and presumably written 
with a matrimonii "we," com- 
plimented the Times for ex- 
plaining "probably much better 
than we might the reasons why 



i oik importer oest Known tor ™ r0! ia„JI *«.«,i, WJJf 
his letter-writing campaign in ™ " SSSl^ i6VeraI months 
support of the so-called "China memDers - 

ISCjSft .J * harter «■*** The letter ^id the writers had 
anu wsau listed as such. become disturbed by cards dis- 

- ■■ - - - tributed by the s.>?iety last year 

to protest the planned summit 

meeting. Designed for mailing 

to President Eisenhower, they 

Kw." If you £ [ >-<i°n't come 
D3CK, 

"Then we began to note that 
almost every public official — 
Roosevelt, Truman, Ike, Nixon, 
Dulles and others became ever- 
widening targets of Welch. 

"We heard whispers, remarks 
prefaced by, 'Would you believe 
it if I told you-?* and we be- 
came increasingly wairy. 
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NIXON HITS 
AT METHODS 

Former Vice President Rich- 
ard M. Nixon wrote the Times: 

It may at times seem unrealis- 
tic and naive to follow the rules 
oF the game when our opponents 
are so unscrupulous and com- 
pletely devoid of morality. But 
in the end, refusing to resort 
to methods that are wrong not 
only ls right but in the long 
nin is the most effective way 
to combat an evil doctrine like 
communism. , . 

•"One of the most indelible 
lessons of human history is that 
those who adopt the doctrine 
that the end justifies the means 
inevitably find the means be- 
come the end." 

Times publisher Otis Chand- 
ler rejoiced on two counts at 
the heavy reaction to the news- 
paper s stand. Th,e readers' ex- 
penditure for "stamps, phone 
calls and shoe leather and aspir- 
in he took as a happy omen 
that the economy is on the up- 
swing. ^ 

Further, he wrote: "To stand 
up and say unequivocally what 
3™ believe in your heart is the 
right thing, regardless of imme- 
diate discomforts or neighbor- 
hood reactions, is a blsssed vir- 
tue. We have done this on ma 
jor issues of concern to all of 
us, and we respect and thank 
God you, the American public 
Jaye the guts to do the same. 
This in itself hurts the Com- 
munist cause." 

The first count of replies, he 

?£ .' ^ as: " Pro TUnes Policy- 
126 letters, 13 phone calls, 1 new 

subscription; against-163 pieces 
of mail, 8 phone calls, 22 actual 
subscriber cancellations and 12 
threats or mentions of cancella- 
tions." .-. 



^ ie re aders Jined up s lightly 
"«rfHT3p> of the 55B!rTjIrT}h Soci- 
ety .in almost exactly the same 
proportion as the Supreme Court 
has lined up five to four in fa- 
vor of the doctrine that freedom 
of speech is not an absolute 
right when it becomes involved 
with communism, 

Extending the judicial differ- 
ence of opinion into the realm 
of the society's operations would 
appear to create a two-edged 
sword. 

The court minority which 
might look askance at the soc- 
iety's own efforts to supress dis- 
l sent would nonetheless support 
its right to think and say what 
it chooses. i 

The five-man majority has al- 
ready held that fhe freedom of 
speech and association must be 
balanced against the public in- 
terest. As Justice John Mar- 
shall Harlan wrote in the Baren- 
blatt decision, it has upheld 
"federal legislation aimed at the 
Communist problems which in 
a different context would cer- 
tainly have raised constitutional 
issues of the gravest charac- 
ter." 

In a minority decision by Jus- 
tice, Hugo Black, with concur- 
rence of Chief Justice Warren 
who has been attacked by the 
society: 

"Liberty, to be secure for any, 
must be secure for all-even the 
most misflrnhia me ralwiL A t 
hatrea^and unpopular ideas," 




I 



ROBERT WELCH JR. of Belmont, who founded the John Birch Society, studies 
a trap in his office showing the spread of communism, r-* 




PRESBDENT KENNEDY 
" . . , an amoral man" 



SEN. BABBY GOLDWATEB 
Choice For President 



RICHARD M, NIXON . NELSON ROCKEFELLER 

.able, shrewd, slippery" "One-WorW Socialist" 
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(Birch Society 
fin Resolution 

NEW YORK, Mar. 31 (UPI) 
—The National Association • of 
i Manufacturers disclosed today 
( that it had in effect censured 
'the John Birch Society in a 
board resolution adopted in 
September. 

t Charles R. Sligh Jr., execu- 
tive vice president of the 
NAM, said the three former 
NAM presidents listed as mem- 
bers of the council of the con 
( troversial society participated! 
,in drawing up the resolution' 
•which was passed unani- 
mously. 

The resolution did not men- 
tion the society or its founder 
and leader, Eobert Welch, byj 
name. But Sligh said it was! 
passed after disclosure that| 
Welch had called former Presi- ' 
dent Eisenhower a Communist. 
It affirmed the NAM's ccjl- 
fidence in Eisenhower and sad 
the organization "does not and 
w ill not knowingly be asio- 
,/ri ited with any individual *or 
h a party to any organization 
tljat questions the loyalty and 
integrity of President Eisen- 
hower or attempts to degrade 
the fundamental respect due 
him and his high office." 

Sligh emphasized that the 
NAM "has no connection with ' 
the John Birch Society, and 
never has, and never will." 

He said Welch, who was 
once a director of the NAM, 
has not had any connection 
with it for many years. Sligh 
said he could not speak for the 
three former NAM presidents,* 
all now board members of the 
NAM, who have been listed asr 
leaders in the Birch society.^ 
They are William J, Grede,}i 
Elm Grove, Wis., NAM presi- ' 
dent in 1952; Cola G. Parker, 
Neenah, Wis., 1956 president, 
and Ernest G. Swigert, Port- 
land, Ore., 1957 president. 

Sligh said the NAM board's 
resolutions had not been made 
public at the time it was* 
passed because the "flurry" 
over Welch's charges seemed; 
to be passing and there ap-s 
peared to be no point in stir-i 
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■ ■ ff h fti fififtiety "has broken no being used by the Communists^ 
law, violated no moral prin- —I never said they were' Com- 
ciples and has as a firmly m unists and I don't say 
stated foundation of its pro- 
gram: that even good ends 
never justify bad means," he 
said. 



now. 

In another part of the book, 
this reference is made to Mil- 



srs-a a u n ntii ha our s s; »-*-*» bro.^ . 

wi J? s :" "In my opinion, the chances 

Prior to the foundation of are very strong that Milton 
the society, Welch wrote a Eisenhower is actually D wight 
series of letters (sometimes Eisenhower's superior and boss 
referred to as a book) in which within the Communist Party, 
it is reported he said: For one thing, he is obviously 

"But my firm belief that a great deal smarter," 
Dwight Eisenhower is a dedi- 



cated, conscious agent of the 
Communist Party is based on 
an accumulation of detailed 
evidence so extensive and so 
palpable that it seems to me 
to put this conviction beyond 
any reasonable doubt." 
1 In an interview last night, 
when asked about the para- 
graph, Welch told an Asso- 
ciated Press reporter, "I never 
thought it then with firmness 
enough to publish it or to say 
it in public and I don't to- 
day." 
The book— or letter — also 



Sen. Thomas H. Kuchel 
(R-Calif.), denounced Welch 
Thursday, saying he had 
called Eisenhower a "card- 
carrying Communist." 

Meanwhile, two agencies 
are considering or may soon 
consider investigation of the 
group while a third has drop- 
ped plans to probe it. 

Congressmen are consider- 
ing asking the Justice Depart- 
ment to look into the so- 
ciety, according to informed 



± ne uuuii— ur .teiter — aiso — ■" — *•"*—"■■& *" ^.iwi »"<-«. 

describes Presidents Truman sources and a spokesman for 

and Roosevelt and the late the department said, "We 

Secretary of State Dulles as are concerned about it." 



tary 

tools! of communism. When 
asked about this, he told a re- 
port* he had said, "They were 
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CoWvhueafrom the 9if$t Page 

A spokesman for Welch at 
the society's Belmont, Mass., 
headquarters said today the 

founder had no comment on 
criticism of the .group and de- 
mands for an investigation. 

But Rep. Edgar W. Hiestand 
(R-Calif), the first member of 
Congress to reveal that he be- 
longs to the society, said he 
and Welch would welcome a 
congressional inqu:ry — "the 
more thorough the better." 

Later, Rep. John H. Rous- 
selot (R-Calif.), identified 
himself .as another John Birch 
member. He said in San Ma- 
rino, Calif., that society chap- 
ters in his area are "basically 
study groups, not a:m waving 
people who run around ha- 
rassing others." 

Like Hiestand, Rousselot 
called for hearings "so that 
the mysticism of the society 
—the cloak of darkness— can 
he cleared up." 

Hiestand defended the or- 
ganization as the best means 
of fighting the ''communist 
conspiracy." He conceded that 
some members might be ex- 
tremists, but denied the so- 
ciety is a clandestine or fascist 
group. 

He told a news conference 
the society's main purposes 
were "violent and emphatic 
anti-communism" and promo- 
tion of "less and l^ss govern- 
ment." 



Hoover wrote in the ApriJ 

L qy.ffn%ua ement Bulletin thai 
communists stand to gain from 
any rift creat ed .JUj 4 r -i &ffak 
people across the country who. 
engage in reckless charges 
against one another." 

Several more House mem- 
bers criticized the society, par- 
ticularly its drive to impeach 
Chief Justice Earl Warren and 
Welch's statement several 
years ago that former Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, the late Sec- 
retary of State John Foster 
Dulles- and Central Intelligence 
Agency chief Allen W. Dulles 
were Communists. 

But a number of lawmakers 
shied away from any congres- 
sional investigation on grounds 
the society had a right to state 
its views even though they 
might be unpopular. 



Hiestand Defends Stand 

Hiestand said he did not go 
along with the society's cam- 
paign to impeach Warren. He 
also said Welch's charges 
against Eisenhower had been 
misinterpreted. 

"I disagree on several things 
with the founder, just as I dc 
not subscribe to everything in 
the platform or agree with 
what all Republicans say," 
Hiestand said. "But, I choose 
to stay because the society as 
a whole is a 98 percent dedi- 
cated anti-Communist group." 

Pressed to explain the 98 
peecent figure, the California 
Republican said any suchfih-oup 
miglit have membersrlwho 
"solnd off and become ejafem- 
ists.ff 



k.A.M. Censure Reported 

In New York Cly, the Na- 1 
tional Association of Manu- 
facturers said it had in effect 
censured the societv in a board 
resolution adoptee last Sep- 
tember. An officia: said three 
former N.A.M. presidents, list- 
ed as members of ihe society, 
helped draft the resolution. 

In a related development, 
F.B.I. Director J. Edgar 
Hoover criticized "vigilante 
action" by Americans opposed 
tn/nm— 'riifim BuLbj^id not 
name the society"** any other 
ffroun - ,„ < 
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Welch Denies 

r9 - . 

Callin 




|v^d-Carrying 
Communis t 

'Agent' Charge 
In Book Queried 



The 61-year-old retired Belmont businessman 
who founded the controversial John Birch Society 
denied last night that he ever called President Eisen- 
hower a "card-carrying Communist" and said his 
organization is not a secret one. 

Robert H. W. Welch Jr. stoutly defended his 

group, estimated to number almost 100,000 across the 

country, stating: "The members are a group of 

splendid men and women of good character, fervent 

^patrioti sm, religious ideals and of excellent standing 

,_inJEeir respectiv e commun ities." 
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"Welch Asks Senate 
Probe Birch Society 



, -Robert H. W. Welch Jr., 
61-year-old founder of the 
John Birch Society, last night 
asked the U.S. Senate Inter- 
nal Security Subcommittee 
id investigate his anti-Com- 
munist organization. 

His telegram was sent to 
Sen. James O, Eastland, 
chairman of the Senate group. 

Welch promised that any 
members of the society called 
would gladly testify and that 
none would claim the Fifth 
Amendment. 

The notice was on its way 

to Washington even as State 

Rep. Sumner Z. Kaplan of 

. Brookline announced he was 



withdrawing a request for a 
local probe. 

Kaplan said he conferred 
with Atty. Gen. McCormack 
who advised him the activi- 
ties of the society have long 
been known to the attorney 
general and to Leo Laughlin, 
agent-in-charge of the Boston 
office of the FBI. 

The attorney general ad- 
vised Kaplan that a matter 
such as this "is properly to 
be handled by the Federal 
government rather than the 
state government and I ieel 



no further action need 
taken here." 

WELCH 
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Continued -from the First Page 

Welch is a former Cambridge 
Sandy manufacturer who re- 

In Ms \wW"&e : ^iiSfea out: 

"Because of the charges 
nova being so widely circu- 
lated about us, some of whlfch 
are | extreme distortions lof 



facrand many of which pre 
sheer fabrication, the John 
Birch Society respectfully re- 
quests an official investigation 
by the Senate Internal Se- 
curity Subcommittee of which 
you (Sen. Eastland) are 
chairman. 



™e 



Jelch said as many members 
of tfie society as the committee 
would like to summon will 
glaflly testify about the "back- 



ground, methods, purposes, and Gov. Edmund Brown of Cali- which is the governing bo J 



specific activities of the so-fornia has called off a sched- 



ciety." 

The wire gave assurance 
that no member would plead 
the Fifth Amendment, stating: 
"As we recently told the chair 
man of a committee in Cali- 
fornia that unlike our Com, 
munist enemies, none of th« 
members will plead the Fiftil 
Amendment." 

It was revealed Friday that]gociety." 

United 



uled investigation of the group 
by his subversive activities 
committee. 

Welch's wire concluded: 
"In the course of such an in- 
vestigation we hope to be able 
to present to your committee 
and through your committee 
to the American people, the 
truth about the John Birch 



of the society, said that Khru- 
shchev himself, through the 
Communist Party's West Cofst 
publication, "People's World," 
listed the society as one to b% 
abolished by the end of 1961. 

Local public opinion in Bel- 
mont, headquarters of the so- 
ciety, varied: "I can't make 
out what kind of an outfit 
they are"— "It's about time we 
got something like this"— 
"They must be a bunch of 
nuts." 

Belmont officials described 
Welch as an upstanding mem- 
ber of the community, well re- 
'spected and highly thought of 
by everyone and said there 
never has been- any trouble 
with the society, that they 
were an orderly group of peo- 
ple. 

The national uproar came 
after a series of letters were 
found written by Welch prior 
to the organization's formation 
in which he severely criticized 
President Eisenhower, his 
brother Milton and Presidents 
Roosevelt and Truman. , 

The letters were bound in a 



Press International 
reports that alrsady the Senate 
subcommittee, over the signa- 
ture of Sen. Eastland, has told 
inquirers: 

"The John Birch Society, 
about which you asked, is 
known to be a conservative 
an ti- Communist organization 
officially. 

"We are happy to stat* that 
it seems to be, from our rec- 
ords, a patriotic organization." 

The request for an investi- 
gation followed a statement 
from Sen. Thomas J. Dodd (£>- 
Ct), vice-chairman of the 
Senate Subcommittee, in which 
he raised the possibility of a 
'Senate investigation of the 
anti-Communist group. Other 
members of Congress are alsollooseleaf binding and sent to 



pressing for a probe, 

A Federal agency revealed 
last night that the John Birch 
Society has been attacked by 
the Communist Party and by 1 
the American Nazi Party 
headed by George Lincoln 
Rockwell. 



B 



Opinion in Belmont 

Col Laurence E. Bunker of 
Well^ley, a member of the 
society's national council, 



various friends of Welch's. Be- 
cause he kept adding to them 
they eventually became known 
as a book under the title "The 
Politician." 

Col. Bunker said the letters 
were known to the" society's 
national council when the 
Birch Society was formedgpnd 
it was felt they were personal 
opinions ■ of Welch, nlver 
meant ior publication, and had 
no connection with the socisty, 
its ideals or purposes. 



BS--6 Revised (6-17-59) 




Asks Congress Prob 



* - £aai. 



Birch Society, Pledged 
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"" iiie iounaer 01 tne jonn Bircif 
Society yesterday asked for a 
Congressional investigation of his 

^organization and promised a full 
disclosure of its methods, pur- 
poses and activities. 

Robert H. W. Welch, Jr., of 
Belmont, mililant foe of all things 

do the political left of extreme 
right, sent a "respectful request 
for an official investigation" to 
Sen. James 0. Eastland (D. 

,Mtss.), chairman of the Senate 
" iternal Security subcommittee, i 



MM 



WON'T PLEAD FIFTH 

In it he promised that "as mi 
of our members as your comr 
tee may wish will gladly test 
(and) none of our members 
plead the Fifth Amendment." 

Although Welch has hotly denied 
that the John Birch Society is a 
secret one, he has declined to 
name any of its members except 
those listed as council memblrs. 

He also has refused to divtige 
the total membership, althoughehe 
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j in "Massachusetts and is "strongest 
in California, Texas, Arizona and 
Tennessee." 

10 TO 20 m EACH 

A chapter generally is com- 
prised of lo to 20 members, Welch 
said, but "we had one in Con- 
necticut that grew to 44 before 
we got them to split. There are 
five there now." He did not 
identify $e community. 

message to Eastland, 



as 25 "chapters" Welch said the society is a "group 



of men and women of good char- 
acter, fervent patriotism, religious 
ideals and excellent standing in 
their respective communities.'* 

"The society has broken no law, 
and violated no moral principles. 
Our only 'cirme' is fighting com- 
munism and that we intend to 
continue until our side wins." 

A current goal of the society is 
the impeachment of U. S. Chief 
Justice Earl Warren. 



DATA GOES TO FBI 

Byron Barren of Springfield, 
Va., described as a field repre- 
sentative of the society, said tbtt 
"in a total of 39 cases before the 
court involving Communist sub* 
version, Justice Warren ruled in 
36 of them in favor of the Com- 
munist point of view." 

The prospects last night were 
that whatever investigation of 
the group may take place, will 
be by federal agencies. 

Rep. Sumner Z. Kaplan (D.- 



Brookline) said h e has cha nged 
his mind about seeKing an in- 
vestigation by the state Com- 
mission on Communism and Sub- 
versive Activities. 

Following a conference with 
Atty. Gen. McCormack, Kaplan 
said that whatever information 
the attorney general's office has 
gathered on the Birch Society has 
been turned over to the FBI. 

SDERAL PROBLEM 

J'ln view of the attorney ^gen- 




eral's belief that a matter, 
as this is properly to be handled 
by the federal government, Keel 
that no further action need be 

taken." 

Welch and bis right-wing g»up 
hit the public eye with the dis 
closure he once referred to Piesi 
dent Eisenhower as a "conscious 
jwent of the Communist f con- 
spiracy." He also has alleged in 
writing that Presidents Trbnian 
akd Roosevelt were tools ol the 
Communists. 
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tote Probe 
0/ Society 
is Urged 

The Massachusetts Leg- 
islature will be asked to 
investigate the John Birch 
Society, whose founder, 
Robert H. W. Welch, Jr., 
of Belmont, denies he ever 
called former President 
Eisenhower a "card-carry- 
ing Communist," 

Rep. Sumner Z. Kaplan (D- 
Brookline) said last night he would 
introduce an order in the House 
Mondafr calling an the Ma&sachi 
setts Commission on Communist 
and Subversive Activities to 
vestig aie the society. 
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The commission chairman, Sen. 
Richard R. Caples (D-Brighton), 
told The Herald "if the Legislature 
gives us the mandate, we have no 
other choice but to investigate the 
group." 

At -the society headquarters, 395 
Concord Ave., Belmont, yesterday 
Welch blasted bis critics and ex- 
plained the workings of the or- 
ganization. He charged an "in- 
credible fog of falsehood" has 
been so widely circulated against 
him that he decided, to issue a 
statement. 

Telling of the Birch Society he 
declared, "The society simply be- 
cause we have sought to avoid 
publicity, is not a secret society. 
Our objective has been to build 
strength and understanding in- 
stead of creating noise. All our 
materials are wide open for any- 
one to purchase." 

Splendid Men, Women 

He declared the society is a 
group of "splendid men and worn 
ea of good character, fervent 
patriotism, religious ideals, and 
excellent standings in the com- 
munities." ■ I 

Asked about the opinion, widely 
attributed to him, that Gen, Eis- 
enhower was a Communist agent, 
Welch said: "I never had that 
opinion." "I never thought it 
then with firmness enough to pub- 
lish it or to say it in public, and 
I don't today." 

The attack on the former Presi- 
dent is contained in a privately 
circulated letter written by Welch 
before the society was founded 
in 1958. Known as "The Poli- 
tician," it grew to 80,000 words 
as Welch revised it. 

He maintains it was never in- 
tended*^- iniuiic distribution , It 
specifically disavowed" by 



(Continued on Page Four) 



(Continued from Fi rst Page ) 

the founding members as "no 
part of the material of belief of 
the John Birch Society in any 
way," he said yesterday. 
It, contains this paragraph: 

"But my firm belief that 
Dwight Eisenhower is a dedi- 
cated, conscious agent of the 
Communist conspiracy is based 
on an accumulation of detailed 
evidence so extensive and so 
palpable that it seems to me to 
put this conviction beyond any 
reasonable doubt." 

"The Politician" also describes 
former Presidents Roosevelt and 
Truman and the late Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles as tools 
of communism. 

"They were being used by the 
Communists — I never said they 
were Communists and I don't say 
it now," Welch told a reporter. 

Most widely known of current 
society objectives is the impeach- 
ment of Chief Justice Earl War- 
ren of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Members have written Congress 
men and newspaper "letters" 
columns and have circulated 
pamphlets to this end. 

3-FOLD FUNCTION 

In a pamphlet published Jan. 31, 
Welch, who runs, the society as 
absolute ruler, described its coun- 
cil as "top governing body under 
the founder," 

Functions, he said, are three- 
fold: To show the stature of its 
leadership, to advise him, and "to 
select, with absolute and final au- 
thority, a successor to myself as 
head of the John Birch Society, if 
and when an accident, 'suicide' or 
anything sufficiently fatal is ar- 
ranged for me by the Communists! 
'—or I simply die in bed of oldage 
or a cantankerous disposition." 

Welch, 61, retired as vice-presi- 
dent of a Cambridge candy com- 
pany to devote full time to the 
society. 

A onetime candidate for the 
Republican nomination for lieu- 
tenant governor, he is a former 
New England regional vice- 
president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers. 

The NAM disclosed yesterday 
it had, in effect, censured the 
society, in a board resolution 
adopted last September. 

Charles R. Sligh, Jr., executive 
vice president of the NAM, said 
in New York City that three 
former NAM presidents who are 
rTSBrbwar-of the Birqh Society 
council participated^ i n 4s 
the resoluypp,.-;^^ 



CONFIDENCE IN IKE 

Wi thout me ntion ing the so ciety 
or "Vveicn by name, tranirmeo 
the NAM's confidence in Eisen- 
hower and added that the asso 
ciation "does not and will nol 
knowingly be associated with anj 
individual or be a party to am 
organization that questions tht 
loyalty and integrity of Presi 
Ident Eisenhower or attempts t( 
degrade the fundamental respec 
due him and his high office." 

Controversy over the society ex 
ploded yesterday in Washington. 

Twn California Congressmen 
confirmed they were members 
of the society. A member of the 
Hous* un-American activities 
committee praised it. A Justice 
Department spokesman said its 
activities had become "a mat- 
ter of concern." 

The Congressmen, both "Repub- 
lican?, are Edgar W. Hiestand anc 
John Rousselot. r v 

Rliestand charged attacks onjthe 
sWy are part of a "prp-Clm- 
Amist smear" and said he felt 
; fre other members of the Hodse 
are members. - , 

■ The un-American activities com- 1 



-fc 
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mittee member, Gordon H. Scherer 
fP-r^j g) wrt* e. RepublJMffi whip 
Leslie C7 Arends (111) that he 
"looked favorably on the organ- 
ization." 

i 

"Its membership is composed 
of conservatives and anti-Com- 
munists, and it is a basically 
pro - American organization," 
Scherer said. 

"In Cincinnati,** he added, 
"many of our outstanding citizens 
are members of the local chap- 
ter." 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
yesterday published an editorial 
jh the FBI Law Enforcement 
Bulletin that was interpreted as 
critical of the society. { 

The editorial spoke of "reckless 
charges" and "vigilante action" 
and emphasized that the "job of 
curtailing and containing com- 
munism is one for legally con- 
stituted authorities with the stead- 
East cooperation of every loyal 
citizen." 

'HEARTILY IN ACCORD* 

From Fort Worth, Tex., the 
mother of the man for whom the 
society is named said she and 
her husband are "heartily to ac- 
cord with the purpose and the 
procedure of the John Birch So- 
ciety." 

Mrs. George S. Birch of Macon, 
Ga., said the parents are hon- 
orary life members of the so- 
ciety. 

John Birch, a graduate of the 
Baptist Bible Institute of Fort 
Worth, was killed by Chinese 
Communists 10 days after VJ 
day. The society considers him 
the first casualty of "World 
War III," which Welch sees as 
the struggle between free and 
Communist nations, already un- 

derwav^^ 

MS^fTOi said siy^wsr^ery, 
happy that Mr. Welch chose our 
son." 



Bif^SiieSy 
Lists Council 

'Governing Body' 
Of Welch's Group 

The founder of the John Birch 

Society, Robert Welch, yesterday 

? reporter a quantity, of 

tion, including a pamphlet listing 
the society council. 

The council is described in the 
booklet as the "top gw«^ ^ 
under the founder. The daje or 
the pamphlet is given as Jan. 31, 

1961. 
Listed as council members are 

•\°Tf. &.?:Wi«Mf Conroth Co.,1 
? ch i c . B ith f Davis, president of General 

la? n U r^& vfc en** 

a ^ssifs£B^ m ■ cha : 

ter member of «£ wunc'i ^ 

professor. t , former president of 

<&&&&&'**&?• 

•■as' ssss»a?ass"ft»i , t °. 

m Relied I Air >pr» U. Gen. ChTflU *J 
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,Welch Statement 
Defending ©roup 

The foUotciug is the statement 0/ Robert Welch, founder of 
the John Birch Society: 

"This statement is offered as 
an effort to pierce, by at least 
a tiny beam of truth, some of the 
incrediWe log of falsehood now 
being so widely circulated about 
me. So please let me point out 
the following facts. 

"Nowhere in. my private or pub 
lished writings have I ever called' 
former President Eisenhower a' 
'card-carrying' Communist. Any- 
body who says I have is either 
knowingly dealing in falsehoods 
or is badly misinformed. 



justify bad means. "We ask at 
least the responsible part of .the 
American press to have morelre- 
gard for the truth about us. Cur 
only 'crime' is fighting Commu- 
nism, and that we intend to con- 
tinue until our side wins," ,~~* - 



No Quarrel 

"Even in my private confiden- 
ts a 1 letter, written years ago, 
which it has been completely un- 
ethical for anybody to quote any- 
where, and in which I stated in 
the blunt language of a personal 
letter some harsh personal opin- 
ions of our then-president, I made 
it very clear at the end of the 
letter that I had no quarrel with 
anybody who wished to attribute 
his actions simply to political 
opportunism. That is how the let- 
ter came to be dubbed 'The Poli- 
tician,' 

"Also, please note that this long 
letter had been read in 1955 by 
most of the men who were at the 
founding meeting of the John 
Birch Society in December, t 1958. 
Despite having read my letter, 
most of them had vigorously sup- 
ported Eisenhower in the 1956 
campaign, .And at the founding 
of the society, the letter was dis- 
cussed and specifically disavowed 
by t he group a s being *!!&$3T£%i 
the material belief of the John 
jBirch^jjociety in any. .way. _. . - 



"Please note too that, despjte 
falsehoods now being circulated 
I hive gone out of my way! to 
male clear in my book tha| I 
did not think either Roosevelt 
or Tniman were Communists or 
sympathizers in any way with 
ultimate Communist aims. And 
there are many other statements 
being attributed to me that are 
equally false or distorted. 

"The John Birch Society is not,; 
simply because we have sought 
to avoid publicity, thereby a se- 
cret society. Our objective has 
been to build strength and under- 
standing instead of creating noise. 
All of our materials are wide open 
for anybody to purchase. The John 
Birch Society is a group of splen- 
did men and women of good char- 
acter, fervent patriotism, relig- 
ious ideals, and excellent stand- 
ing in their respective communi- 
ties. 

"Tt ha«! frpften no law, viola tes 
no moral principles ana nas as a 
firmly-stated foundation of its pro- 
gram that even good ends„never. 
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iBJRirSociety Probe Urged By Macdonald 



j Cong. Torbert H. Macdonald 
; of Maiden, sent a telegram yes- 
: terday to Chairman Francis E. 
(Walter, chairman of the House 
I Un-American Activities Com- 
Imittee, urging a probe of the 
I controversial John Birch So- 
ciety. 

Macdonald cited the confus- 
jion surrounding trie exact na- 
| lure of the group. He said that 
in view of the "conflicting 
statements and seriousness of 
the charges leveled" by Robert 
H. W. Welch Jr., there are le 
gal grounds for the committee 
to launch an investigation. 

"On one^ hand. we hear that 
deST%#T6ry remarks have been 



made about the President and 
former Presidents," he said. 

"But on the other hand, re- 
spectable people know about 
■the society, support it and deny 
the allegations. 

"It may be good for all con- 
cerned to have the matter 
cleared up by a House investi- 
gation." 

He asked the probers to de- 
termine what the organization 
stands for, who its members 
are and how it operates. 

Macdonald's demand for an 
investigation followed a sim- 
ilar request by Welch, the 61- 
year-old founder, forwarded 
Saturday to Sen_Inme« O. 



Eastland, chairman of the U.S, 
Senate Internal Security sub- 
committee. 

Welch promised that mem- 
bers of his society would 
gladly testify. Eastland said 
yesterday he will put the ques- 
tion of a probe to a vote of 
the full committee. 
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Accusation Is — 
'Baloney' Says 
JManchesterite^ 



Upholds John 
Birch Society 

"We welcome all the pub- 
licity Being focused on the 
John Bfrch society. It is 
wonderfuK to bring before 
the public \e aims and ac- 
complishment of the or- 
ganization," Cob W. Bruce 
Pirnie of MatfiftVster, one 
of'^tbe 10 MaVachusetts 
endorsers of the society 
told The Salem News this 
morning. 

The Manchester man who 
has Just returned from a- 
Caribbean cruise said he 
was not updated on recent 
' events pertaining to accusa- 
tions against members and 
, the organization, but he be- 
ilieved the statements and 
(charges were "a lot of 
j baloney." 

NO SECRET GROUP 

"This is no secret organiza- 
tion. All the aims and activities 
can be procured by the publie 
hi phamplets and literature It 
Jf a fcjhirig, getting all thiy— 
publicity. " ^ 



i*S&EL nie ' wh0 is New En?- 
JanH™cTT»»wian of the steesiak 

committee for The Committef 

of One Million to keep Red 
C 5™ ? ut ^ the United Nations 
which has over 300,000 members 
in New England declared "The 
public must be kept informed 

Chi™ * " g ° ing ° n in Red 

th Sf Manchester man is 
thoroughly familiar with the 
Chinese situation having served 
m a dual capacity of major 
general m the U. S. Army alii " 
a colonel m the Chinese army 
as deputy consul general of 
China during World War II. j. . 

His son Douglas holds a re- 
sponsible position with the Soc- 
ony-Vacuum Oil company in 
Bangkok as general manager of 
the company's interests in the 
Far East, and Col. Pirnie plans 
to visit him in a few weeks. On 
this two-month trip the Man- 
chester man, a member of the 
Boston Rotary club will visit 
numerous Far Eastern coun- 
tries, concluding by attending 
the Rotary International con- 
vention in Japan next month. 
This past winter Col. Pirnie 
led a group which filed a bill 
with the Massachusetts State 
legislature to abolish the state ^ 
incom£^h&, recommending^ 
*MACCtJSATION— ) ^^ 
(Continued on page Two) 



C Accusation— ) 

wuuumg irom j> flffft 0ne 

means whereby the state could j 
be financed without such a levy. ' 
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Dear 

The best information I have een able to get 
on the source of the -anti- John Birch Sooi" ty mimeograph is 
that It came from the ANTI DEFAMATION LE. .SUE, 515 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. * 

I'm glad somebody came to t. s defence of Dwight 
Eisenhower and Allen Dulles J 



be 
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W^ohn Birch Group Violates Demomifk 



Sen. Barry M. Goldwater, R-Ark, 
leader of the conservative wing of 
the GOP, has disassociated himself 
from the John Birch Society, an 
extremist right-wing undercover 
group. It honors the senator that 
he is able to say that he is not 
and never has been a member of 
the society. But one thing he said 
about the society is troubling: 

f I think their avowed purpose is 
anti-Communist, and I don't see 
how we can be against that. I 
might add I know the type of peo- 
ple it has attracted in my own 
community of Phoenix, and I am 
impressed with them. They are the 
kind we need in politics." Two 
points here raise questions of some 
importance. 

Is the senator suggesting that 
something good always can be said 
afcout any organization if its 
"Avowed purpose" is anti-commu- 
^lsrn? Hitler led a Nazi party with 
tHe "avowed purpose" of anti-com > 




munism, but it is extremely dif- 
ficult even today to find much good 
that can be said about the Hitler- 
lan dictatorship. 

Americans op- 
pose communism 
as a philosophy 
and way of life, 
but it is repug- 
nant that any 
organization 
should invoke 
the slogan of 
anti - commu- 
nism to mask or 
excuse activities 
which are just 

Goldwater * B inimical to a 

democracy as a 

campaign of subversion, lying and 
slander run by Communists. 

The senator's readiness to uphold 
the societyls "avowed purpose," 
we're af raidl will be twisted into a 
readiness to] condone the society's 

campaigning in support of its pur- - tf na ± , 

, . r r ^ * Boston .uner ican. 

pofe. His remark is Lr- - - ( ~ 




AS&I 






ri*is in thatT^:fA- ticUl * rly cu " 
effVf 7« ha 4d»savowed any 

in the fe^ Py Com3lunis t methods 

cieTv Dr S5. le f3Ct is that th * ^: 

ph7wholT v a S t a P ° litical &*h>*>. 
v y wnoiiy at variance with th^ 

democratic concept. Further Ef 

society has not hesitated tn , 

communist tricks of £2 t - use 

those whom ittlfe^ ^ bf St 

::is: °o r fi upes,? -^ 

line. CIinjtlon — of the communist 

stIatl£ tC ° nd P 0int raise <* by the 
late to r f h rer ? arks ° n the sociefy re! 

munity in t£ „^ h g™ C £T 
ator forgotten th*+ , sen " 

»Sri d i££t Hit ^ iai1 Chim ^nt°he 
and losf demo gamSt Comm «ni Sm - 
dna lost democracy on the way? 

lik?the J r n Bir - Ch Soci «ty/just 

o ^sr J eafc^n? mUm - StS ' has th « right 
w speak and act in the framework 

vestigation establishes that .-i. u 
transgressed that law Bu? th. , 

H m P*&b$rause of* #*^' 3 vrfBS*Sr^ 
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